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Executive Summary

AP-05 Executive Summary - 24 CFR 91.200(c), 91.220(b)

1. Introduction

The State of Maine receives block grant funds from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) to help address housing and community development needs. These grant funds
include: the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment Partnership Program
(HOME), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) and the Housing Trust Fund (HTF).

The Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD) will administer the CDBG program.
Maine State Housing Authority (MaineHousing) will administer the HOME, HTT and ESG programs.

HUD requires that Maine complete a five year strategic plan called a Consolidated Plan for Housing and
Community Development (Consolidated Plan). The Consolidated Plan identifies the State's housing and
community development needs and specifies how block grant funds will be used to address those needs.

This document, the 2023 Maine Annual Action Plan, is the third Action Plan in the Consolidated Plan
cycle. It describes how DECD and MaineHousing plan to allocate HUD block grant funds during the 2023
program year, which runs from January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2023.

MaineHousing and the DECD look forward to continued coordination of programs and will involve other

partners to leverage resources.

2. Summarize the objectives and outcomes identified in the Plan

This could be a restatement of items or a table listed elsewhere in the plan or a reference to another
location. It may also contain any essential items from the housing and homeless needs assessment,

the housing market analysis or the strategic plan.
The three overarching objectives guiding proposed activities within this plan are to:

e Provide decent affordable housing
e  Create suitable living environments

e (Create economic opportunities

Programs and activities are designed to benefit a community or the people served. The benefits, or program
outcomes, for each activity funded by the four federal programs are expected to be:



e Improved availability/accessibility
e Improved affordability

e Improved sustainability

All future activities funded in 2023 will support at least one objective and one outcome. The framework for
realizing these objectives and outcomes include the following priorities:

e Improve and Preserve the Quality of Housing
e Expand Affordable Housing Opportunities

e Help Maine People Attain Housing Stability

e Improve Economic Opportunity

e Improve Public Infrastructure

To achieve these goals, the State will use a combination of federal and state funds and other public and
private funds to address priority housing and community development needs.

In 2023, the State proposes to allocate funding to the following activities.

CDBG:

e Sece attached CDBG Program Statement

HOME:

e $2.8 million for rental housing

e  $1.4 million for tenant based rental assistance

e $641,735 for emergency shelter operations and essential services
e $641,735 for rapid rehousing

HTF:

e $2759,772 million for rental housing
o $306,641.21 for administrative costs

This funding will result in

e sheltering 5,500 homeless individuals
e rental assistance for 135 homeless individuals
e 200 new or rehabilitated multifamily housing units

e 50 homeowner houses rehabbed



e 1000 persons assisted by a public facility or infrastructure activity
e 50 jobs created or retained

o 125 businesses assisted

The funding levels shown in the draft Plan are estimated amounts. Once actual 2023 allocations are
announced the following adjustments will be made:

e  DECD will adjust the Special Projects Category in the CDBG Program budget to absorb any
discrepancy from the estimated amount.

e MaineHousing will equally allocate ESG funding to emergency shelter and rapid rehousing

e MaineHousing will adjust the HOME funding allocated to rental housing to reflect any change in
allocation.

e MaineHousing will allocate the HTF to rental housing,

3. Evaluation of past performance

This is an evaluation of past performance that helped lead the grantee to choose its goals or projects.

The State's evaluation of its past performance has been completed in a thorough Consolidated Annual
Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER). This document states the objectives and expected outcomes
identified in the Consolidated Plan and includes an evaluation of past performance compared to measurable
goals and objectives. The CAPER can be found on the MaineHousing website.

It is important to note that the State of Maine provides affordable housing and community development
through a variety of assistance programs, many of which are funded through agency resources or state
appropriations. In 2022 MaineHousing assisted more than 900 First Time Home Buyers, an average of 3,625
monthly voucher households, 235 homeowners (not including over 27,500 helped with energy assistance) and
more than 5,600 homeless individuals.

MaineHousing used funds to complete 9 multifamily projects, for a total of 244 units (128 for families, 86 for
older adults and 30 supportive housing). In 2022, 25 projects were under construction (302 family units, 743
units for older adults and 10 supportive housing units).

4. Summary of Citizen Participation Process and consultation process

Summary from citizen participation section of plan.

MaineHousing and DECD followed the State's Citizen Participation Plan and reached out to local, regional
and state organizations, the Continuum of Care (CoC) and other interested parties. A hybrid public
consultation opportunity occurred on December 20, 2022. This hearing was accessible both remotely and in
person. The combined forum and public hearing was broadly advertised and was attended by seven

people. The topic of the forum was the allocation of 2023 CDBG, HOME, HTF and ESG funds, and the
meeting was held prior to the drafting of the 2023 Annual Action Plan.



Public hearing notice of the virtual hearing was placed on both the DECD and MaineHousing websites, and
stakeholder groups were notified of the forum via email. The MaineHousing email list includes community
leaders, developers, CHDOs, local housing authorities, advocacy groups, not-for-profit organizations,
providers of housing and services to the homeless, CoC members, and interested individuals. The virtual
forum/hearing was also announced via social media with postings on the MaineHousing social media sites.

5. Summary of public comments

This could be a brief narrative summary or reference an attached document from the Citizen
Participation section of the Con Plan.

See Attached Public Comment.

6. Summary of comments or views not accepted and the reasons for not accepting them
N/A
7. Summary

The Maine Department of Economic and Community Development and MaineHousing will be partner
agencies for the 2023 Annual Action Plan.

All activities funded in 2023 will address one of the following goals:

e Improve Housing Quality

e Expand the Supply of Affordable Housing
e Help Maine People Attain Housing Stability
e Improve Economic Opportunity

e Improve Public Infrastructure

MaineHousing and DECD followed the State's Citizen Participation Plan for public consultation in the
preparation of this Plan.

The format of this Plan is mandated by HUD. HUD has provided an online template for grantees as patt of
its planning and reporting system called IDIS. The questions in bold and many of the tables are created
automatically by IDIS. After the Plan is approved by HUD, results of plan goals will be reported each year in
the Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report (CAPER), another on-line document which will be
produced in IDIS.



PR-05 Lead & Responsible Agencies - 91.300(b)

1. Agency/entity responsible for preparing/administering the Consolidated Plan

The following are the agencies/entities tesponsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and those responsible for administration of each

grant program and funding source.

Agency Role Name Department/Agency
Lead Agency MAINE MaineHousing
CDBG Administrator MAINE Department of Economic & Community Development
HOME Administrator MAINE MaineHousing
ESG Administrator MAINE MaineHousing
HTF Administrator MAINE MaineHousing

Narrative

Table 1 — Responsible Agencies

The Consolidated Plan was developed in partnership between the Maine Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD) and the

Maine State Housing Authority (MaineHousing). MaineHousing has been designated the lead agency for overseeing the development of the

Consolidated Plan.

MaineHousing is also the Collaborative Applicant for the Maine Continuum of Care (CoC) and the HMIS lead agency.

Consolidated Plan Public Contact Information

MaineHousing has been designated as the lead agency and primary point of public contact on the Consolidated Plan and the subsequent Annual Action

Plans. The Annual Action Plan for 2023 can be viewed and downloaded on the MaineHousing website.




AP-10 Consultation - 91.110, 91.300(b); 91.315(1)

1. Introduction

The Consolidated Plan reflects consultation with many agencies, organizations and private citizens of the
State of Maine. These groups and individuals represent a variety of housing and community development
programs and concerns. Other entities consulted include state and local governments, not-for-profit
organizations, public housing authorities, representatives of the private sector, social services providers,
housing providers, emergency management agencies, and the Continuums of Care among others.
MaineHousing and DECD conducted an extensive public participation process to assess the needs of the
state. That process included statewide meetings and forums, with notice to interested parties.

Provide a concise summary of the state's activities to enhance coordination between public
and assisted housing providers and private and governmental health, mental health and

service agencies

MaineHousing and DECD work closely to ensure that housing providers, private organizations, State and
local governmental agencies, service providers, as well as the general public, are consulted during the
development of the Consolidated Plan. Participation is encouraged through mailings to targeted individuals
and agencies, website postings, and newspaper notices across the state. Public input is received and accepted
in the form of telephone consultations, emails, Facebook comments, and testimonies at meetings and

hearings.

MaineHousing in partnership with the Statewide Homeless Council and the CoC work toward a shared goal
of preventing and eliminating homelessness in Maine. To that end, MaineHousing and the Statewide
Homeless Council, in consultation with the CoC, have established regional Service Hubs throughout Maine.
These Service Hubs bring together local service providers to coordinate services and resources. The
composition of each Hub team varies, but includes representatives from local and statewide housing agencies,
human service providers, healthcare organizations, law enforcement, educational institutions, and other
entities and agencies that frequently interface with people experiencing homelessness.

MaineHousing works in close collaboration with the Department of Health and Human Services, meeting
biweekly to improve the state’s response to the opioid epidemic, coordinating services with shelter and
behavior health providers, and strengthening the emergency housing and shelter system. Recent partnerships
include the support and expansion of recovery residences and a housing and service pilot for opioid users

with system engagement.

Describe coordination with the Continuum of Care and efforts to address the needs of
homeless persons (particularly chronically homeless individuals and families, families with

children, veterans, and unaccompanied youth) and persons at risk of homelessness

The Maine Continuum of Care (MCoC) includes representatives of Health Service Agencies and other entities
focused on chronically homeless individual and families, families with children, veterans and unaccompanied
youth, as well as persons at risk of homelessness. MaineHousing provides staffing support and leadership to



the MCoC: MaineHousing is the Collaborative Applicant for the Maine Continuum of Care and the HMIS
lead agency for the State of Maine. The MCoC meets monthly. Topics such as accessing HUD CoC funding,
allocation of program resources, development of common assessment tools, performance measurement, and
HMIS are discussed at the monthly meetings. The MCoC has also designated MaineHousing as the
Management Entity for the statewide Coordinated Entry System. To that end, MaineHousing and MCoC
have worked together, along with other stakeholders, to design and implement a coordinated system of
service delivery and housing resources. MaineHousing, the MCoC, the Statewide Homeless Council, and the
Homeless Service Hubs across Maine are also working to gather comprehensive data to compile a By Name
List of all people experiencing chronic homelessness in Maine, with the objective of reducing chronic
homelessness statewide.

Describe consultation with the Continuum(s) of Care that serves the State in determining
how to allocate ESG funds, develop performance standards for and evaluate outcomes of
projects and activities assisted by ESG funds, and develop funding, policies and procedures
for the operation and administration of HMIS

Consultation on allocation:

Allocation of ESG for the State of Maine is detailed in the Homeless Solutions Rule which is posted on the
MaineHousing website (https://www.mainehousing.org/docs/default-source/msha-rules/19--homeless-
solutions-rule.pdf). In 2022, MaineHousing initiated a review of the rule to incorporate feedback from the
MCoC and ESG Grantees. MaineHousing convened a group of representatives from 11 of the 28

grantees and conducted 5 meetings over a 4-month period to draft a revision to the rule, which became
effective in December 2022. The draft rule was also presented to the full MCoC for feedback before initiation
of the public hearing/comments process. Additionally, the critetia for receiving ESG funding requires that
applicants be regular and active participants of the MCoC. This requirement helps ensure that the ESG
awardees have a venue to regularly provide feedback to MaineHousing.

Performance Standards and Evaluation:
MaineHousing and the MCoC, through the Homeless Solutions Rule, have developed performance

standards. Shelter funding is directly tied to successfully meeting the standards. The performance
standards are evaluated regularly by the MCoC.

Policies and Procedures for HMIS:

In collaboration with the MCoC, all HMIS Policies and Procedures and Governance Documents
are reviewed annually and updated as needed based on this review.

The HMIS Policies and Procedures underwent a full revision in 2022 in collaboration with the CoC.

2. Agencies, groups, organizations and others who participated in the process and
consultations



Table 2 — Agencies, groups, organizations who participated

1

Agency/Group/Organization

MAINE STATE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Housing
Grantee Department

What section of the Plan was addressed by
Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment

Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless
Homeless Needs - Families with children
Homelessness Needs - Veterans
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth
Homelessness Strategy

Non-Homeless Special Needs

Anti-poverty Strategy

Lead-based Paint Strategy

Briefly describe how the
Agency/Group/Organization was consulted. What
are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or

areas for improved coordination?

Consulted through Meetings, E-mail and Phone Calls.

Agency/Group/Organization

MAINE

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Housing

Services - Housing

Services - Broadband Internet Service Providers
Services - Narrowing the Digital Divide

Other government - State

Grantee Department

What section of the Plan was addressed by
Consultation?

Economic Development




Briefly describe how the
Agency/Group/Organization was consulted. What
are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or
areas for improved coordination?

Consulted through Meetings, E-mail and Phone Calls

Agency/Group/Organization

Maine Statewide Homeless Council

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Housing

Services - Housing

Services-Children

Services-Elderly Persons
Services-Persons with Disabilities
Services-Persons with HIV/AIDS
Services-Victims of Domestic Violence
Services-homeless

Services-Health

Services-Education
Services-Employment

Service-Fair Housing

Services - Victims

Health Agency

Child Welfare Agency

Publicly Funded Institution/System of Cate
Other government - State

Other government - Local

What section of the Plan was addressed by
Consultation?

Homelessness Strategy




Briefly describe how the
Agency/Group/Organization was consulted. What
are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or
areas for improved coordination?

The Statewide Homeless Council meets regularly to discuss needs and issues.
MaineHousing solicited their input on the allocation of funding. They are notified
of plan development, public hearings and comment periods. The Statewide
Homeless Council also worked with MaineHousing and outside consultants to
develop regional collaborative Service Hubs, which foster coordination on a local
level throughout the state of Maine.

Agency/Group/Organization

Maine Continuum of Care

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Housing

Services - Housing

Services-Children

Services-Elderly Persons
Services-Persons with Disabilities
Services-Persons with HIV/AIDS
Services-Victims of Domestic Violence
Services-homeless

Services-Health

Services-Education
Services-Employment

Service-Fair Housing

Services - Victims

Health Agency

Child Welfare Agency

Publicly Funded Institution/System of Care
Other government - State

Other government - Local

What section of the Plan was addressed by
Consultation?

Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless
Homeless Needs - Families with children
Homelessness Needs - Veterans
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth
Homelessness Strategy
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Briefly describe how the
Agency/Group/Organization was consulted. What
are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or
areas for improved coordination?

The Maine Continuum of Care meets regularly to discuss needs and issues.
MaineHousing solicited input on the allocation of funding. The Continuum of Care
is notified of plan development, public hearings and comment periods.

Agency/Group/Organization

Maine Affordable Housing Coalition

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Housing

PHA

Services - Housing

Other government - Federal
Other government - State
Other government - County
Regional organization
Business Leaders

Civic Leaders

Business and Civic Leaders

What section of the Plan was addressed by
Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment

Briefly describe how the
Agency/Group/Organization was consulted. What
are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or
areas for improved coordination?

The Maine Affordable Housing Coalition (MAHC) is a diverse coalition of more
than 130 private and public sector organizations, including developers, architects,
engineers, builders, investors, Community Action agencies, public housing
authorities, housing and service providers, advocates and others committed to
ensuring that all Mainers are adequately and affordably housed. MaineHousing and
DECD are active participants in the organization. MAHC is notified of plan

development, public hearings, and comment periods.

Identify any Agency Types not consulted and provide rationale for not consulting

Not Applicable; all agencies and stakeholders were welcome to participate.

11



Other local/regional/state/federal planning efforts considered when preparing the Plan

Name of Plan

Lead Organization

How do the goals of your Strategic Plan overlap with the goals of each plan?

The Continuum of Care goals have been recognized in the 2020 Consolidated Plan and the

Conti fC MaineHousi
ontinum of tare ainetiousing subsequent 2023 Annual Action Plan.
, , The Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice was updated in conjunction with the
Analysis of Impediments to . . : . e . . . . .
) . . MaineHousing 2020 Consolidated Plan to identify impediments to fair housing choice and actions to
Fair Housing Choice . .
address those impediments.
Qualified Allocation Plan MaineHousing The Qualified Allocation Plan recognizes the needs and priorities identified in the 2020

Consolidated Plan.

Narrative

Table 3 - Other local / regional / federal planning efforts

12




AP-12 Participation - 91.115, 91.300(c)

1. Summary of citizen participation process/Efforts made to broaden citizen participation
Summarize citizen participation process and how it impacted goal-setting

MaineHousing and DECD followed the State's Citizen Participation Plan and reached out to local, regional and state organizations, the CoC and other
interested parties. The December 20, 2022 hybrid public consultation opportunity was accessible remotely and in person. The combined forum and

public hearing was broadly advertised and was attended by seven people. The topic of the forum was the allocation of 2023 CDBG, HOME, HTF and
ESG funds, and the meeting was held prior to the drafting of the 2023 Annual Action Plan.

