
 

 

Minutes of the Board of Commissioners Meeting 

June 18, 2013 

  
MEETING CONVENED 
A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners for MaineHousing convened on June 18, 2013, at 
the offices of MaineHousing, 353 Water Street, Augusta, Maine.  
 
Chair Peter Anastos called the meeting to order at 9:11 a.m. with Commissioners Adam Bradstreet, 
Sheryl Gregory, Donna Talarico, Don Gean, and Director John Gallagher in attendance.  
Commissioner Douglass arrived at 10:00am.  Commissioners Turner, Merrill, and Capoldo were 
absent. There was a quorum present.   
 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE  
Guests and Staff present included: Nathan Szanton, Maine Workforce Housing; Sherrin Vail, Avesta 
Housing; Greg Payne, Avesta Housing; Julia Wilcock, VOANNE; Geanie Wakell, Housing 
Strategies; Monica Buck, KVCAP; Judy Frost, WMCA; Lisa McGee, CCI; Rick McCarthy, Maine 
Community Action Association (MCAA); Margaret Bean, Deputy Director; Peter Merrill, Deputy 
Director; Linda Uhl, Chief Counsel; Dan Brennan, Director of Development; Denise Lord, Director 
of Housing Choice Vouchers; Kirsten Figueroa, Director of Energy and Housing Services; Kathy 
Kinch, Manager of Program Operations; Linda Grotton, Manager of Internal Audit and 
Compliance; Jodie Stevens, Counsel; Deb Turcotte, Public Information Manager; Tom Cary, 
Treasurer; Don McGilvery, Construction Services Manager; Betsy Mansir, LIHEAP & Fiscal 
Program Specialist;  and Jane Whitley, HR Manager and note taker. 
 
ADOPT AGENDA 
Commissioner Gregory made a motion seconded by Commissioner Talarico to accept the agenda. The vote carried  
4 – 0. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS AND CONFLICTS 

 Director Gallagher referenced the letter included in the board packet from U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development regarding our appointment for Environmental Monitoring of 
the HOME Investments Partnership Programs and Supportive Housing Programs. 

 Director Gallagher reported that MaineHousing received a letter from HUD in reference to 
Commissioner Gean’s conflict of interest regarding project-based vouchers.  Chair Anastos 
indicated that Don’s term expires in October and requested that a letter be written to HUD to 
request a waiver of the one-year post-term prohibition regarding project-based vouchers. 

 
APPROVE MINUTES OF May 21, 2013 MEETING 
Commissioner Gregory made a motion seconded by Commissioner Gean to adopt the May 21st meeting minutes as 
written. The vote carried 4 –0. 
 
BOARD CHAIR UPDATES 
Chair Anastos reported that Commissioner Turner will be resigning from the Board. 

 
 



DIRECTOR UPDATES 
Director John Gallagher provided the following updates: 
 

 There will be a 2013 Educational and Development Workshop sponsored by the National 
Conference of State Housing Boards in Portsmouth, NH on August 25 – 27.  All Board 
members are welcome to attend.  Travel expenses will be reimbursed by MaineHousing 
(enclosure #1). 

 The annual Tri-State Housing meeting will be held at the Harraseeket Inn in Freeport, ME on 
September 9 – 11.  All Board members are welcome to attend. 

 MH has several upcoming grand openings:   
o June 19 - Elm Terrace in Portland 
o June 27 - CHOM, 97 Court Street in Bangor 
o June 28 - Chamberlain Place in Brewer 

 In anticipation of the Governor signing a TEFRA, MH is putting together a list of potential 
projects. 

 A new mobile home purchase program has been created to help income–eligible Maine residents 
replace pre-1976 mobile homes. 

 John handed out a survey to each Commissioner (enclosure #2).  The information gathered in 
the surveys will help establish priorities in MH’s strategic plan. 
 

2014 LOW INCOME HOUSING TAX CREDIT QUALIFIED ALLOCATION PLAN 
PUBLIC HEARING 
Chief Counsel Linda Uhl opened the hearing by welcoming the public and introducing the Board of 
Commissioners and MaineHousing staff. Development Director Dan Brennan gave a summary of 
the process to provide opportunities for stakeholder input. Counsel Uhl explained the hearing 
process.  Stakeholders who provided testimony included: Greg Payne, Avesta Housing; Sherrin Vail, 
Avesta Housing; and Nathan Szanton, Maine Workforce Housing.  A full transcript of the hearing is 
available on the MaineHousing website. 
 
The hearing closed at 9:49 a.m. 
 
ADOPTION OF HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM RULE (enclosure #3) 
Ms. Figueroa and Ms. Kinch provided the Board a summary of written comments and responses 
regarding the Rule and a brief overview of the Rule. 
 
Commissioner Gregory made a motion seconded by Commissioner Bradstreet to accept the Home Energy Assistance 
Program Rule as proposed.  The motion carried 5 – 0. 
 
There was a 50 minute recess until the 11:00am public hearing. 
 
HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM STATE PLAN PUBLIC HEARING 
(enclosure #4) 
Chief Counsel Linda Uhl opened the hearing by welcoming the public and introducing the Board of 
Commissioners and MaineHousing staff.  Ms. Figueroa and Ms. Kinch gave a summary of the 
process to provide opportunities for stakeholder input. Counsel Uhl explained the hearing process.  
Stakeholders who provided testimony included: Rick McCarthy, MCAA. A full transcript of the 
hearing is available on the MaineHousing website. 
 
The hearing closed at 11:05 a.m. 



 
ADJOURN 
Commissioner Bradstreet made a motion seconded by Commissioner Douglass to adjourn the meeting. The motion 
carried 5 – 0. The meeting adjourned at 11:10a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Donald Gean, Secretary 
 


