Asset Management Notice
2016-02
Issued: January 26, 2016

To:

All Owners and Managers

From:

Bob Conroy, Director of Asset Management

In this issue:
I.

City of Portland Housing Safety Office Annual Registration Fee

II. HUD Passbook Savings Rate
III. HUD Notice - Assessment of Fair Housing Topic
IV. HUD Grant Opportunity – Resident Service Coordinator – HUD Assisted Elderly
Multifamily Properties
V. Training Corner
VI: HUD Notice H 2015-10 Guidance on Excluding the Use of Arrest Records in
Housing Decisions
VII: Occupancy Protections for HUD-Assisted Household in LIHTC Properties
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I. City of Portland Housing Safety Office Annual Registration Fee
Effective June 25, 2015 the Portland City Council approved the creation of the Housing Safety Office to
administer a rental housing registration and inspection program for rental housing properties in the City of
Portland. The creation of this Housing Safety Office was a recommendation of the Fire/Code Inspections Task
Force.
Chapter 6, Article VI of the City of Portland Code of Ordinances requires owners and managers to register
rental units with the City's Housing Safety Office.
Registration fee is due annually by January 1 of each year beginning January 1, 2016 at the rate of $35 per
unit, less any fee discounts.
MaineHousing approves this annual registration fee as a project expense and it may be so designated in the
annual property budget.

II.

HUD Passbook Savings Rate

HUD Housing Notice 2016-01 Passbook Savings Rate Effective February 1, 2016 has been posted to
HUDCLIPS. This notice advises a rate of 0.06% which is unchanged from the rate used last year. The
passbook savings rate is based on the national average provided by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation.

III.

HUD Grant Opportunity – Resident Service Coordinator – HUD Assisted Elderly
Multifamily Properties

On January 20, 2016 HUD published a Grant Funding Opportunity FR-5900-N-22 for Supportive Services
Demonstration for Elderly Households in HUD-Assisted Multifamily Housing Department of Housing and
Urban Development. HUD has made available an estimated $15,000,000 in funding. Application deadline is
April 18, 2016. For more information visit the HUD website http://www.grants.gov/searchgrants.html?agencies%3DHUD%7CDepartment%20of%20Housing%20and%20Urban%20Development

IV.

HUD Notice - Assessment of Fair Housing

On December 31, 2015, a HUD Notice announcing the availability of the Assessment of Fair Housing (AFH)
which was published in the Federal Register. A New Assessment Tool was also released. These may be
accessed at https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/4865/assessment-of-fair-housing-tool/
This Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFH) Assessment Tool is for use by local governments that
receive Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), Home Investment Partnerships (HOME), Emergency
Shelter Grants (ESG), or Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) formula funding from
HUD.
This tool is also used for joint and regional collaborations between: (1) local governments and (2) one or more
local governments with one or more public housing agencies. HUD has also provided guidance in the form of
the Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Rule Guidebook. This Guidebook seeks to help program
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participants and members of the public understand the AFFH rule, the obligation to complete an AFH, and the
linkage between an AFH and other required planning processes. This may be downloaded at
https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/4866/affh-rule-guidebook/
HUD has also updated the AFFH Data and Mapping Tool which may be accessed at the same site. This is an
excellent tool to assist with development of Affirmative Fair Housing Marketing Plans. For those of you who
may be updating your Limited English Proficiency (LEP) policies, you may want to check out the Mapping
Tool to assist you in assessing your need to provide policies to ensure meaningful access to people who may
have difficulty speaking or understanding English.

V.

HUD Notice H 2015-10 Guidance on Excluding the Use of Arrest Records in
Housing Decisions

On November 2, 2015 HUD published Notice H 2015-10 with Guidance for PHAs and Owners of FederallyAssisted Housing on Excluding the Use of Arrest Records in Housing Decisions. According to this notice,
the purpose of this publication is to inform PHAs and owners of other federally-assisted housing that arrest
records may not be the basis for denying admission, terminating assistance or evicting tenants, to remind PHAs
and owners that HUD does not require their adoption of “One Strike” policies, and to remind them of their
obligation to safeguard the due process rights of applicants and tenants. A copy of this Notice is attached.

VII: Occupancy Protections for HUD-Assisted Household in LIHTC Properties
Attached is a copy of the HUD Memorandum which provides guidance on tenancy protections for households
when owners participate in both a HUD-assisted program (e.g., Project-Based Section 8, Section 236, Section
202) and Low-Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTCs). This communication expands upon guidance currently
published in both the HUD Handbook 4350.3, REV-1, Occupancy Requirements of Subsidized Multifamily
Housing Programs, and the lease agreement signed by the owner and tenant.

Attachments:
• HUD Notice H 2015-10 Guidance for Excluding the Use of Arrest Records in
Housing Decisions
• HUD Memorandum – Occupancy Protections for HUD-Assisted Households in
Properties with LIHTC
Please note that MaineHousing provides notices as a service to our partners. Notices are not intended to replace ongoing training and do not
encompass all compliance and regulatory changes that may occur on the wide arrange of housing programs in which we work. MaineHousing
recommends partners establish an ongoing training program for their staff.
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Maine State Housing Authority (“MaineHousing”) does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national
origin, ancestry, physical or mental disability, age, familial status or receipt of public assistance in the admission or access to or treatment in its
programs and activities. In employment, MaineHousing does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national
origin, ancestry, age, physical or mental disability or genetic information. MaineHousing will provide appropriate communication auxiliary aids and
services upon sufficient notice. MaineHousing will also provide this document in alternative formats upon sufficient notice. MaineHousing has
designated the following person responsible for coordinating compliance with applicable federal and state nondiscrimination requirements and
addressing grievances: Louise Patenaude, Maine State Housing Authority, 353 Water Street, Augusta, Maine 04330-4633, Telephone Number
1-800-452-4668 (voice in state only), (207) 626-4600 (voice) or Maine Relay 711.
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