Public hearing notice of the virtual hearing was placed on the MaineHousing websites, and stakeholder groups were notified of the forum via email. The

MaineHousing email list includes community leaders, developers, CHDOs, local housing authorities, advocacy groups, not-for-profit organizations,
providers of housing and services to the homeless, CoC members, and interested individuals.

Citizen Participation Outreach

the Portland Press
Herald, the Lewiston
Sun Journal and the

Kennebec Journal.

Sort Orde | Mode of Outreac | Target of Outreac Summary of Summary of Summary of comment URL (If
r h h response/attendanc | comments receive s not accepted applicable
e d and reasons )
The 12/20/22 virtual
Non-t d/broad
1 Public Meeting on argete /broa forum was attended
community
by 7 people.
Notice of the
12/20/22 public
hearing was published
12/2/22 in th
Non-targeted/broad on 12/2/ . 1 the See Attached Public
3 Newspaper Ad . Bangor Daily News,
community Comment.

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

Table 4 — Citizen Participation Outreach

Annual Action Plan
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AP-15 Expected Resources — 91.320(c)(1,2)

Introduction

Anticipated Resources

Expected Resources

Program | Source Uses of Funds Expected Amount Available Year 1 Expected Narrative Description
of Annual Program | Prior Year Total: Amount
Funds Allocation: | Income: | Resources: $ Available
$ $ $ Remainder
of ConPlan
$
CDBG public - | Acquisition DECD through its annual Method of
federal | Admin and Distribution allocates funds these
Planning eligible categories. UGLG then apply
Economic based on their community needs.
Development
Housing
Public
Improvements
Public Services 11,760,505 0 0 | 11,760,505 | 22,542,428

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

Annual Action Plan

2023
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Program

Source
of
Funds

Uses of Funds

Expected Amount Available Year 1

Annual
Allocation:

$

Program
Income:

$

Prior Year
Resources:

$

Total:
$

Expected
Amount
Available
Remainder
of ConPlan
$

Narrative Description

HOME

public -
federal

Acquisition
Homebuyer
assistance
Homeowner rehab
Multifamily rental
new construction
Multifamily rental
rehab

New construction
for ownership
TBRA

4,493,753

4,493,753

4,493,753

MaineHousing allocates HOME funds
to new construction, rehabilitation,
and financing of multi-family rental
projects, as well as to TBRA.

ESG

public -
federal

Conversion and
rehab for
transitional
housing
Financial
Assistance
Overnight shelter
Rapid re-housing
(rental assistance)
Rental Assistance
Setvices
Transitional

housing

1,394,301

1,394,301

1,394,301

MaineHousing provides grants to
emergency shelters serving people who
are homeless. Grants may be used for
shelter operations, essential services,
rapid re-housing, and HMIS data
collection costs.

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
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Program | Source Uses of Funds Expected Amount Available Year 1 Expected Narrative Description
of Annual Program | Prior Year Total: Amount
Funds Allocation: | Income: | Resoutrces: $ Available
$ $ $ Remainder
of ConPlan
$
HTF public - | Acquisition MaineHousing allocates HTF funds to
federal | Admin and new construction, rehabilitation, and
Planning financing of multi-family rental
Homebuyer projects.
assistance
Multifamily rental
new construction
Multifamily rental
rehab
New construction
for ownership 3,066,413 0 0] 3,066,413 | 3,066,413
Other public - | Other
federal 0 0 0 0 0

Table 5 - Expected Resources — Priority Table

Explain how federal funds will leverage those additional resources (private, state and local funds), including a description of

how matching requirements will be satisfied

The ESG 100% match requirement will be met with State HOME funds and the Shelter Operating Subsidy. HOME 25% match requirement will be
met with State funding for housing stabilization and relocation services, as well as interest savings on below market rate loans.

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

Annual Action Plan
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If appropriate, describe publically owned land or property located within the jurisdiction
that may be used to address the needs identified in the plan

Not Applicable

Discussion

Annual Action Plan
2023

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
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Goals Summary Information

Annual Goals and Objectives
AP-20 Annual Goals and Objectives — 91.320(c)(3)&(e)

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

2023

Sort Goal Name Start | End Category Geographic | Needs Addressed Funding Goal Outcome Indicator
Order Year | Year Area
1 Provide Rapid Re- 2020 | 2024 | Homeless State Of Help Maine People HOME: | Tenant-based rental assistance /
Housing Maine Attain Housing $1,400,000 | Rapid Rehousing: 2535 Households
Stability ESG: | Assisted
$641,735
2 Support Emergency | 2020 | 2024 | Homeless State Of Help Maine People ESG: | Homeless Person Overnight
Shelter Operations Maine Attain Housing $641,735 | Shelter: 5500 Persons Assisted
& Services Stability
3 Improve and 2020 | 2024 | Affordable State Of Improve and CDBG: | Rental units rehabilitated: 50
Preserve the Quality Housing Maine Preserve the $4,000,000 | Household Housing Unit
of Housing Quality of Housing Homeowner Housing
Rehabilitated: 50 Household
Housing Unit
4 Improve Public 2020 | 2024 | Non-Housing State Of Improve Public CDBG: | Public Facility or Infrastructure
Infrastructure Community Maine Infrastructure $2,800,000 | Activities other than
Development Low/Moderate Income Housing
Benefit: 1000 Persons Assisted
5 Improve Economic | 2020 | 2024 | Non-Housing State Of Improve Economic CDBG: | Jobs cteated/retained: 50 Jobs
Opportunity Community Maine Opportunity $3,000,000 | Businesses assisted: 125 Businesses
Development Assisted
6 Expand Affordable | 2020 | 2024 | Affordable State Of Expand Affordable HOME: | Rental units constructed: 135
Housing Housing Maine Housing $2,811,226 | Household Housing Unit
Opportunities Opportunities HTF: | Rental units rehabilitated: 15
$2,982,433 | Household Housing Unit
Annual Action Plan 18




Goal Descriptions

Table 6 — Goals Summary

Goal Name | Provide Rapid Re-Housing

Goal MaineHousing's Homeless Solutions Rule states that all grantees must provide setvices based upon Rapid Re-Housing and

Description | Housing First tenets. Grantees receive access to a vatiety of set-aside short, medium, and long-term rapid re-housing vouchers
to assist them in achieving this goal. Shelters are given training on Rapid Re-Housing and Housing First principals and are
required to have a Housing Navigator at each grantee recipient location with a working knowledge of these concepts (2022-
eshap-navigator-services-guide.pdf posted on the mainehousing.org website ), and have the ability to assist people experiencing
homelessness access the set-aside of housing resources as well as other appropriate housing resources. Grantees utilize the
Maine Navigator Services Eligibility Assessment (Maine NavSEA) to determine eligibility for Rapid Rehousing services, and
provide those services to eligible households who opt for them.

Goal Name | Support Emergency Shelter Operations & Services

Goal The current funding formula allocates 50 percent of the total ESG funding for Shelter Operations, to be disbursed to the eligible

Description | ESHAP shelters in Maine based on their Bed Capacity. “Bed Capacity” is defined as the maximum number of beds in an
Emergency Shelter as indicated on an annual application for funding; however, the Bed Capacity of a Low Barrier Shelter (as
indicated on the annual application) is multiplied by 125%. This multiplier is to support the higher utilization of Low Barrier
Shelters and encourage all ESHAP shelters to move toward Low Barrier models where feasible. Each Emergency Shelter
receives a percentage equal to the Emergency Shelter’s Bed Capacity divided by total Bed Capacity available statewide for the
calendar year.

Goal Name | Improve and Preserve the Quality of Housing

Goal

Description

Goal Name Improve Public Infrastructure

Goal

Description

Annual Action Plan 19
2023
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5 | Goal Name

Improve Economic Opportunity

Goal
Description
6 | Goal Name | Expand Affordable Housing Opportunities
Goal The Rental Loan Program (RLP) provides long-term mortgage financing at attractive interest rates for development of
Description | affordable rental housing in projects of five or more units.

Program objectives are:
e Maximize use of tax exempt bonds to develop affordable housing.
e Provide affordable mortgage financing that enables developers to utilize low income housing tax credits.
e Provide below-market, 30 year fixed rate notes that enable project viability.
e Provide capital for preservation of existing rental housing.

This program is a companion to the Low Income Tax Credit (LIHTC) program, and provides subsidized financing to enable use
of tax credits. Administrative guidance for the Rental Loan Program is provided through the Rental Loan Program Guide,
which is available at www.mainehousing.org. Administrative guidance for the Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program is

provided through a rule making process which is required to establish the Allocation of State Ceiling for Low Income Housing
Tax Credit.

Additional program funds come from the Housing Trust Fund, which will also be used to produce, preserve, acquire and/or
rehabilitate rental housing for extremely low income households.
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AP-25 Allocation Priorities — 91.320(d)

Introduction:

MaineHousing anticipates using funds as follows:

Rental Housing: § 2.8 million HOME and $2,759,772 HTF -- The Rental Loan Program

Rental Assistance: $1,400,000 2022 HOME - Stability Through Engagement Program (TBRA)

Emergency homeless shelter operations & essential services (ESHAP): $641,735 ESG

Rapid Rehousing (ESHAP): $641,735 ESG

Percentages in the table below do not include the administrative set-aside.

CDBG priorities are Housing, Infrastructure and Economic Development

Funding Allocation Priorities

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

2023

Improve and
Provide Rapid | Support Emergency Preserve the Improve Expand Affordable
Re-Housing Shelter Operations & Quality of Improve Public Economic Housing Total
(%) Services (%) Housing (%) Infrastructure (%) | Opportunity (%) Opportunities (%) (%)
CDBG 0 0 40 30 30 0 100
HOME 33 0 0 0 0 67 100
ESG 50 50 0 0 0 0 100
HTF 0 0 0 0 0 100 100
Other
CDBG-
Cv 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other
ESG-CV 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Table 7 — Funding Allocation Priorities
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Reason for Allocation Priorities
The funding listed above is reflective of program history and public input. Allocation amounts are based on demand and capacity of the agencies.

MaineHousing and DECD strive to use federal funds efficiently and effectively by combining them with other available resources that will serve as
matching funds.

How will the proposed distribution of funds will address the priority needs and specific objectives described in the
Consolidated Plan?

The proposed 2023 funding allocations address the priorities and goals outlined in the Five-Year Consolidated Plan. The distribution of funds will
follow the priorities set forth in the Consolidated Plan:

e Expand Affordable Housing Opportunities

e Provide Rapid Re-Housing

e Support Emergency Shelter Operations & Services
e Improve and Preserve the Quality of Housing

e Improve Public Infrastructure

e Improve Economic Opportunity
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AP-30 Methods of Distribution — 91.320(d) & (k)

Introduction:

HOME, HTF, ESG and CDBG funding is open to all eligible applicants. The Rental Loan Program Guide, the CDBG Program Statement, the
Homeless Program Rule, the ESHAP Program Guide, the STEP Program Guide, and the Consolidated Plan outline the respective programs.

Distribution Methods

Table 8 - Distribution Methods by State Program

1) State Program Name: Community Development Block Grant
Funding Sources: CDBG
Describe the state program see State of Maine 2023 Program Statement (attached)
addressed by the Method of
Distribution.
Describe all of the criteria that will see State of Maine 2023 Program Statement (attached)

be used to select applications and
the relative importance of these
criteria.
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If only summary criteria were
described, how can potential
applicants access application
manuals or other

state publications describing the
application criteria? (CDBG only)

see State of Maine 2023 Program Statement (attached)

Describe the process for awarding
funds to state recipients and how the
state will make its allocation

available

to units of general local government,
and non-profit organizations,
including community and faith-
based

organizations. (ESG only)

Identify the method of selecting
project sponsors (including
providing full access to grassroots
faith-based and other

community-based organizations).
(HOPWA only)

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
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Describe how resources will be
allocated among funding categories.

see State of Maine 2023 Program Statement (attached)

Describe threshold factors and grant
size limits.

see State of Maine 2023 Program Statement (attached)

What are the outcome measures
expected as a result of the method of
distribution?

see State of Maine 2023 Program Statement (attached)

State Program Name:

Emergency Shelter and Housing Assistance Program (ESHAP)

Funding Sources:

ESG

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
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Describe the state program
addressed by the Method of
Distribution.

In consultation with the MCoC and in partnership with Emergency Shelters and Homeless Service
Providers throughout the state, MaineHousing offers the ESHAP Program as an annual Grantee
process to assist individuals and families who are experiencing homelessness. The funding formula
allocation is detailed in the Homeless Solutions Rule and the ESG Written Standards.

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
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Describe all of the criteria that will
be used to select applications and
the relative importance of these
criteria.

To be eligible to receive ESHAP funds an applicant must:

Be a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization.
Be eligible in accordance with the HEARTH Act.

Be a provider of homeless services with at least one year of experience providing

emergency housing, street outreach, homeless prevention or Rapid Re-Housing services.
Be a regular and active participant in the Maine Continuum of Care.

Be a regular and active participant in their local Homeless Service Hub by participating
in Hub meetings and providing relevant data to the Hubs for the generation of a by-name
list of Persons Experiencing Homelessness;

Have a board/advisory board that includes at least one person who is homeless or

formerly homeless who is involved in policy or public planning of the organization.
Participate in the Coordinated Entry System.

Not engage in any explicitly religious activities, such as worship or religious instruction. If
religious activities are offered, they must occur at a separate time or location from the
activities and services covered in this rule.

Participate in the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) or a comparable
database for victims of domestic violence and meet performance and reporting
requirements.

For a complete list of requirements, see the Emergency Shelter and Housing Assistance Program
Guide and Application (attached)

Applicants are funded by demonstrating they have met minimum threshold requirements. If

applicants meet all criteria listed in the ESHAP Program Guide and Application, they will receive a

percentage of funding as outlined in the Homeless Solutions Rule.

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

Annual Action Plan 27
2023




If only summary criteria were
described, how can potential
applicants access application
manuals or other

state publications describing the
application criteria? (CDBG only)

Describe the process for awarding Shelter Operations: An amount equal to 45% of the Funding Formula Allocation will be
funds to state recipients and how the disbursed among Emergency Shelters, such that each Emergency Shelter will receive a percentage
state will make its allocation equal to its Bed Capacity divided by a number equal to the total Bed Capacity available statewide

available for the calendar year. Agencies will receive scheduled payments on a quarterly basis.

to units of general local government,
and non-profit organizations,
including community and faith-
based

organizations. (ESG only)

Identify the method of selecting
project sponsors (including
providing full access to grassroots
faith-based and other

community-based organizations).
(HOPWA only)
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Describe how resources will be Not Applicable
allocated among funding categories.

Describe threshold factors and grant | Grants are based upon the threshold as described in the Maine Homeless Solutions Rule.

size limits. MaineHousing uses up to 50 percent of ESG funding for emergency shelter operations as noted in
the Operations Share description above and the remaining funds for the Stabilization Share also
detailed above.

What are the outcome measures MaineHousing provided emergency shelter for 5,630 people in 2022. We anticipate serving
expected as a result of the method of | approximately 5500 in 2023. All shelters receiving funding will be tracked on performance
distribution? benchmarks and will receive additional funding depending on their ability to meet these

benchmarks.

3 State Program Name: Rental Loan Program

Funding Sources: HOME

HTF
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Describe the state program
addressed by the Method of
Distribution.

The primary goal of the Rental Loan Program is to create and preserve affordable multi-family
residential rental housing in the State of Maine.

Preservation may include federally-assisted housing, such as HUD 202, HUD 811 and Rural
Development 515 properties at risk of being lost due to the expiration of federal rental assistance
contracts, physical or financial deterioration, and/or owners opting out of federal housing
programs.

To achieve the goals of this Program, MaineHousing will make various resources available in the
form of amortizing loans, deferred payment loans and/or grants under this Program or in
conjunction with the Program from time to time, including without limitation, the following

resources:
e taxable bond proceeds;
e private activity tax-exempt bonds;
e 501(c)(3) or governmental unit tax-exempt bond proceeds; and

e subsidy resources.

These resources are usually combined with equity generated from the syndication of Low Income
Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC) and/or Maine’s Affordable Housing Tax Credits. Competitive
credits and “automatic” credits are awarded in accordance with Maine’s Qualified Allocation Plan.

Additional program funds come from the Housing Trust Fund, which will also be used to
produce, preserve, acquire and/or rehabilitate rental housing for extremely low income

households. Applicants for state or federal tax credits who commit to providing units for
individuals with specific housing needs may receive HTF funds for those dedicated units.

MaineHousing attempts to maximize the benefit of these limited resources by combining the

resources and encouraging applicants to seek other non-MaineHousing resources.

Amortizing loans, funded with the proceeds of taxable or tax-exempt bond proceeds, for

developments that do not need MaineHousing subsidy are available typically on a walk-in basis.

MaineHousing allocates competitive low income housing tax credits separately under
MaineHousing’s Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program. All applicants who are awarded

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
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low income housing tax credits on a competitive basis or are eligible for “automatic” low income

housing tax credits must comply with the applicable Qualified Allocation Plan.

MaineHousing may make vatious additional discretionary subsidy resources available from time to

time.

Describe all of the criteria that will
be used to select applications and
the relative importance of these
criteria.

Qualified developers may apply. Applicants must:

Provide housing and services to vulnerable populations (for HTF units)

Demonstrate ability to undertake required eligible development activities and obligate
funds in a timely manner

Demonstrate their ability to make use of additional funding sources

Have a satisfactory credit history and demonstrate adequate financial capacity to own and
operate the housing, including the use of any available rental assistance funding.

Have control of the development site.
Demonstrate they will provide the required number of lower income units.
Prioritize underserved areas.

Meet the State’s housing priority needs as described in the Consolidated Plan: Improve
and Preserve the Quality of Housing, Expand Affordable Housing Opportunities, and/or
Help Maine People Attain Housing Stability.

In addition, the management agent for the housing must demonstrate successful experience in

managing similar properties.

MaineHousing generally selects those developments that will provide the greatest amount of long

term, low-income housing at the least cost of taxpayer subsidy dollars.

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
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If only summary criteria were
described, how can potential
applicants access application
manuals or other

state publications describing the
application criteria? (CDBG only)

Describe the process for awarding
funds to state recipients and how the
state will make its allocation

available

to units of general local government,
and non-profit organizations,
including community and faith-
based

organizations. (ESG only)

Identify the method of selecting
project sponsors (including
providing full access to grassroots
faith-based and other

community-based organizations).
(HOPWA only)

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
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Describe how resources will be
allocated among funding categories.

HOME and HTF funds allocated to the Rental Loan Program are expected to be used for the
construction, acquisition and rehabilitation, and rehabilitation of qualified residential rental

projects.

HTT units must be provided to individuals with specific housing needs and incomes at or below
30% of Area Median Income (AMI). The estimated FY 2023 HTF Allocation Amount is
$3,060,413.21; of that $2,759,772 is for direct investment in unit production. HUD regulations
allow MaineHousing to use up to ten percent ($306,641.21) of the state allocation for reasonable
costs to administer the HTTF.

Describe threshold factors and grant
size limits.

A. Combination of Available Resoutrces

MaineHousing attempts to maximize the impact of the limited resources it has available by
combining resources and encouraging applicants to seck other non-MaineHousing sources of
funding.

B. Tax-exempt Bond Financing

MaineHousing may issue tax-exempt bonds under Section 142(d) or Section 145 of the Internal
Revenue Code (Code) as a source of funding under the Program. The Code imposes certain
requirements and limitations on the use of tax-exempt bond proceeds. There may be additional
requirements under the Program.

C. Non Tax Exempt Proceeds

Non tax exempt proceeds are used mostly in conjunction with an allocation of low income

housing tax credits under the competitive Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program.
D. Subsidy Resources

Any project receiving subsidy is subject to the regulatory requirements associated with the
subsidy resource.

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
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What are the outcome measures
expected as a result of the method of
distribution?

MaineHousing expects to create or preserve 150 new rental units, 7 to 10 of which will be rental

units serving extremely low income households using the HTF.

State Program Name:

Stability through Engagement Program (STEP) TBRA

Funding Sources:

HOME

Describe the state program
addressed by the Method of
Distribution.

STEP is designed to provide short- and medium-term rental assistance for up to 24 months to
help individuals and families experiencing homelessness achieve housing stability. Referrals to the
STEP Program can only be made by the Housing Navigators, and the Maine Coordinated Entry
System (MCES) as the system develops.

Describe all of the criteria that will
be used to select applications and
the relative importance of these

criteria.

Rapid Re-housing participants may be eligible to receive short- and medium-term rental assistance,
for a maximum of 24 months, through STEP if they meet the following requirements (unless
prohibited by VAWA):

e Staying in a shelter or working with an ESHAP provider.
e Enrolled and participating in ESHAP with an approved Housing Stability Plan.

e Continued contact with their Housing Navigator to review progress no less than every 30

days.
e Reassessment to evaluate if continued assistance is necessary at 12 months.
e As referred to STEP from the MCES Prioritized List once the process is developed.
See STEP Administrative Plan for detail (attached).
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If only summary criteria were
described, how can potential
applicants access application
manuals or other

state publications describing the
application criteria? (CDBG only)

Describe the process for awarding
funds to state recipients and how the
state will make its allocation

available

to units of general local government,
and non-profit organizations,
including community and faith-
based

organizations. (ESG only)

Identify the method of selecting
project sponsors (including
providing full access to grassroots
faith-based and other

community-based organizations).
(HOPWA only)

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)
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Describe how resources will be Not Applicable
allocated among funding categories.

Describe threshold factors and grant | Not Applicable
size limits.

What are the outcome measures The goal for the STEP program is to administer 135 STEP coupons to rapidly re-house individuals
expected as a result of the method of and/or families expetiencing homelessness and to keep 95% of them stably housed.

distribution?
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Discussion:

The method of distribution above relates to money budgeted to the programs mentioned. Administrative
costs are partially covered by 10 percent of the annual HOME and HTF allocations and 7.5 percent of the
annual ESG allocation.
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AP-35 Projects — (Optional)

Introduction:

See the CDBG 2023 Program Statement

# Project Name

1 | HOME23 TBRA

2 | ESG23 Maine

3 | Rental Loan Program 23
4 | HOME23 ADMIN

5| HTF23 Admin

Table 9 — Project Information

Describe the reasons for allocation priorities and any obstacles to addressing underserved
needs

The allocation priorities are reflective of program history and public input. Allocation amounts are based on
demand and capacity of the agencies.

MaineHousing and DECD strive to use federal funds efficiently and effectively by combining them with
other available resources that will serve as matching funds.
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AP-38 Project Summary

Project Summary Information

1| Project Name HOME23 TBRA

Target Area

Goals Supported

Needs Addressed Help Maine People Attain Housing Stability

Funding HOME: $1,400,000

Description STEP (TBRA) is designed to provide short- and medium-term rental
assistance for 24 months to help individuals and families achieve housing
stability. The focus is on rapidly re-housing people who are currently
experiencing homelessness. Referrals to the STEP Program can only be
made by Housing Navigators.

Target Date 12/31/2023

Estimate the number | 135 Households

and type of families

that will benefit from

the proposed activities

Location Description | Statewide

Planned Activities

2 | Project Name ESG23 Maine

Target Area

Goals Supported Provide Rapid Re-Housing
Support Emergency Shelter Operations & Services

Needs Addressed Help Maine People Attain Housing Stability

Funding ESG: $1,387,536

Description MaineHousing plans to use the 2023 allocation of ESG funds to provide
grants to emergency shelters serving people who are homeless or at risk of
homelessness. Grants may be used for shelter operations, rapid re-housing
and HMIS data collection costs.

Target Date 12/31/2023

Estimate the number | MaineHousing anticipates serving 2,400 households with rapid rehousing

and type of families funding and 5,500 people with emergency shelter funding.

that will benefit from

the proposed activities
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Location Description | Statewide
Planned Activities
3 Project Name Rental Loan Program 23
Target Area State Of Maine
Goals Supported Expand Affordable Housing Opportunities
Needs Addressed Expand Affordable Housing Opportunities
Funding HOME: $2,811,226
HTT: $3,066,413
Description The primary goal of the Rental Loan Program is to create and preserve
affordable multi-family residential rental housing in the State of Maine. The
HTT has been allocated entirely to this program. Eligible activities will
include acquisition and/or rehabilitation of existing housing units, adaptive
re-use of existing buildings, or new construction of rental housing units.
Target Date
Estimate the number | The 2023 goal is 150 new multifamily units, 7 to 10 of which will be new
and type of families supportive housing units for extremely low income individuals.
that will benefit from
the proposed activities
Location Description | Statewide
Planned Activities New construction and acquisition/rehabilitation of multifamily housing.
4 | Project Name HOME23 ADMIN
Target Area
Goals Supported
Needs Addressed
Funding HOME: $467,914
Description HOME Admin and Program Income Admin
Target Date
Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities
Location Description
Planned Activities
5 | Project Name HTF23 Admin
Target Area
Annual Action Plan 40
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Goals Supported

Needs Addressed

Funding HTF: $306,641
Description HTF Admin
Target Date

Estimate the number
and type of families
that will benefit from
the proposed activities

Location Description

Planned Activities

Annual Action Plan
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AP-40 Section 108 Loan Guarantee — 91.320(k) (1) (ii)

Will the state help non-entitlement units of general local government to apply for Section
108 loan funds?

No

Available Grant Amounts

Acceptance process of applications

Annual Action Plan
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AP-45 Community Revitalization Strategies — 91.320(k) (1) (ii)

Will the state allow units of general local government to carry out community revitalization
strategies?

No

State’s Process and Criteria for approving local government revitalization strategies
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AP-50 Geographic Distribution — 91.320(f)

Description of the geographic areas of the state (including areas of low-income and
minority concentration) where assistance will be directed

The State of Maine does not prioritize the allocation of CDBG, HOME, HTF or ESG funds

geographically. Income eligible citizens, eligible HTT recipients, and housing developers may apply for grants
or loans from anywhere in Maine. Low Income Housing Tax credit priorities include projects in rural areas
and Difficult to Develop Areas.

Geographic Distribution

Target Area | Percentage of Funds
State Of Maine 100
Table 10 - Geographic Distribution

Rationale for the priorities for allocating investments geographically

MaineHousing and DECD have chosen not to target particular geographical areas for special assistance.
Discussion

Please see above
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Affordable Housing

AP-55 Affordable Housing — 24 CFR 91.320(g)

Introduction:

Affordable housing goals vary by program and the population to be served. Data in the following tables may
overlap due to programs that assist both households as well as individuals.

The term affordable housing used in 24 CFR 92.252 and 92.254 includes several elements that are not
requirements of ESG and CDBG. Therefore, only HOME and HTF units that receive federal assistance that
can be assured of meeting the standard of "affordable housing" are described here.

One Year Goals for the Number of Households to be Supported
Homeless 142
Non-Homeless 140
Special-Needs 3
Total 285

Table 11 - One Year Goals for Affordable Housing by Support Requirement

One Year Goals for the Number of Households Supported
Through
Rental Assistance 135
The Production of New Units 135
Rehab of Existing Units 15
Acquisition of Existing Units 0
Total 285

Table 12 - One Year Goals for Affordable Housing by Support Type

Discussion:

The goals listed above are in relation to HOME and HTF funding only. Additional households will be
assisted with other programs offered by MaineHousing and DECD.

Annual Action Plan 45
2023

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)



AP-60 Public Housing - 24 CFR 91.320(j)

Introduction:

The State of Maine does not operate any public housing units directly, nor does it receive any funding to do
so. When requested, MaineHousing reviews Annual and Five-Year Plans of public housing authorities and
issues certifications to those that are consistent with Maine’s Consolidated Plan.

Actions planned during the next year to address the needs to public housing

While MaineHousing does not have jurisdiction over public housing agencies, several public housing
authorities and other housing and community development agencies are required to obtain a certification that
their program plans are consistent with the State of Maine Consolidated Plan. The State Consolidated Plan
serves the majority of the state since only a few local jurisdictions develop Consolidated Plan documents. In
2023, MaineHousing will serve as the lead agency for reviewing housing plans for consistency with the
housing component of the State Consolidated Plan.

MaineHousing has both a PHA Permanent and Short Term Financial Demonstration Programs available to
assist PHAs in financing housing development related costs, including acquisition and rehabilitation costs.

Actions to encourage public housing residents to become more involved in management
and participate in homeownership

Public housing residents are encouraged to participate in the home buyer programs offered through
MaineHousing and its participating lenders, as long as they meet eligibility criteria.

If the PHA is designated as troubled, describe the manner in which financial assistance will
be provided or other assistance

MaineHousing is not designated as a troubled PHA.
Discussion:

See Above
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AP-65 Homeless and Other Special Needs Activities — 91.320(h)

Introduction

The Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) program is designed to help with: operating shelter costs as well as
health, employment, and housing services; rapid re-housing and housing stabilization services for homeless
individuals and families; and HMIS data collection. This funding opportunity is available to existing
emergency shelters throughout the state sponsored by not-for-profit organizations and local municipalities.
Administrative guidance for the Emergency Solutions Grant Program is provided through the Homeless
Solutions Rule, Emergency Shelter and Housing Assistance Program (ESHAP) Program Guide &
Application, ESHAP Navigator Services Guide, MaineHousing ESG Written Standards, and the STEP
Admin plan.

Describe the jurisdictions one-year goals and actions for reducing and ending homelessness
including

Reaching out to homeless persons (especially unsheltered persons) and assessing their
individual needs

MaineHousing's Homeless Solutions Rule states that all grantees will provide services based upon Rapid Re-
Housing or Housing First tenets. Grantees are given access to short, medium, and long-term rapid re-
housing resources to assist them in achieving this goal. Shelters are provided training on Rapid Re-Housing
and Housing First principles and are required to have a Housing Navigator at each grantee recipient location
with a working knowledge of these services and concepts. All households being served complete the Maine
Navigator Services Eligibility Assessment (Maine NavSEA) to determine eligibility for services and to guide
the client to available housing as quickly and efficiently as possible. Grantees also utilize the Maine
Coordinated Entry System (MCES) phased assessment to assess their current needs and direct them to
appropriate housing options within Coordinated Entry. All shelters are given the opportunity to extend their
Navigator Services to serve eligible persons experiencing homelessness who are unsheltered.

Addressing the emergency shelter and transitional housing needs of homeless persons

ESG funding will be utilized for shelter operations and rapid re-housing activities, as well as HMIS data
collection. The ESG shelter funding one-year goal is to provide assistance to 5500 persons served by 40 ESG
funded providers.

Helping homeless persons (especially chronically homeless individuals and families,
families with children, veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth) make the
transition to permanent housing and independent living, including shortening the period of
time that individuals and families experience homelessness, facilitating access for homeless
individuals and families to affordable housing units, and preventing individuals and families
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who were recently homeless from becoming homeless again

e PATH serves at-risk individuals and families with unmet mental illness or co-occurring disorders.

e The SSVF Program provides outreach and case management to at-risk veterans’ families statewide.

e DPine Tree Legal Assistance helps people facing evictions in larger cities.

e Maine DHHS uses some BRAP (Bridging Rental Assistance Program) funds for homelessness
prevention.

e MaineHousing provides ESG funding and the ESHAP program to 37 shelters.

e MaineHousing provides state funding for a Rapid Rehousing program through six partner agencies
across the state

e  MaineHousing provides state funding for a Housing Problem Solving program, which utilizes Rapid
Resolution approaches and techniques to divert people away from homelessness prior to losing
housing, or to rapidly resolve their housing crisis after housing has been lost.

The “long-term stayers” (in shelter over 180 days) initiative is a service collaborative that meets regularly to
identify and target services and resources toward those persons who are heavily utilizing shelter and other
emergency resources. Homeless Service Providers will continue to be funded with an emphasis on
performance measures that increase the number of households able to obtain and maintain permanent

housing and reduce the incidents of returns to homelessness.

Helping low-income individuals and families avoid becoming homeless, especially
extremely low-income individuals and families and those who are: being discharged from
publicly funded institutions and systems of care (such as health care facilities, mental health
facilities, foster care and other youth facilities, and corrections programs and institutions);
or, receiving assistance from public or private agencies that address housing, health, social

services, employment, education, or youth needs

Foster Care: Maine DHHS contracts with not-for-profit youth service providers statewide to help youth and
families develop healthy transition plans and assist youth in obtaining Transitional Housing, Permanent
Housing, and Permanent Supportive Housing, or to remain in care until they have finished their education.
Providers actively monitor teens who are discharged from foster care to the streets or shelters, and advocate
with Maine DHHS for improved policies and resources.

Health Care: Hospital Discharge Planning Guidelines have been developed by the Statewide Homeless
Council and Maine hospitals regarding the discharge of homeless patients. The Guidelines instruct hospitals
to begin the discharge planning process upon admission. Patients are to be discharged with appropriate
clothing and with a plan for accessing required medications/supplies. MCoC members also monitor
discharges to shelters and follow up with hospitals as needed. Each Maine hospital or community discharge
location must designate a management team member to oversee ongoing compliance with the Guidelines.

Mental Health: The Guidelines above also include discharge planning for patients with mental health issues,
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instructing hospitals to begin the discharge planning process upon admission, and working with appropriate
providers. MCoC members monitor discharges of patients with mental illness to shelters and follow up as
necessary. The Statewide Homeless Council is leading an effort to create a Medicaid Waiver for long-term
homeless individuals that will improve housing search and tenancy support options. Placement options
include family, residential treatment facilities, market rate apartments, boarding homes, and other federal-,
state- or locally-funded housing options (such as Section 515 rental units, LIHT'C-funded projects, HOPWA-
funded housing, local- or state-funded residential recovery or transitional housing, group homes, and/or
halfway houses). Individuals needing higher levels of medical care may be placed in private non-

medical institutions.

Corrections: The Statewide Homeless Council and MCoC oppose any policy that releases inmates to
shelters. Although no specific Department of Corrections (DoC) policy exists to prevent release of offenders
to shelters, Maine DoC's goal is to prevent release to shelters. To achieve this goal, DoC's policy is to begin
pre-release planning 45 days prior to release (County jails begin pre-release planning at 90 days). MCoC
providers work collaboratively with prison staff to help find community housing and supportive services
(when needed) for inmates following release. STEP vouchers are also available with very limited parameters.

Discussion

See Above
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AP-75 Barriers to affordable housing — 91.320(i)

Introduction:

In 2019 MaineHousing updated the Maine Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice (Al). The
process included discussions focused on potential impediments to affordable housing in Maine with business
partners including the Department of Community Economic Development, the Maine Human Rights
Commission, developers, realtors, providers of services to older adults, and lenders

Actions it planned to remove or ameliorate the negative effects of public policies that serve
as barriers to affordable housing such as land use controls, tax policies affecting land,
zoning ordinances, building codes, fees and charges, growth limitations, and policies
affecting the return on residential investment

Research conducted for the State of Maine’s Analysis of Impediments identified the following impediments
to fair housing.

1. Lack of Affordable Housing

2. Racial, Ethnic and Cultural Barriers

3. Community Planning and Zoning Decisions that Impede Affordable Housing

4. Lack of Availability and Access to Housing for Disabled Individuals

5. Limited access to Neighborhood Opportunities and Community Assets

6. Lack of Understanding of Fair Housing and Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing

The Al identifies actions and measureable outcomes to address these impediments. Action types include:

e Data Collection and Analysis
e Program Design
e Education and Outreach

o FEvaluation
Discussion:

Results of actions taken to address the identified impediments to fair housing are reported in the
Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER), which is submitted annually to HUD.
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AP-85 Other Actions — 91.320(j)

Introduction:

The following sections discuss other actions MaineHousing and DECD will undertake in FY 2023,
Actions planned to address obstacles to meeting underserved needs

MaineHousing and the Department of Economic and Community Development will continue to encourage
qualified applicants to apply for CDBG, HOME, HTF and ESG funds.

MaineHousing is expanding access to programs by translating program materials into 6 different languages,
meeting regularly with organizations representing the immigrant community, and contracting for culturally
appropriate support services when needed.

Actions planned to foster and maintain affordable housing

The activities to foster and maintain affordable housing include the production of new units, and financing
home purchase and home rehabilitation.

The State utilizes other programs to help foster and maintain affordable housing including:

¢ Low Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC)
e the Housing Choice Voucher program
e the Low Income Heating Assistance Program (HEAP) and the Weatherization program, and

e a Maine state tax credit program that will provide additional resources to support the development of
affordable housing.

Actions planned to reduce lead-based paint hazards

MaineHousing currently administers a $3.8 million, 42 month HUD-funded Lead Hazard Reduction Grant
Program. The program provides grants to single-family, owner-occupied homes and owners of residential
rental units to make their properties lead safe. Owners of residential rental units are required to keep the units
affordable (50% - 80% of AMI) for three years after the completion of the abatement work. This program
includes a comprehensive Healthy Homes assessment and intervention component which addresses a variety
of health and safety related housing conditions, such as indoor allergen reduction, injury prevention (falls,
electrical hazards, etc.), carbon monoxide and radon, and excess heat and cold.

MaineHousing administers a $3 million State HOME funded Maine Lead Paint Hazard Abatement Program
that provides grants to assist single-family, owner occupied homes and owners of residential rental units to
make their homes and apartments lead safe. Owners of residential rental units are required to rent to low-
income renters (at or below 100% AMI) and the units must remain affordable (Fair Market Rent rates) for
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four years after the completion of the abatement work.
HUD-funded Lead Hazard Reduction Grant Program.

Achieving lead safe homes is accomplished by using licensed lead abatement contractors to abate lead-based
paint hazards and may involve interior and exterior work. Lead-based paint abatement measures employed
for both the HUD-funded and State-funded programs are based on a lead design plan and may include paint
removal or stabilization, encapsulation or replacement of siding, as well as door and window replacements.

The State of Maine has an efficient institutional structure through which housing and community
development programs are delivered. DECD is the administrator of CDBG funds and MaineHousing is the
administrator of HOME, HTF and ESG funding. Both MaineHousing and DECD participate in a number of
standing meetings with representatives from state and local government, the Continuum of Care, and not-for-
profit and private providers of housing, homelessness and economic development services.

Actions planned to reduce the number of poverty-level families

The State of Maine has not formally adopted a statewide anti-poverty strategy. However, the strategy and
goals of the Five-Year Consolidated Plan and the Annual Action Plan directly address the issues of

individuals who are living in poverty.

In Maine, there is a statewide network of Community Action Agencies (CAAs) with a common purpose of
providing services to low income people across Maine. The goal of these agencies is to empower low income
people to lift themselves and their families out of poverty.

Actions planned to develop institutional structure

The State of Maine has an efficient institutional structure through which housing and community
development programs are delivered. DECD is the administrator of CDBG funds and MaineHousing is the
administrator of HOME, HTF and ESG funding. Both MaineHousing and DECD patticipate in a number
of standing meetings with representatives from state and local government, the Continuum of Care, and not-

for-profit and private providers of housing, homelessness and economic development services.

Actions planned to enhance coordination between public and private housing and social

service agencies

A number of private sector, public and social service agencies have been involved in the Consolidated
Planning process. Continued coordination with these groups will be a key to the success of the
plan. MaineHousing plans to maintain communications with pertinent individuals and groups, both via

traditional methods and through new technologies (e.g. on-line meetings, internet-based survey's, etc.)

Both MaineHousing and DECD are members of many different trade organizations and advisory boards.
This involvement provides an opportunity to enhance coordination. Additionally both agencies participate in
a number of standing meetings with representatives from state and local government, not-for-profit and
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private providers of housing, economic development organizations, the Continuum of Care and

homelessness setrvices.
Discussion:

Please see above

Annual Action Plan
2023

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

53



Program Specific Requirements
AP-90 Program Specific Requirements — 91.320(k)(1,2,3)

Introduction:

HOME, ESG and CDBG funding is open to all eligible applicants. The Rental Loan Program Guide, the
CDBG Program Statement, the Homeless Program Rule, the ESHAP Program Guide, the STEP Program
Guide, and the Consolidated Plan outline the respective programs.

Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG)
Reference 24 CFR 91.320(k)(1)
Projects planned with all CDBG funds expected to be available during the year are identified in the Projects
Table. The following identifies program income that is available for use that is included in projects to be
carried out.

1. The total amount of program income that will have been received before the start of the next

program year and that has not yet been reprogrammed 0
2. The amount of proceeds from section 108 loan guarantees that will be used during the year to

address the priority needs and specific objectives identified in the grantee's strategic plan. 0
3. The amount of surplus funds from urban renewal settlements 0
4. The amount of any grant funds returned to the line of credit for which the planned use has not been
included in a prior statement or plan 0
5. The amount of income from float-funded activities 0
Total Program Income: 0

Other CDBG Requirements

1. The amount of urgent need activities 0

2. The estimated percentage of CDBG funds that will be used for activities that benefit

persons of low and moderate income. Overall Benefit - A consecutive period of one,

two or three years may be used to determine that a minimum overall benefit of 70% of

CDBG funds is used to benefit persons of low and moderate income. Specify the years

covered that include this Annual Action Plan. 80.00%

HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME)
Reference 24 CFR 91.320(k)(2)
1. A description of other forms of investment being used beyond those identified in Section 92.205 is as
follows:

Maine utilizes only the forms of investment included in Section 92.205.

2. A description of the guidelines that will be used for resale or recapture of HOME funds when used for
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homebuyer activities as required in 92.254, is as follows:

MaineHousing does not intend to use HOME funds for homebuyer activities.

A description of the guidelines for resale or recapture that ensures the affordability of units acquired with
HOME funds? See 24 CFR 92.254(a)(4) are as follows:

MaineHousing does not intend to use HOME funds for homebuyer activities.

Plans for using HOME funds to refinance existing debt secured by multifamily housing that is
rehabilitated with HOME funds along with a description of the refinancing guidelines required that will
be used under 24 CEFR 92.206(b), are as follows:

The MaineHousing Rental Loan Program Guide is the document which governs lending activities,
including those projects financed with HOME funds. The RLP Guide specifically refers to compliance
with 24 CFR Part 92 for any project which uses HOME funds. The RLP Guide describes eligible
applicants and the application process. The RLP Guide is available on the MaineHousing website.

The refinancing requirements include the following conditions:

Demonstrate that rehabilitation is the primary eligible activity and ensure that this requirement is met by
establishing a minimum level of rehabilitation per unit or a required ratio between rehabilitation and
refinancing,.

Require a review of management practices to demonstrate that disinvestment in the property has not
occurred; that long-term needs of the project can be met; and that the feasibility of serving the targeted
population over an extended affordability period can be demonstrated.

State whether the new investment is being made to maintain current affordable units, create additional
affordable units, or both.

Specify the required period of affordability, whether it is a minimum 15 years or longer.

Specify whether the investment of HOME funds may be state-wide or limited to a specific geographic
area, such as a community identified in a neighborhood revitalization strategy under 24 CFR 91.315(g) or
a federally designated Empowerment Zone or Enterprise Community.

State that HOME funds cannot be used to refinance multifamily loans made or insured by any federal
program, including the CDBG program.

If applicable to a planned HOME TBRA activity, a description of the preference for persons with special
needs or disabilities. (See 24 CEFR 92.209(c)(2)(i) and CFR 91.220(1)(2) (vii)).

If applicable to a planned HOME TBRA activity, a description of how the preference for a specific
category of individuals with disabilities (e.g. persons with HIV/AIDS or chronic mental illness) will
narrow the gap in benefits and the preference is needed to narrow the gap in benefits and services
received by such persons. (See 24 CEFR 92.209(c)(2)(ii) and 91.220(1)(2)(vii)).
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7. If applicable, a description of any preference or limitation for rental housing projects. (See 24 CFR
92.253(d)(3) and CFR 91.220(1)(2)(vii)). Note: Preferences cannot be administered in a manner that limits
the opportunities of persons on any basis prohibited by the laws listed under 24 CFR 5.105(a).

Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)
Reference 91.320(k)(3)

1. Include written standards for providing ESG assistance (may include as attachment)

Please see the CoC Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Written Standards dated November 2020
(attached).

2. If the Continuum of Care has established centralized or coordinated assessment system that
meets HUD requirements, describe that centralized or coordinated assessment system.

Please see the attached CoC Joint Coordinated Entry System for the State of Maine’s Continuums of
Care Written Standards.

3. Identify the process for making sub-awards and describe how the ESG allocation available to
private nonprofit organizations (including community and faith-based organizations).

Not Applicable

4. If the jurisdiction is unable to meet the homeless participation requirement in 24 CFR
576.405(a), the jurisdiction must specify its plan for reaching out to and consulting with
homeless or formerly homeless individuals in considering policies and funding decisions
regarding facilities and services funded under ESG.

MaineHousing and its ESG Grantees currently meet the homeless participation requirement in 24 CFR
576.405(a).

5. Describe performance standards for evaluating ESG.

With assistance from HUD Technical Assistance, a monitoring tool, which includes a risk analysis score,
and a CoC reporting mechanism have been created and are currently in use. Using these tools, a written
report will be presented to the CoC at least annually.

Housing Trust Fund (HTF)
Reference 24 CFR 91.320(k)(5)

1. How will the grantee distribute its HTF funds? Select all that apply:
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M Applications submitted by eligible recipients

2. If distributing HTF funds through grants to subgrantees, describe the method for distributing
HTF funds through grants to subgrantees and how those funds will be made available to state
agencies and/or units of general local government. If not distributing funds through grants to
subgrantees, enter “N/A”.

Not Applicable

3. If distributing HTF funds by selecting applications submitted by eligible recipients,

a. Describe the eligibility requirements for recipients of HTT funds (as defined in 24 CFR § 93.2). If
not distributing funds by selecting applications submitted by eligible recipients, enter “N/A”.

Eligible applicants are:
e Successful LIHTC applicants
Ineligible Applicants include:

e The Applicant, any Principal thereof, or Affiliates of either

a) has an uncorrected IRS Form 8823 in connection with any LIHT'C Project to the extent it is
correctable unless previously waived by MaineHousing;

b) has been declared in default or has been 60 calendar days or more delinquent on any loan with
MaineHousing, unless the default or delinquency has been cured or there

is an approved payment or workout plan in good standing prior to the Application deadline;

¢) has ever been the owner of any project in which MaineHousing has foreclosed a mortgage
interest or received a deed-in-lieu of foreclosure of a mortgage interest unless previously waived by
MaineHousing;

d) is presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, or excluded from participation in any
federal or state programs;

e) has in the last 10 years either commenced or had commenced against it any proceeding in or for
bankruptcy, receivership, reorganization or any other arrangement for relief from creditors
commenced against it that affected a MaineHousing-funded project that was not dismissed within 90
calendar days; or

e The tax credit syndicator, investor, or Affiliates of either

a) transferred its interest in any LIHT'C Project after March 25, 2014 in violation of the Ownership
Transfer Rule; or

b) failed to make any required capital contributions with respect to any LIHTC Project, and has not
corrected such actions prior to the Application deadline.

MaineHousing may reject the Application if it determines the deficiencies are not addressed.
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MaineHousing may also require financial statements from the Applicant, Principal thereof, or
Affiliates of either.

Funds remaining after the initial RFP process may be distributed by MaineHousing under a subsequent REFP
available to all or a subset of the above eligible recipients. Individuals are not eligible to receive direct
assistance from the HTF. The State does not intend to use sub-grantees in the 2023 funding cycle.

b. Describe the grantee’s application requirements for eligible recipients to apply for HTF funds. If
not distributing funds by selecting applications submitted by eligible recipients, enter “N/A”.

MaineHousing will distribute HTF funds through a competitive process by selecting applications that are
submitted by eligible recipients under the rules of MaineHousing’s Qualified Allocation Plan (QAP) for
LIHTC. Scoring will be based upon a combination of the required selection criteria located at 24
CFR§91.320[k][5] and selection criteria adopted by MaineHousing. The QAP will be available on the
MaineHousing website.

c. Describe the selection criteria that the grantee will use to select applications submitted by eligible
recipients. If not distributing funds by selecting applications submitted by eligible recipients, enter
“N/A”.

The selection criteria will be included in the QAP and will include all of the following (listed in order of
highest priority to least priority):

Threshold Criteria: (Required for the application to be eligible)
All tenants must be limited to 30% of AMI or less.
For rental housing, the duration of the units’ affordability period

MaineHousing will require that affordability be for a 30 year term. The affordability requirements will be
outlined in a deed covenant that will be recorded in the applicable registry of deeds.

Scoring Criteria:

e Extent to which project provides housing and services to vulnerable populations (for HTT units)

e Extent to which applicant demonstrates ability to undertake required eligible development activities
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and obligate funds in a timely manner

® [xtent to which applicant demonstrates their ability to make use of additional funding sources

e Extent to which applicant demonstrates a satisfactory credit history and adequate financial capacity
to own and operate the housing, including the use of any available rental assistance funding,.

® [xtent to which applicant demonstrates control of the development site.

e Extent to which project provides the required number of lower income units.

e Hxtent to which project prioritizes underserved areas.

e Extent to which project meets the State’s housing priority needs as described in the Consolidated

Plan: Improve and Preserve the Quality of Housing, Expand Affordable Housing Opportunities,
and/or Help Maine People Attain Housing Stability.

In addition, the management agent for the housing must demonstrate successful experience in managing
similar properties.

d. Describe the grantee’s required priority for funding based on geographic diversity (as defined by
the grantee in the consolidated plan). If not distributing funds by selecting applications submitted
by eligible recipients, enter “N/A”.

MaineHousing will regard the entire State of Maine as the eligible area for purposes of the HTF. However,
applicants will receive points for projects that will be developed in locations that have been designated as high

opportunity areas or areas that are underserved.

e. Describe the grantee’s required priority for funding based on the applicant's ability to obligate
HTF funds and undertake eligible activities in a timely manner. If not distributing funds by selecting
applications submitted by eligible recipients, enter “N/A”.

As noted above, applicants will be evaluated on project readiness, including local approvals, architectural
plans and site control. Additionally, MaineHousing will consider an applicant's track-record for developing
projects successfully within a reasonable timeframe.

f. Describe the grantee’s required priority for funding based on the extent to which the rental project
has Federal, State, or local project-based rental assistance so that rents are affordable to extremely
low-income families. If not distributing funds by selecting applications submitted by eligible
recipients, enter “N/A”.

MaineHousing may make Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers available on a “project-based” basis for eligible
units funded with HTF.

g. Describe the grantee’s required priority for funding based on the financial feasibility of the project
beyond the required 30-year period. If not distributing funds by selecting applications submitted by
eligible recipients, enter “N/A”.
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MaineHousing will require that affordability be for a 30 year term. The affordability requirements will be
outlined in a deed covenant that will be recorded in the applicable registry of deeds.

h. Describe the grantee’s required priority for funding based on the merits of the application in
meeting the priority housing needs of the grantee (such as housing that is accessible to transit or
employment centers, housing that includes green building and sustainable development features, or
housing that serves special needs populations). If not distributing funds by selecting applications
submitted by eligible recipients, enter “N/A”.

All applications will be required to address one or more of the following Consolidated Plan
priorities: Improve Housing Quality, Expand the Supply of Affordable Housing, and/or Help Maine People
Attain Housing Stability.

1. Describe the grantee’s required priority for funding based on the extent to which the application
makes use of non-federal funding sources. If not distributing funds by selecting applications
submitted by eligible recipients, enter “N/A”.

See scoring criteria above.

4. Does the grantee’s application require the applicant to include a description of the eligible
activities to be conducted with HTF funds? If not distributing funds by selecting applications
submitted by eligible recipients, select “N/A”.

Yes

5. Does the grantee’s application require that each eligible recipient certify that housing units assisted
with HTF funds will comply with HTT requirements? If not distributing funds by selecting
applications submitted by eligible recipients, select “N/A”.

Yes

6. Performance Goals and Benchmarks. The grantee has met the requirement to provide for
performance goals and benchmarks against which the grantee will measure its progress, consistent
with the grantee’s goals established under 24 CFR 91.315(b)(2), by including HTT in its housing
goals in the housing table on the SP-45 Goals and AP-20 Annual Goals and Objectives screens.

Yes

7. Maximum Per-unit Development Subsidy Amount for Housing Assisted with HTF
Funds. Enter or attach the grantee’s maximum per-unit development subsidy limits for housing
assisted with HTF funds.
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The limits must be adjusted for the number of bedrooms and the geographic location of the project.
The limits must also be reasonable and based on actual costs of developing non-luxury housing in
the area.

If the grantee will use existing limits developed for other federal programs such as the Low Income
Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) per unit cost limits, HOME’s maximum per-unit subsidy amounts,
and/or Public Housing Development Cost Limits (TDCs), it must include a desctiption of how the
HTF maximum per-unit development subsidy limits were established or a description of how
existing limits developed for another program and being adopted for HTF meet the HTF
requirements specified above.

Total Development Cost (TDC).

Cost reasonableness will be evaluated using an index, which is the weighted average of the TDC per unit and
the TDC per bedroom. For mixed-use projects, the TDC for only the residential portion of the project,
including common areas, will be used for this calculation. The weighted average will be calculated as follows:

(12 X TDC/unit] + [TDC/bedroom) divided by 3.

The product of this calculation will be referred to throughout this document as the “TDC Index”. An
Application will be rejected if the TDC Index exceeds the TDC Index Cap below for a project of its type at
any time prior to the later of the construction loan closing or carryover allocation.

Type of Project TDC Index Cap
Adaptive Reuse $337,500 per unit
New construction $318,750 per unit
Acquisition and rehabilitation of existing housing $206,250 per unit

8. Rehabilitation Standards. The grantee must establish rehabilitation standards for all HTF-
assisted housing rehabilitation activities that set forth the requirements that the housing must meet
upon project completion. The grantee’s description of its standards must be in sufficient detail to
determine the required rehabilitation work including methods and materials. The standards may
refer to applicable codes or they may establish requirements that exceed the minimum requirements
of the codes. The grantee must attach its rehabilitation standards below.

In addition, the rehabilitation standards must address each of the following: health and safety; major
systems; lead-based paint; accessibility; disaster mitigation (where relevant); state and local codes,
ordinances, and zoning requirements; Uniform Physical Condition Standards; Capital Needs
Assessments (if applicable); and broadband infrastructure (if applicable).
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MaineHousing will utilize the MaineHousing Quality Standards and Procedures Manual (located on the
MaineHousing website) to ensure that the rehabilitation standards located at §93.301[b] are met for all
housing units rehabilitated with HTF funds. The MaineHousing Manual covers all applicable accessibility
requirements, and state and local standards, codes, regulations, and zoning requirements. In addition,
MaineHousing will further require that:

e The project team shall provide an estimate (based on age and condition) of the remaining useful life
of the major building systems upon project completion. Major systems include: structural support
and roofing; cladding and weatherproofing (e.g., windows, doors, siding, gutters); plumbing;
electrical; and heating, ventilation, and air conditioning.

e For multifamily housing with 26 or more total units, the useful life of systems must be determined
through a capital needs assessment that determines the work to be performed and identifies the long-
term physical needs of the project.

e  If the remaining useful life of one or more major systems is less than the applicable period of
affordability, MaineHousing will ensure that a replacement reserve is established and that adequate
monthly payments are made to repair or replace the systems as needed.

At the onset of any project, MaineHousing will conduct on-site inspections with qualified UPCS inspectors
on staff to identify any deficiencies from HUD’s Uniform Physical Condition Standards (UPCS). Any such
deficiencies will be addressed in the renovation scopes of work. Follow-up inspections will be conducted at
the completion of the project to assure any and all identified deficiencies have been properly addressed.
(Attached are UPCS Inspectable Items and Observable Deficiencies)

Lead-based Paint

Unless a property or housing unit is exempt from HUD’s lead-based paint regulations at 24 CFR Part 35, as
provided in §35.115, MaineHousing will require the following for rehabilitation activities assisted with HTF
funds:

1. Prior to the start of any rehabilitation work at a project site, a lead-based paint (LBP) risk assessment
by a Lead Risk Assessor certified by the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (Maine
DEP), and paint testing on painted surfaces to be disturbed or replaced during rehabilitation
activities, including housing units, common atreas servicing the units, and exterior painted surfaces,
will be conducted in accordance with the Part 35 requirements and established protocols under the
Maine DEP’s Lead Management Regulations — Chapter 424 (Maine DEP Lead Regulations),
including a written report with findings, conclusions and recommendations.

1. If the LBP risk assessment indicates the presence of LBP, the Part 35 provisions for the level of
federal rehabilitation assistance applicable to the project, and any related requirements of the Maine
DEP Lead Regulations, will apply to the project, as follows:

Projects receiving an average of $5,000 or less per unit in federal rehabilitation assistance
Projects receiving an average of over $5,000 but no more than $25,000 per unit in federal
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rehabilitation assistance.
Projects receiving an average of more than $25,000 per unit in federal rehabilitation assistance.

3. Ongoing LBP maintenance and re-evaluation in accordance with §35.1355 will be required if LBP has
been identified on a project site.
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9. Resale or Recapture Guidelines. Below, the grantee must enter (or attach) a description of the
guidelines that will be used for resale or recapture of HTT funds when used to assist first-time
homebuyers. If the grantee will not use HTF funds to assist first-time homebuyers, enter “N/A”.

Not Applicable

10. HTF Affordable Homeownership Limits. If the grantee intends to use HTT funds for
homebuyer assistance and does not use the HTF affordable homeownership limits for the area
provided by HUD, it must determine 95 percent of the median area purchase price and set forth the
information in accordance with §93.305. If the grantee will not use HTT funds to assist first-time
homebuyers, enter “N/A”.

Any limitation or preference must not violate nondiscrimination requirements in § 93.350, and the
grantee must not limit or give preferences to students. The grantee may permit rental housing
owners to limit tenants or give a preference in accordance with § 93.303(d)(3) only if such limitation
or preference is described in the action plan.

MaineHousing does not intend to limit beneficiaries to any particular segments of the extremely low income
population. MaineHousing designed the QAP to enable applicants to target housing for vulnerable
populations. However, MaineHousing will not require that applicants serve selected sub-

populations. MaineHousing may award additional scoring points to applicants serving the homeless
population.

MaineHousing will require that all units that receive financial assistance from the HTF be affordable to
households with incomes at or below 30% of the Area Median Income. This affordability restriction will be
outlined in deed covenants that will remain in place for 30 years from the date that the HTF funds are
disbursed. This affordability restriction will not be contingent upon any outstanding HTF funding.

12. Refinancing of Existing Debt. Enter or attach the grantee’s refinancing guidelines below.
The guidelines describe the conditions under which the grantee will refinance existing debt. The
grantee’s refinancing guidelines must, at minimum, demonstrate that rehabilitation is the primary
eligible activity and ensure that this requirement is met by establishing a minimum level of
rehabilitation per unit or a required ratio between rehabilitation and refinancing. If the grantee will
not refinance existing debt, enter “N/A.”

Not Applicable
Discussion:

MaineHousing’s building standards require design features that are conducive to the construction of long-
lasting and durable housing that takes into consideration the potential risks of the natural environment.
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Citizen Participation Comments

MaineHousi

MAINE STATE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Aundit and Compliance Department Memorandum

To: 2023 Annual Action Plan Second Public Hearing record
From: Linda L Grotton, Director, Audit and Compliance
Date: March 16, 2023

Subject: Summary of March 16, 2023 Public Hearing

On Thursday, March 16, 2023 ar 3:00 PM MaineHousing, in conjunction with the Maine
Department of Econcemic and Community Development held a second Public Hearing for the State
of Maine 2023 Annual Actoion Plan. The heanng was held in MamneHousing's Stare of Maine
Conference Room, and the hearing was open to the general public. Notices regarding the public
hearing had gone out via email and in local newspapers on February 22, 2023, The published notices
stated the time, date and location of the public hearing, and thar the meeting rooms would be
accessible o persons with physical disabiliies. Conrace informaron was provided, as was
information necessary to testity virtally,

In artendance ar the public hearing were Mark Wiesendanger (Direcror of Development), Allison
Gallagher (Direcror of Housing Choice Vouchers), Lauren Bustard (Senior Direcror of Homeless
Initiatives), and Linda Grotton, (Director of -"l.udit.-"f.:nl'npli:mtl::l. Joining via the RingCentral viden
conference system was Deborah [ohnson, Director of Community Development Maine DECD.

The Public Hearing was opened by Mark Wiesendanger stating that the purpose of the public
hearing was to obtain comments on the draft 2023 Anneal Action Plan,. HUD TECIUITES A publil.';
hearing to gather atizen input regarding the four sources of federal funding addressed i the Action

Plan:

¢  Communiry Development Block Granes (CDBG) administered by the DECD,
o Emergency Soletions Granes (30,

*  The Home Investment Parmnership Program (HOME).

+«  Natonal Housing Trust Fund (HTFE) program.

After the introduoction, Mark opened the Hearing to publbic comment. Mo member of the public
ateended, and no pablic comments were received. Seeing no publie comment, the public hearing
was then closed.
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STATE OF MAINE
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2023 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN
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1
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opportunities. help Maine peaple aitain n.-nsml. stahility. improve eco

The draft Actics Plan is mailable on the Interet at wwew maise housing
pollcy-researchfoderal-funds  and  hipsziwww.malne govidesdcammi
development

MadneHousing and THECT) will holbd & public hesring io gaiber commenis
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S

T 105 P 3 fule;

As Posted in 5 daily Maine Newspapers

Hotices are published sach Wednesday to alert the public regarding state agency nule-making. ¥ou may ob-
tain a copy of any rule by notifying the sgency comact person. You may aba comment on the mle, andion
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established ard peojected services o the iskand community.

Essential to this study will ba & comprahenshe Invansary of Tha facility's
eialing Systenms, ils spaces and ils aite, and exlersive inguiry invahing the
admiresirative fsam, the enfire staff and the Board of Direclars mgarding
cument taciity shoricomings. The shudy will peovide oplions lo addess
those shoroamings, and a clear prajection of additional sSpaces necessany
Im andar te: batter povide bodh cumant and amvdsioned future serdces.
Cualification packages ame dus nol later han 3, 2023 a1 ICMS, 15 Medcal
Centar Loap, Winalhaven, ME 04863, ATTN- Cameron Gamall, Exacutive
Dlireafor.

The Selection Comminee wil nalify lop contenders na laker than 318,

2023,

Irtlarmation sharing, site visits and inlerviews with lop contenders wil

oocur net ker than 414, 2023,

Salacted firm wil be notilied, and an agreement will be negotiated and

execiied not kxfer than SR 2, 2023,

The work anvisioned undar such agreament, and a comprehanzive

Pragram Slatemenl is expectad o be completed and presented 1o the

Exscutiva Direciar and tha Beard of Direciars Bulding and Geounds

Commilles nod kaler han 7728, 2023,
Tha selected firm, in coordination with the Exscutive Directar ard the
Faciilies Manages, will work clasely with the KCMS stall and the Board o
Diirectars’ Building and Grounds Camminee to review aplions for addressing
tha comprahanshva neads of the BEMS faciity as above noted. It is axpected
thal Bis Sludy will fesull in a reporl lealuring winds, numbers ard dagrams
rathar than concepiual designs for the taciitg It should focus on establshing
& Program of Spaces, Meir respactive sides, and sUaBgic locatona’
adjacencesidescriplicns wilhin an envisoned faciity. To lha cegres
passibla, tha shady wil provice projected costs tor demclition, rancyvaion
and new consiruction based on a 3sguare Tool basis &t curent rales for
island implamantatian. Envienmenial susiainabilty wil be a primary facus
of ary anvisioned [acility.
In the event the Program Stastement leads o futune iaciilies. modification,
ICGME mary consider adoiticnal confraian sanaces. ncluding but not Amitsd
1 Eenoept dasgn, didign devaliprent, preparalion of bid docurments and
construction administratian.

The firm may be required to coondinale Sis work or addifional work with
cther consullams contracted by the Owner.
Irtarastad fimms shoukd submit ang (1) hard copy and ana (1) dighal copy af
& Lemar ol Irenast and Cualificalions, which inchides the fims:
a, Qualifications o undestake this projest;
b List of similar projects thal demeresirate the firm's capabilfies,
c. List of recantly completed work af similar type and size projects, with
cliant contsct information lor esch peoject:
. Prafiles of key persornel who will be irvobed in the project;
& List of buginass relarances ather than thosa ksted abave, including
corlact irko rmation.
Firms rasponding will be screaned and inferviewed on the bass af
qualificatiors anly, Propect leas and spacilic design selufions for this project
will not be decuszed al the interdew. Plans of the exisling site and facility,
spacic pragram Inmrmannn anrl a unarUnalurl sia wisit may be arrangad
subseguerd o e Thea
Commitiee will rank all firms and nngnnan:icnﬁ with the highest rnked firm

Nulln of Sale
of g unit Located al Simple
Smntlllll n-a held al mmplnsw &8 Cales Crossing Drive
Sidrey, ME 04330
March 09, 2023 at 10&m
Linit #p2 laasad in the name of Chalsea Biathrow
Linit #15 lagsan in tha nama of Travis Carigan
Linit #30 lasad in tha name af Jannsar Paggl
Linit #35 laasad in tha name af Catherira Manstiald
Linit #38 laasad in tha name af Camemcn Madar
Linit #1048 leasad in the name af Jenndar Bagis
Linit #1239 leased in the name of Michelle Bassell
Uinit #1685 leasmed in the name af Jenco Limeaoss
Linit #1379 laamad in the name af Kyle Long
Unil ¥245 leasad in the name ol Kelin Francis
A Lien has besn placed on these ileme far non-payment of rent.
Nollu of 5“
o ‘aboTA Located al Simpla
Elﬂﬂl]#l'lllw hadd at HMDWW B4 Rice Rips Road
Dakland, ME 04963
March 0%, 2023 at 11am
Bloga 1 Linit #3 laasad in the name af Evaretl Brendan
Blg#2 Unit #35 laasat in the name af Bethary Mauriar
Blogad Linit #50 leamad in the name af Anthany Nabarmwski
Blaghd Linil #53 leasad in the name af Xinran Liu
Blaga3 Linil ¥56 leamad in 1he name ol Tenothy Paradis
Blaga4 Linil ¥E3 leamad in 1he name ol Lorna Hubband
Blagds Linil ¥78 laasad in (he name ol Hazel Steele
Blagd7 Linit #04 laasad in the name ol Kelie Thempson
Blogda Linit 4104 lagsad in the name af Micoles Hilison
Blagad Linit ¥105 laa=ad in the name ol Michael Deniua

Blegd10 Linit #131
Blog# 1! Unit 8145

laasad In the name of Faul Allan
laazad In tha name al Jasaph Adet
Bioga1y Unint #154 leasad in the name of Bruce Lavierndars
Bidga1l Unit #1585 leasad in the name af Carar Rabirsan
A Lizn has been placed on these items for non-payment of rent.

HMotice of Sale
of the @ storage unit Localed al Simple
Sorage will be held al Simple Storage 126 Dummoend Road
Walerville, ME 04801
March 10, 2023 at 10am

o

Bloigad Linit ¥5 laasad in the name af Jamie Tumele
Blaga2 Linit #24 lagsad in the name ol Jacke Fras
Bloga2 Linit ¥26 laasad in tha name of Samatha Amald
Bloga3 Linit #43 laazad in tha namae af Jillian Dugual
Blogad Linit #47 lasad in tha name af Karan Broen
Biggad Linit £50 leasad in the name aof Christina Arrald
Bidigad Linit #55 lrasad in the name af Lorraine Santerre
Biggas Unit #81 ke in the name of Amands barr
Blagad Linit ¥73 beiagend in 1he name of Jecqualine Cummings
Blagd7 Unil ¥82 leamad in e rame of Winnie Weir
Blagd7 Uil ¥BE laasad in 1ha name of Domonigue Haver
Blagaa Linit #105 laazad in tha name ol Thomas Hurmphiey

Blagaa Linit #4110

Blaga 11 Un #1123
Hloga 12 Linit #1350
Blega14 Lnit ¥155
Blega s Linit #1865
Bleg# 15 Linit #167
Bloga 15 Unit 177
Blogi15 Unit #1784
Blag#16 Unit #1925

laazad in tha nama of Michasl Rebartaon
lagssd in the name af Michels Humphiey
laasad in tha nama af Health Conmiss
kaasa in 1ha nama af Dons Gafond
laasad in tha name af Jeanne Marquis
lasad in tha name af Sieve Sione
leased in the name of Celesie Tompkins
leasad in the name of Gordon Pelotie
leased in the name ol Slephanie Price
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Market Update

Stock guestions or requests? Contact Mark Mogensen
at mmogensen@sunjournal.com or call 6892805,
Market indicators are at the top of Page B&
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Trusts to host winter wildlife walk in Fryeburg

Upper Saco Valley Land Trustand  trust education director/Maine row free of charge but require ad-
Greater Lovell Land Trust are set to Master Naturalist, will lead the wanceregistration isreguired.
host a walk/easement exploration  hike. For more information and to reg-
from 12:90-3:30 pam. Those who attend will look for ister, contact Carissa Milliman, de-
The evant will be held in the mammal tracks in the snow and wvelopment/outreach coordinator, at
Menotomy Preserve at the end of  learn how to identify trees and cmillimani@usvltorg or G05-652-0006.
Menotomy Road in Fryeburg. shirube in winter. Learn more about the Menotomy
Leigh MacMillen Hayes, Lovell Snowshoes are available to bor-  Preserveat usvltorg.
LAB ferent FFAS compounds,  “Beingable to suppert in-  able,” she said. “In addition
Continued from Page B4 for £285; a test for non-  dividual homeowners isan  we would like to help sup-
drinking water liguids, important part of our mis-  port the backleg of testing
like wastewater or landfill  sion so we will work hard
The lab's location in Ner-  leachate, which can detect  to keep that option avail-

ridgewock was a strategic
chotee, she said, as the cen-
tralized location will allow
it to serve the entire state,
It's also a short distance
from the Fairfield area,
‘which has seen extensive
PFAS contamination.
Anyone can order a test
on the lab's website, www.
mainelaboratories_com,
and it will mail out a test kit
that includes instroctions
ta pather a sample and re-
turn to the lab for process-

mg

The cost depends on the
type of test. The lab of-
fera one for drinking wa-
ter, analyzing for 18 di

NINTENDO

‘Continued from Page B4

The Saudi fund remains
behind Nintendo's own
holdings in the gaming
company. Nintendo is val-
ued at $52 billion. Ninten-
do stock closed slight down
Friday on the Tokyo Stock
Ex at $40.50a share.

The Public Investment
Fund did not immediate-
ly acknowladge increasing
its holdings in Nintendo.
It runs the Savvy Games
Group, which aims toestab-
lish 250 gaming compandes
in Saudi Arabia and create

TIKTOK

‘Continued from Page B4

Google, Twitter, Ap-
ple and Facebook and In-
stagram will also face the
stricter EU scrutiny, ac-
cording to monthly user
numbers they releazed in
timefor a Friday deadline,

Facebook has 255 mil-
lion monthly active users,
while Instagram has 250
‘million users, parent com-

TOWN OF TURNER
PLANKING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING
SEARTH 1, 18X1

Thee Bewwi of Tuinvid Phaniinaig Boand
wil held a Puslic Hearing at 00 p.m.
an Wednadey, Warch 1, sk the Tumer
Town Office, 11 Turmer Cenber Foad,
0 corgidey proposed amendments
wumimm&mwr:hlm 1
eammercial A copy ol the
amendment || e it avalibie far
itk inspectian a1 the Town Oftice
duting reqiks s nes s, and on
e oM Uiy AN NoUNCEMEnts page
o the lmwn webits,
: WA S T TR i 0T pmIT-
nlip-announcemeri
AURURN HOUSING AUTHORITY
FHEIMVITATION FOR BID:-
0 Authadi Ly (AHAY

Ausbeari Hews:

-umul m nm. o Thuriday, leﬂ
, 2025 snd publicly opaned st the
AMA -n- Qffica st 20 Creat Falls
Plaza Aubirn, S 84210, Ak packag e
miay b rigiested from Damed Turcotte
an dcurconiedha uburmh ouing ong of by
phone 200 784, 73341 begnning 00
am. on Februey 17, 2073, A pre-bid
mpating, walkthessyh will be con-
duited #a Thursdiy. Februsry 12 st
00 a.m. a1 Rueak Bloch o1 158 Mais
Skresk, Auburn, ME 04210

FUBLIC NOTICE
A TR0 1N R BTN i
LOAET §E B B codatiucted by United

28 different PFAS com-
pounds, costs $373; and a
test for solids, like soil or
animal tissue, looking for
28 different compounds,
Costs 3425,

The lab alsooffers a rapid
turnarsund service, which
has a turnarcund time of
five days or less, for an ad-
ditional §200.

Richards said down the
road the lab wants to offer
aservice where a field tech-
nician travels to sites and
collects the samples. She
gaid the hope is to contract
with state agencies in the
future to assist with their
tagting neads.

49,000 jobs. Savvy Games
plans to invest some $38 bil-
lion into the gaming indus-
over the coming years.
Already, the Saudi
wealth fund helds stock
worth §2.9 billion in Activi-
slon Blizzard, $1.7 billion in
Electronic Arts, 31.2 billion
stake in Take-Two Interac-
tive, according to data from
the Nasdag Stock Market.
The Saudi expansion in-
to gaming, however, has
aparked criticiam. Riot
Games cancelled a partner-
ship with Prince Moham-
med's planned futuristic
city Meam in 2020 after an
outery from gamers.

pany Meta said. Twitter
zaid it has 100.9 million us-
ers, including both regis-
tered users and those who
didn'tsign in.

Apple said its 108 App
Store had more than 45 mil-
lion users but didn't give
a specific number. Google
=aid ita Search service has
12million signed-in users,
while YouTube has 401.7
million signed-in usars.

CENTRAL MAINE COMMINITY COL-
LEGE {CMOC)
s s DA N PO Cerrent
arpets and replace with new
||ur|m|-ur|-| In 11 zampus
apartments. Pipsaah mas b
n.u.u_-uu.rmu., Manch %, 2021
ar N:00pm. if inceresied i rme?hnna
copy of the BF, pheaue ot wwe cmee.
weltafjobss. T imegusing hartibams, pl....
enntact Oan Craram st dgrshamos
emic.edu ar el
(OTIPSE 5245,

PUBLIC HOTICE
Lindtect Asshulance Sereicn, a private nof-lor peoil Facamadic oenssd EM 3 parvice, i
Appiying (0 the Maine Boad of Emergency Medcal Services Lo licenie Urnited Ambulance
Fervice at 2 groundamisulinge (RRSEOITng sorice 1 the Bk Lile Suppon levd. This
it previdkng cane al the Panamedis kel o iame calls, mith primany seeis i
al Lewittun, Gresns, Sabatbas, Wales, Blinct and Kechan: u hare
change in iheway the pubils wil request emergency e carinue
150 511 T a8 mmengareies, Tree puilie 5 i 30 mabe. comment. negorcing
e propoied applicaton. Comments suit be wcered by the Bred of Emcegency
Mundical Sarvices within 30 calin dar dirps of the pobleation of this notes. Commimis
munt b maded 82 Kame BT, 132 State Hauw Skatian, Auguiks, Maine D4533-0142

THTST BAINE LEGISLATURS
LEGISLATIVE MOTICES
]
Lesgi dative Commitiess will Robd pulllic hearings 2 Bmed. There may be additions ar
hanges U Uhis schodulbe ared bk mil poL irecesianly e faeand i ihe ceder Imd
Far further irfarmatios, contecl the L mation. Offics a FH
ar check schecule

the day ol the hearing or maled 10 e comeities’s attention . 18D SHE, Auqusta,
P itee 04333

B0 Ta lestity i Uoee wcivessic. plachenm o vwia 3 5 Lbvee phene
bariove. e bagisiature srgJIestimary,. Fiease eg-
insar s lutee thar 10 misutes peior b e peated et lma of the masting: reg-
watinns recelsed atter that time wil be SEcepted at the dlwretion of e comeittes
chiars, Committes mesing will be lheestreamed o1 s e bl e main & g
Auidha . Pessii if nisd of S000m iddalions ihoubd Contact h Ligisl alivi Ik e
Ean Efice 4a a0on a3 panible al (207 2851892 o §o@og lalure maine gor.
POINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS
Senatar [oveph B Ealeriy, |r., Sesaie Chair, Representaites Michael . Brennan,
Huouse Chaw
Publlc Hearbng: Thusude, Masch 2, F123, 1500 i, Cros Buiidieg, Koo 208
Mominees: Eloabeth A T af Sedguick: Cregery G jaheson of e, dean
Krmim Lnzmh of Catting o tha Mans Mantise Arsdemy, Boan of Tuvss
The Boaed o Trusees of the Maine Mactime Academy wan sibabiihed in 1947 in
comirol the aHaies of the dcacemy (Private and Special L c. 375, 'Wiih the exospsian
al the wedent member, whe serves. 5 1.yes 1erm, members iorve S-year tems. The
Acaivrmy b autsariced by walute o conter Baschelor of Scime, fseciate of Schnce,
amct Mavter ol Sclnce i Kanitime Sanagement dsgrees, and (s raganbh dr
staing amd mantuning & raatical whosl, The Roards apecfic powers and duties
inchide 2:ablishing Tuition Tees and other Chaeges reated nd sadents’ amenasnce o
e sehadik proraading Vo e [ubdicatisn of Schokely wiilings in the fiehl of manti e
-d ot stafas, seling emplapv’ compaistors
eni of the cademy; conaincting facil e
W-chm of Land and making the recemany firancing lrﬂwwwls Tor Ghae poar-
Poies. Wiember; of the B0ard e authorized o be seimbuised for expenses incumed
in alnding meslisgs
COMTALT: Cheryl Chepman, 2623123

ATATE OF MAINE
MOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT AND DRAFT AVAILABILITY
2023 ANNUAL ACTION PLAM
FOR COEC, [5G, HOME AND HTF
The biaine Staie Houting Auihoriiy and ihe Degariment of Economic and Cos-
munity Development are drafeing the Asnwual Action Flan for 2023 and escouage
eitize i 1 comimers,

Tha L% Drpartment af Heuing and Lrhan Deslapment (HUD) requine Hie Stats
al sisine (0 pubiish an Anreal Actian Plan (Action Pln) The plan ausines the ue of
HIID) fuic 10 the balkaming pngrams sdminissend in the state

Cemmurity Dot Back Cant [COBC)

Emungurtey Sclhusnm Geant Program (E56)

HOME Imvraimars Fartsseship Program (HOME]

Hessing Trast Fusd [HTF)

These progran receree apgeenimately 321 silion i anmsl alocatioes.

Tha Artion Plan dewcribes the warious houring and community devslopman initistes
than ghe Siate iniend (0 enderake, incding Sinding levels and Langet populations
Thee Agtion Flan iden Lities the Falowing 21eds 25 0P [Fries: IMpieve and preserse the
qualily of huning, exgand Sfordalie bauiisg oppiu nities. el bane prople allain
husaing akabibly, mprove sconeme opsartuniy and improee poble ik st

The draft Action PLan i aea Paibe on the Intmel t was mainehaiing, copipol kp-re-
seanchiederal funds and hitps /fwr maine gowidecd fosmmu ity deselopmens.

MaineHousing snd DECE will bold a public hearing to gather commests
am the draft Action Flan se March 16, 20Z5 5t § pm st Masnebousing, T6
Fdiaom Drive, Auguits, The mesting rose b acoesible o percons with
phyiiaad dizabilities. Upss suffichent setice. appeopeiste communicatiss
auzlliary sists and vervices will by provided, To liles o lslity wrily, plas
contact the Compliance Do st ManeHouis 26 Edoon Oriwe, Augaata, Maire
GEIS0 {207) 6204400 hrmice]; 1-600-432-4848 [vakes in-staie anlyl; 711 (Maine
Relayl: or v e-mall FublicCommeni@hdsinebouing org. The deadiine for written
comment |5 Spm om Mardh b6, BOEL

Iy sl libe 1o stk & camienl, phaass &t poul communicalion o:

Campliance Cificer || Director, Qifios nf Commeunity Devsinpment kaine State Howmng
Auiherity BECD 26 Edison Dirbee 117 Sewall Sinoe Augests, ME 04350 4046 53 Siaie
House Station Telephone: 207.626-4600 huquita, WE D4313 1.B00-852-8668 207
GR4-GBR7 Wanne Rielry 711 PulslacCorn man U8 s e Housieg ey

upan auciiary sidh e
prosided. T make your preleresces knowe, piease coreact Laeren Busiard, Maise
Heaising's B al Access Cowdingied 1 MaineHousng. 26 BRson Drive, Aujuna, WE
0413080445 Tel: 2076264600 o 100452466 [vaicel; Maine Relay 711

SECTION 2-A INVITATHON 10 BID

Bk shall b submEted b s sealed enveiope or package with the beps of hid clesrly indicated an the ostide: “Did For: Patte
i

g Beplicement — Albany Tewnihip. Mained

TO: Teny Carter, Unceganized Temitary Manager

Caurity of Oafard
26 Westem. e
Scuth Faris, Maine 04781

The by wall e apened sod read skoud ot the Caunty Commias

anar s Offlce o Masch 14, 2027 &t 08 &,m. The [eofect

ifrecd +s Ui inLalation of & precasl CORDIEDE Biw cubvnt nd retaining wals (suppied by Countel, cubeeit nsalation, gravel
bt b, bl fii e asgh all inang, steel beam guandrad s ind otbi silalid ncidental Raf on Palls Brock Redd o Albafy
In-mhp Elecironic copan of the Bid Docsmants (full sis cnly] may Be oblsined rem:

Bath, Mains 04530
Tel: (207} 445.1508
Faz: (207) #42-TO29

pra com
N TECeips of payment of SH0.80 (narreturvdai) and an ardianal SA0,00 [nonelinibie] shall t= chged fol paper dooiments
il Whoy v e il The Dipdaimmasnts iy De eamined a1 1he Cuberd Conty Commisore’s OTe nd INe 1o bwing iatine:
1. Faseciated Canaral Contraclon of Maise

168 Wihitten Rosd
Augasta, Mane 413

2. Corginycilon Summary of Make
734 Chestivet Street

Panchausar, 8 03164




TO ADVERTISE: Call 791-6100 = classifiedi@pressherald.com

CLASSIFI

Portland Press Herald

INCLUDING

AL Your Service
Fublic Notices
Garage Sales
Antigues & Auctions

Waednesday, February 22, 2023

MERCHANDISE

MOBILE
STRATEGY?
WE DO THAT

We're much more
than print.
Get in touch with
Press Herald
Advertising today.

A weekly guide to
Maine adventure,
entertainment,
and fun for every

through cur
galleries at
prassharald com/photoy

Berthn Press Herald

pressherald. com

Public Halice

City of Soco, ME
PI-:nnln Board
otice

Meeting begins at
conclusion of any
workeho ilems
300 Mon Street
': m‘l Flaor
. SOGo ME
Please e odvisad that
an Tuasdoy, March 7,
2023 immadiaiely
following ary workshop

terme, fhe Saca
Plannirg Board will be
holding public heaings
b Illefnllumrr:; |Ien\~s
Linacin 5|
-;ae
i _Pilrlll iy
Subdivision, Condfiona:
Use, and Sita Plan
Review Applicalions
for F32-unik residenticl
Jevalopmant, 321
Lincoin Steel, Map 52,
Lot 1% in the Medium
Dansity Fas anlm
Zonimg Dist
anlinued Rrwew
and Continued Pullic

ant- Fraliminary
s xJnyu.Applx_ulrJ
preliminary

gp -'na\ al of
aubdivision with fwo
naw lots locoled Gﬂl:

1

H
uud Tux tdap 118, Lot
18 in tha RC Ioning
D sfrict, Application
Completenass Flnulrlg

arﬂ
ar !’ of
S-u...o} erl ances
and regulat
Eroparty owners within
a serlaim distancs of
propased opplications
arme antifled o recalve
nolice ol e hearing.
f you profer not to
attand in perEon, Yo
may dubmit Tham
dooumentation ClDDuI
the opplication
the Soco nlo.mmg

mlr H

FLANNING BOARD -

PUBLIC HEARING

Project Address: Citpwide

PRI

Department. which i
located on fhe third
fexar of the Soco City
Heil ar by smaiing your
letter for planning@
sacomaing org and
o Shrespondance

will be submitied ta the
Flonning Boord disss: ;

1

Datad: Februory
2023
Publie Holice

Cumberland County | [

is requestng propasals
for High Dansit
ving it e
Cumberlond Counfy
“D%Hl'\' of Deeds,
‘aarl S Portiond
ME D4107.
comprises furnishing
and Installin hlg
dansity mobis s nP
Cantact Bill Trul'(_1|\|
schadula Mnndnlnr!’
site wIslt prior to Bid
submittal. Eligikle
bidders must oblain
a bid package ihat
coniains bid I-Drms

The swork

day of the week.

pressherald.com

al (307)600-1087 or
by email ot frufoni@
cumbarandcouniy
org Bids will be duse
by 2:00pm, Tuesdo

Feoruary 02,
and will e T ottar
pubrlicly opened
and reod gloud. The
Cumbariond County
COMMISHONER resang
e righ! 1o occep! o
reject ony :|n:| all bds

N, of Freir
te g il frxm es

ce

The Scarborcugh Town
Coungil mll conduc
i

ublic

o pu hearing on
Wednesdoy, March 1
2023, af 7

free Municipal
The purpesa of 1ng
pulic heamng will be
to recerve comments,
both ool and withen,
on the new raguest
for o Feod Handlers
Lizansss from Eben

Musich a/bfa Alpine Tre

m‘.“

B“:udn;.

ublic

T Scanoomugh Town

will conduct

a pul heoring on

mﬂnemut March |
2023, o I!D

e Munlclnul JI':lng.

af thie

bt cral o el han,
on the new reguest

for a Food Handiers | o ¢

Licensas fram ...nr-v
Bl cannet Tehed Grisgaary
d/bfaThe Moine Labs,
located of 71 Macsont
ill Frd and Ilunlulc.rd
Bros
dibfar Hc.-.r\c: ->-<|
Supermarkel &
Fharmocy #8457
|CIGD|EIU at 417 Pcwne

el COI"‘I'}":'E‘ L'QJE" Cannbis Compoan B

specificatio I t 75 Hal

canfocting &il 1rulan| _é?.::."d a1 e "' S
STATE OF MAINE

MOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT AND DRAFT AVAILABILITY
2023 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN FOR CDBG, ESG, HOME and HTF
The Maine state Housing Authority and the Departmant of Economic
and Community Development are drafting the Annual Action Plan for
2022 and encourage citizens to comment.

The US. Department of Huu:ing
requires the State of Maine to publ
Flan). The plan outlings the use of HUD funds for the following
programs administered in the state:
Community Development Bleck Grant (CDBG)
Emergency Solutions Grant Program (ESG)
HOME Inuestmant Partnarship Program (HOME)
Heusing Trust Furd (HTF}
Thiese pragrams recehve a pprocimately 521 million in annual allecations.
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MAIME STATE HOUSING AUTHORITY

Audit and Compliance Department Memorandum

To: 2023 Annual Action Plan Initial Public Hearing record
From: William F. Kuhl, Compliance Officer I
Date: January 24, 2023

Subject: Summary of December 20, 2022 Initial Public Hearing

On Tuesday December 20, 2022 ar 2:00 PM MaineHousing, in conjuncrion with the Maine
Deepartment of Eeonomic and Community Development held the Inital Public Hearing for the
Stare of Maine 2023 Annual Action Plan. The hearing was held in MaineHousing’s Srate of Maine
Conference Room, and the hearing was open o the general public, Notices regarding the public
hearing had gone out via email and in local newspapers on December 2, 2022, The published notices
seated the time, date and locaton of the public hearing, and thar the meeting rooms would be
accessible o persons with physical disabilities. Contact informarion was provided, as was
information necessary o testify viemally,

In artendance ar the public hearing were Mark Wiesendanger, Director of Development, Allison
Gallagher Director of Housing Choice Youchers, Paula Weber Compliance Ofbcer [, and William
Kuhl Compliance Officer 1 Joining via the RingCentreal video conference system were Deborah
Johnson, Director of Community Development Maine DECEY, and Lavwren Bustard Sentor Director
of Homeless Initanves,

The Public Hearing was opened by Paula Weber staring that this initial hearing was the kickoff
mecting for the 2023 Annual Action Plan. Paula stated that HUD requires the public hearing oo
garher citizen input om how the funds should be allocated for four sources of federal funding:

& Communiry Development Block Granes (CDBEG) administered by the DECD,
»  Emergency Soluions Geanes (ES0),

The Home Invesmment Parmership Program (HOME),

«  MNatonal Houwsing Trost Fund (HTE) program.

After introduction Paula opened the Hearing to public comment.

F One person called in, Anthony Armstrong, a Portland area attormey and commercial real
esrate broker, Mr. Armstrong stared thar he had previous experience with MaineHousing and
developing single-tamily developments, and multi-family howsing, Mr. Armstrong stated that
he will reserve comment uneil the deaft of the Annual Action Plan is open to the public. Mr,
Armstrong’s main point of concern was the Low Income Housing Tax Credie (LIHTC)
program. Mr. Armstrong stated that he did have commenes that were more procedural in
rature, and thought it strange comments were invited for a plan that did not vet exist, M,
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Armstrong stated that it might be beneficial 10 have open forums in other regions of the
state 50 the public can give their thoughts personally.
#  Seeing no other public comment the public hearing was then closed.
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December 8, 2022
Public Comments Regarding the Maine 2023 Annual Action Plan

My name is Cullen Ryan and | serve as the Executive Director of Community Housing of
Maine or CHOM, the largest supportive housing provider for homeless populations in Maine.
Qur staff of 12 works collaboratively with more than 50 different ssrvice provider
organizations to effectively and efficiently howse more than 1100 of Maine's most vulnerable
people. | serve in various leedership roles in working to end homelessness and have been
working with homeless populations far 3% years,

| write to respectfully offer comments on the Maine 2023 Annual Action Plan.

1) As with recent wears, this year's plan has been very well thought out, and | commend
MaineHousing for carefully crafting plans to align with Maine's Plan to End and Prevent
Homelessness, |am particularly pleased to see that the Stability Through Engagement
Frogram (STER), one of the tools very misch in keeping with that plan, has transitioned into a
true twio-year program as of 2021, including up to twenty-four months of rental assistance. |
also applaud MaineHousing for including the rollover preference to Section 8 for the relatively
few people who need that assistance when their STEP subsidy expires in the most recent Plan.
I fully support MaineHousing retaining these recent changes in its 2023 Plan, as they make
STEP an optimized tool for ending homelessness,

2} Thank you for targeting the Housing Trust Fund (HTF) to pecple needing permanent
supportive housing (PEH) in last year™s Annual Action Plan. | strongly encourage continuing
this in the 2023 Plan by feathering this funding, and as such PSH, in with Low-Income
Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) properties. Thess two funding sources blend well and would
enhance Maine's ability 1o serve vulnerable populations within larger housing developments.
There has never been a higher need for permanent supportive housing (PSH) in Maine. The
HTF has become one of Maine's most important resources for ending long term homelessness
becausa it creates housing used to stably house this population. Feathering this funding into
LIHTC properties and coupling it with rental subsidies to ensure the success of extremely low-
income populations, further opens the door Tor this population to be welcomed into affordable
houging proparties throughout Maine. | am pleased that MaineHaousing has returned to using
the state HOME fund to create small, bricks and mortar PSH. Maine is behind in meeting this
critical need and could use a significant injection of flexible resources to allow for mare
creative PSH models.

And thank you for making Project-Based Section 8 (PBSE) available for FSH projects — | urge
that you continue to do s0. PESE makes housing affordable and allows for deep targeting and
loweer barrier access, especially important for people expenencing homelessness with
extremely low incomes, and it makes it feasible for populations that are disabled. PBSE has
alloweed for Housing First models to exist in Maine, and it has allowed people experiencing
long term ar chronic homelessness to be stably howsed, 1 would encourage MaineHousing to
also congider making critical PESE available for permanent supportive housing projects
developed through the LIHTC program and funding sources outside of the Supportive Housing
Program. This would allow howsing developers to leverage ather funding resources for the
construction and/or acquisitiondrefab of the housing itself, using PBSE to feasibly address
operational costs. This would significantly increase capacity for urgently needed permanent
supportive housing development in Maing

One City Center, 4" Flogrs - Portiand, ME 04101 « phone 207.079.0347 - fax 207.8759.0348

wwiw. chomhousing.org

Annual Action Plan 75
2023

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)



CHOM

o mrndty Hirdogeed Wi o

3) Thank you for using ESG funds for the ESHAFP program = | have no doubt that this will continue in the 2023
Annual Action Plan. There iz brilliance to this design a5 it puts housing navigators t work in homeless shelters tw
support &ocess 1o housing and to support people after they secure housing. Most homeless shelters would have no
other means to pay for integral housing navigators. ESHAP is perfectly in keeping with Goal One of Maines Plan to
End and Prevent Homelessness, Thank you for recently anmouncing changes 1o the Homeless Rule that would improve
upon this program design by streamlining ESHAP resource allocations. And thank you for recent program
improvements that expand this critical program it to other organizations and nonprofits that are not classified as
emergency shelters, similar 1o MaineHowsing's Rapid Re-Housing Program that launched during the pandemic. | hope
that this practice continues in the 2023 Annual Action Flan because it will assist in Maine's critically needed
homelessness diversion strategy. 1t also allows for “virtual™ homeless shelters that provide everything needed to end
homelessness while a person stays very briefly (if at all) in a motel, etc. This deepens Maine's toolbox in ending and
preventing homelessness, and Maine has numerous dedicated organizations standing at the ready and well poised to
carry out this critical housing access and stability work.

Thank you for putting such thought into well-designed approaches to resource design and &llocation in recent years.

Please consider furthering diversion and prevention efforts including in particular funding additional housing support
workers = people who can help the homeless population find their way into housing. This model has proven successful
in places like Hennepin County Minnesota where 1200 people in Emergency Rental Assistance funded hotels became
0 people in hotels largely through investments in Housing Focused Case Management. This model has produced a
97% retention rate in howsing. Hennepin County also benefited from motelshotzls being converted into single room
oceupancy housing, which increased housing opportunities for this population,

Thank you wery much for the opportunity to comment in advance of the 2023 Annual Action Plan being formally
drafted. It allows for broad stakeholder input and support.

O City Center, 4" Flogr - Portland, ME 04101 - phone 207.879.0347 - lax 207.879.0348
wtiw . chombousing.org
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OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL AND
OCCUPATIONAL REGULATION

BOARD MEETINGS SCHEDULED FOR THE PERIOD
12/12/2022 THROUGH 12/25/2022

A raguilar board end commissien mestings afe opan o mambers of the pubic. Ganaraly, the pubkc
may atlend a Board or CommiSSon mealing in-parson or remolely via Zoom. However, please nole
that thens may be an emergency or wpent issue such thal the baasd or comemissian limits public
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dizability n admisson 1o, ACCass 1, OF oPeaon of ila programs, services or activities Indiiduals
who need auxilary aid lor effeclive commuricalion in programs and sanicas of 1he Department
ane irmited o make their needs and preferences known o the Department's ADA Compliance
Coomdinatar, 207-624-8811.

Monday, December 12, 5122 8:00 am.
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Thursday. Dacembsar 15, 2022 800 a.m.

Maire Real Eslabe Commission — Regular Maeting
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Friday, December 16, 2022 9:00 a.m.
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Critically Acclaimed Author

¥
GERRY.EOfLE

GERRY BOYLE lives in a small village on

a lake in central Maine and is the author

of 15 mystery novels, including the dozen
installments in the Jack McMorrow series,
The latest McMaorrow novel, Robbed Blind,
is the 13th installment in the series. A
formar mewspaper reporter and colurmmnist,
Boyle draws on his journalist experience as
McMaorrow leads him down the backroads of
Maire and biyand, MeMorraw novels hawe
garnered critical acclaim and have been
translated into a half-dozen languages. They
are avallable at bookstores, Islandport Press
and Amazon. Boyle is also the author of the
Brandon Blake novel series.

Bople will be interviewed fve ol the Greene
Biock + Studios in Waterville by Maorning
Sentinel reporter Zara Norman

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5

7:00 - 8:00 PM

REGISTER FOR FREE AT:

centralmaine.com/mainevoiceslive
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Market Update

Stock guestions or requests? Contact Mark Mogensen
at mmogensen@sunjournal.com or call 6892805,
Market indicators are at the top of Page C&
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Inflation gauge closely
monitored by the Fed
slows to still-high 6%

By Paur Wisenan
AP ECONOMICS WRITER

WASHINGTON — A
‘measure of inflation that
iz closely maonitored by
the Federal Reserve eased
‘but remained at an elevat-
ed level in October, likely
reinforcing the Fed's in-
tent to keep raising inter-
est rates to cool the econo-
my and slow the aceelera-
tion of prices.

Thursday's repart from
the Commerce Depart-
ment showed that prices
rose 6% in October from a
year earlier. That was the
smallest increase since
November 2021 and was
down from a 6.3% year-
over-year rise in Sep-
tember. Excluding vola-
tile food and energy pric-
&g, so-called core infla-
tion over the previous 12
‘months was 5%, less than
the 5.2% in September.

On a month-to-month
basis, prices rose 0.3%
from September ta Octo-
ber. For core prices, the
increase was0.2%.

The report also showed
that consumers spent
more in October, even af-
ter adjusting for infla-
tion, a sign of their con-
tinued willingness to
keep apending in the face
of high prices. Spend-
ing increased 0.8% from
Saptember to Dctaber, or
11.5% after accounting for
price increases. At the

PPP
Cantinued from Page Gé

“We must learn from
this inexcusable miscon-
duct to erect guardrails
that will halp ensure that
federal programs — in-
cluding emergency as-
sistance programs in fu-
ture crises — are admin-
istered more effectively,
efficiently, and aguita-
bly while keeping waste,
fraud, and abuse to an ab-
aolute minimum,” said
Rep. Jim Clyburn, D-8.C.,
‘who chairs the coranavi-
rus crisis subcommittea.

Clyburn said the com-

TOWN OF HEEROH

MOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Purssant ke 23 MULLA B £305(1)
The Habron Selectmen will hoid 2
hearing on December 13, W21
Hebron Town Office concemi
charegus and soption of the M}i !0?!
facal Gomaral Anntanes Ordinance amd
the updated Appendces A-H, Tha Skt
mers meeting manediately ol
the hearing. Copes ane availble a1 the
Tiror Officie.

AP FILE PHOTO

Signs advertise deals and bow prices Nov. 22 at a Walmart
in Secaucus, NJ. Thursday’s report from the Commerce
Department showed that prices rose 6% in October from

a year earlier.

same time, after-tax in-
come, adjusted for infla-
tion, rose 0.4%.

Many Americans,
though, are dipping into
their savings to keep up
with rising prices. The
savings rate in October
fell to 2.3%, the loweast
level since 2005.

Responding to the worat
inflation bout since the
early 19808, the Fed has
raised its benchmark rate
six times since March,
and ita past four hikes
have each been by a hefty
three-guarters of a point.
The central bank is hop-
ing to engineer the diffi-

mittee’s findings were
sant to the Justice Depart-
ment and the Small Busi-
ness Administration.

In March, the Govern-
ment Accountability Office
reported that while agen-
ciea wera able to distrib-
ute COVID-18 relief funds
quickly, “the tradeaff was
that they did not have sys-
tems in place to prevent
and identify payment er-
rors and frand” dwe in part
to “financial management
weaknesses. "
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will be huld by the

the hcu- Lisman application fon:

Ryam & Connar
Congeiiinnt Group, LLC,
DBA Rimgers -

#85 Turnar Srest
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cult task of bringing infla-
tion down to its 2% annu-
al target without cansing
a recesgion in the process,

In recent months, in-
flation has eased from
the four-decade highs it
reached earlier in the
year. And most econo-
mists expect the Fed's ag-
gressive tightening to fur-
ther slow prices.

“We expect to see a lot
mare good news on in-
flation over the com-
ing months,” Paul Ash-
worth, chief North Amer-
ica economist at Capital
Ecenomies, wrote in a re-
search note.

Billions have been
fraudulently claimed
through various pandem-
ic relief programs — in-
cluding Paycheck Pro-
tection Program loans,
unemployment insur-
ance and others that were
rolled out in the midst of
the worldwide pandem-
ic that shut down global
economies for months,

CITV OF LEWITTOM
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4 huaring on the ioliewing kquer ke
appitcation wil e held by the Lewivion
City Caured in the Cosncil Chambiers,
City Hail o Tusgsdtay, Becesber 8, 2022,
b 2:00 pim., of & ioon teneallés &b i

b heand. Any intenaied person
appar and il be g the cpportunity
10 be heardl belose fnal action oo sed
application.

Irnas Entereanmant, LG
dib/a Afrc Taain Reito & Lounge
134 Wain Sareer
Qwners - incoeed Dushime & Gael
Karamia

The City of Lewnion it an EOL, For more
nfarmation. please VAl our wehute @
AR SO TN £ 0w i ik on the
Hen-Dcr Fukcy.

PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF LEWISTON - PLANNING BOARD MEETING

The Lewiston Plarming Board will hold & hearng on Monday. December 12, 2022 at 530 p.m. in
tha City Gouncil Chambers, first fioor of Ciy Hall to consider sending a recommandatian bo fhe City
Council for amendiments wa ha Zoning and Land Use Code induding Arlicle X1, Secton 23, Space and
Buk Standands; Articia I, Official Zoning Map, inciuding sl ora portien of ha following proparties are
propased o be rezoned to Highway Business (HE) from NCA Maighiorhacd Conservation % (NCA)
as shown on Zoning Area © Map: 17 Stanley Sireal, 17 and 20 Melion Streel, 5 and & Bradhond Street,
593 Sabathes Street; on peoposed Zoning Araa O Mag: 5 and 7 Orchars Helghts, 536 Sabattus Strest,
5 and & Orchand Sireet, & poction of paper elreal Drehard Heights exlension; on proposed Zoning Ama
E Mep: 1052, 1078, 1086 Sabatius Strect, 311, 392, 314, 315, 318, 315 and 322 Pond Streat, 10 and
26 Grove Streat, 38 Gloria Awenue; on propased Zoning Area F Map: 1154 and 1160 Sabattus Streat.
Addrasses io be added ta the Mobile Home Cvarlay District shown on propased Zoning Area H Map:
8.0 Chadboume Aoad and 1445 Sabatus Strant,

Business e

Long-term US
morigage rates
dip for third
week in a row

WASHINGTON (AF)
— The average long-term
1.5, mortgage rate ticked
down for the third week
in a row and have fall-
en more than a half-point
since hitting a 20-vear
high less than a month

buyer Freddie
Mac reported Thursday
that the average on the
benchmark 30-year rate
fell to 6.49% from 6.58%
last week. A year ago the
averageratewas3.11%.

The rate for 4 15-year
mortgage, popular with
thosze refinancing their
homes, edged down to
5.76% from 590% last
week. It was 2.30% one
Vel ago.

Mo rates are still
more than double what
they were in early Jan-
uary, mirroring a sharp
rize in the yield on the
10-year Treasury note.
The yield is influenced
by a variety of factors, in-
cluding global demand

1.5, Treasurys and in-
vestors” expectations for
future inflation, which
heighten the prospect of
rising interest rates over-

The Federal Reserve,
which has been hiking
its short-term lending
rate sinee March in a hid
to crush the highest in-
flation in decades, raised
its rate again early this
month by 0.75 percent-
age points, three times its
usual margin, for & fourth
time this year. [ts key rate
now stands in a range of
8.75% tod%.

The 11.8. Secret Service
in August said it has recov-
ered $286 million in fraud-
ulently abtained pandem-
ic leans and returned the
money to the Small Busi-
ness Administration.
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SECTION 1: GENERAL POLICIES
[Emergency Services & Housing Assistance Program MNavigator Services Process Guide]

A. Purpose of the Plan

Tao describe MaineHousing's policies for the Stabilicy Through Engagerment Program (3TEF), funded
under the HOME Investinent Furrm.'r*h‘irx'i. Prl::lgmm rL'g!.ﬂurinzmﬁ at 24 CFR Pare 92 {F-:l:| HOME
regulanions

While STEP operates i strict gecordance with federal n@mlatiuns, thie Tlan is not mrended o resete
mandated policies and procedures of the United States Department of Howsing and Urban Development
[HULY,. Tao the extent that anvthing in this Plan contradicts federal law or regulations, now existing or
hereafrer amended from ome to ome, the federal law or regulation will take precedence.

The goal of this Plan is v provide an overview of BaineHouosing policies. More derailed procedures, forms
and rebared program documenes are described in the current Emergency Shelter and Hoosing Program
[ESHAT) Program CGuide and Applicarion. Unless otherwise specified in this Plan, of the Program Guide,
STEP shall be gruided by the palicies and procedures extablished in che current MaineHousing
Administranve Plan for Secrion 8 Housing Choice YVoucher and Project Based Voucher Programs, The
Administeative Plan is available on the MaineHousing websive ar the following link:
g : : . | iy = Cho

AT

£ T Y = 1

B. MaineHousing's Equal Access Policy

Maine Stare Howsing Authonry (MaineHousing™) does not discriminare an the basis of race, eolor,
religion, sex, sexual orientatgon, gender idennry or expression, natonal orign, ancestry, physical or menral
dizability, age, familial stanis or feceipt of puldic assistance in the admission oF a00ess 10 OF IFEALEEDL in it
programs and actvities, In emplovment, MaineHowsing does not discominate on the basis of race, color,
religion, sex, sexual orientagon, gender idenory or expression, natonal origin, ancestry, age, physical or
mental disability or genede informagon. MaineHouosing will provide appropriate eommunication ausxiliary
atds and services upon sufficient notice. ManekHousing will alzo provide this docoment in aloernative
formats upon sefficient notce. MaineHousing has designated the following person responsible for
conrdinating compliance with applicable federal and state nondiscriminanion requitements and addressing
grievances:

Lauten Busrard

Maine Srate Housing Authority 26

Edizon Drive

Augusta, Maine (4330

Telephone Mumber (207) 626-4600 (voice) or 1-B00-452-4668 (voice in stare only)
or Maine Hl;;|a!.' 11

In the adminiseration of s programs, MaineHousing will comply with, and will require its Owners o comply
'||.|.'i1|'|,|I a” app]icabh nundiru_—rirnina.l;i:m and {r.]ua.] I ||'|;|,|.1'|it3.' |$|w5| il'u:]un:ling withu::.ut |imita|;iur| |;|'|:_-: E:1|'|rm'i1'|g
laws, as amended from dme to ome:

The Fair Housing Act (42 TS0 3610-3619).

Tieke VI oof the Civil Righas Act of 1964,

The Age Discrimination Act of 1975

Executive Order 11063, Equal Crppormunity in Housing, 1962, a5 amended.
Executive Order 12259, 46 FR 1253 (19800, as amended.

Executive Order 12892, 59 FR 29309 [1994),

Secrion S04 of the Rehabibitation Act of 1973

5 o 8 &8 & & @
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e Tide 11 of the Americans with Disabilines Ace, 42 US.C 12101,
*  MViolence Against Women Act

C. Fair Housing Complaints

MamneHousing provides assistance to applicants and Participancs cluming illegal discominacon by prinong,
the J.!L]IJ!I.] I'Il:ILL',_"‘iI'L"L{ ilu‘i_r,n 0 N'l::IH:In om all outreach information; rulsr]ng uqu.-zl hlmxingpnxtmrﬁ i all offices;
assisting applicants and Participants in completing appropriate paperwork; and refernng families
experiencing problems to the Maine Human Righs Commission, HUL, or other el services,

All applicants receive a copy of Form HUD-903.1 “Are You a Victim of Housing Discriminarion™ which
includes the wll-free number for the Housing Discrimination Hotine and the address for filing a complaine

with HLL,

0. Code of Conduct
1. Conflicts of Interest
Meither MaineHousing, nof its conteactons, subeontractors, of Agents iy enter into any contrct of

arrangement in connecton with the Programs in which any of the following persons has a direct or
indlirect imerear during service or for one year after service.

& Any present or former commmissioner of MaineHousing (except 2 Participant
COMITISSIONET).

*  Any emploves of ManeHousing, or any contractor, subcontractor or Agen for
MaineHousing, who feemubares policy or influences decisions with respect o the Progeam.

*  Any public official, member of a governing body, or State or local kegislator, who exercises
functions or responsibilities with respect o the Progrms.

*  Any member of the Unired Stares Congress,

Any person listed above musr disclose his or her direct or indirect interest, or prospective interesr, in
such a contract or ATTAREEIHENE (O ?l-T.ui.nr.-H::uﬁing and o0 HUD. HUD iy wiatve the ahove eonflict of

Interest provisiens for good cause,

Mo emploves, commissioner or Agent of MaineHousing shall participate in the selection, or in the
award or adminisrration of a contrace supported by Federal funds if a contlice of interest, real or
apparent, would be involved. Such a conflict would arise when:

*  The employee, officer, or Agent,

*  Any member of therr Famly,

& Domestic pariner,

& O an organizton which employs, or is about to employ any of the above, has a
fimancial or other interest in the firm selected for the saand,

Any Agent may nor provide administratve services in connection with any Unit in which the Agent
has an canership interest or for which the Agent provides any tvpe of management service. In the
event an Apgent owned or managed Unit is Ioeaed within the Agent’s jurisdiction, MaineHousing will
retain & substitute administrator for such Unig,

2. Gifts and Other Compensation
Any employee or commissioner of Maine Housing may net accept any gift, compensation or service
beyond nominal value from any person or organization with which MaineHousing does business,
This prokibition incledes persons amd organizatons that have done business with MaineHousing in
the recent past and those considering or attempting to do business in the future. Any person or
cntity that is a conteactor, subconeractor, or Agent for MaineHousing in connection with the

STEF Administrative Plan — Janwary 1, 2023

Annual Action Plan 84
2023

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)



Programs may not accept any gilt, compensation of service beyond nominal value from any pefson
ar arganization asseciated with the Programs.,

Compensation includes gifis, serviees, or money to members of the immediate Family or Household
of the emploves, contractor, subcontractor or Agent, or mfts, services or money given to anyone on
behalf of the employes, contractor, subcontractor or Agent. Emplovees, contractors, subcontrectors
and ﬂf_._n:,'nfs feed to be sensitive o the appearanee ufirnpmpr]l,"l:; in ilr,re.:pring ﬂn!.'gil"r,, SEpvicE or
compensation of any value, including the purchase of meals. No @i, service or compensation may
be accepred if the intent is w influence decision-making. Emplovees, eontracrors, subeontractoss
and Agents shoukd vse prudent judgment when evaluating the purpose of the gift giving and in the
acceptance of the gift, even a token item of minimal value, Emplovees, contractors, subrontractors
angl Agenis are alse probibited from accepting muliple gifis, services or eompensation from one
persom ar arganization, which when combined would be bevond nominal value in any calendar year.

Compensation from public speaking engapements, other than compensation for aceual expenses, is
subject to Mainel lousing's palicy if (i) the subject of the speech or discussion relates 1o
MaineHousing's business, of (if) the event or oocasion for the speech is sponsored or hosred by an
'indh'idua| r r:.rgan'izal;;lm u'il;h w]'lil;l'. ?L[ain:;Hnus‘in;; fransacis husim:.sﬁ,

3. Remedies for Violation
?'.Trlinn::]"nusing kY take di.pt'lp]inarj.' action up o and i111;||..uﬂi1'|g termination for amy comduct ]:I:.' an
emploves thar violates any of MaineHousing’s policies, including s conthicts of interest and gites and
ather compensation policics. The dming, sequence, and depree of discpline will depend wpon the
facts and circumstances of each case. Maine law also provides for the removal of a commissioner or
director for misconduct in office, afver notice and a hearing.

E. Area of Operation

MamneHousing's area of operaton wall be statewade in the Sware of Maine, The STEP Program may be
administered in whele or in pare by MaineHousing in different arcas of the State of Maine.

F. MaineHousing Staff

MarneHousing seaft will work with grantees of the Program. At a minimum, ManeHousing staff will
provide the following services:

#  Review Progeam applications amd detesmine applicant eligabiliey based uporn:
®  Werification of homelessness doceiments
= Income eligibility documents
*  Hesuls of Criminal Background Check
Review and approve or deny Request for Unit Approval
Arrange the initial Housing Choality Standard [HOYS) inspection, provided the unit is available. An
assiened HOS inspector will conducr all inspections.
& Process all documents necessary for laindlord payments and manage all correspondence and
calculanons in regards to renant and program payments to landlords
Complete subsidy caloularions
Calculate Utility Allowances
Arrange for any Infermal review or heanng procedures
Process all necessary chent rerminations ar end of program participation

L I I

G, Homeless Initiatives Program Officers
Monitor client files to ensure that the grantes complics with rccrrrdkf:ping PEQUITEIMEnTS

H. Housing Assistance MNavigator

In additicn o the roles and expecrations referenced in the ESHAP Program Guide, each grantee of the
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Program will have ae least one Primary Mavigatos whose responsibilities for the Program will include, but are
net limited e the following

*  Assistapplicants in preparing and submitting Program applications

®  Assisrapplicants in the development of a Housing Stability Pan

*  Conduct coupon briefings for households approved for Program Coupons

*  Assistapplicants with housing search and placement

*  Provide Outreach to and negonaton with landlonds

& Review all Program Request for Unit Approval decuments necessary to request a unit inspection

& Agsist with submirting rental applications and understanding leases

®  Assess housing for complinnce with Emergeney Solutions Grane (ESG) requirements for

habatahiliry, lead-based paint, and rent reasonablencss

Assist with obtarning uiboes and making moving arrangements

*  Conduct re-evaluations of parmcipant progress, including updaring the Housing Stabiliey Plan at
least every 0 days

-

& Assist with mediation berarcen the program parocipant and the cwner or person(s) with whom the
progeram participant i living as iz necessary to prevent the program participant from losing
permanent housing

*  Provide credit and budget enaching necessary toassist progream participants with eritical skills related
L{] ]'lr:-usl.:.hn:ﬂd budgt,:rinﬁ; rna:n:-iging TIIEY, .au,:n:.xsing il 'FI'(,!I,!' ru,:rsu::lnﬂ| crun,‘lit 'r|,-.1'||::|rf| u.1'||,‘| rn_-:mﬂring
personal credit problems

®  Provide Renter Education

®  Meer periodically with MaineHousing Staff for Technical Assistance

SECTION 2: ELIGIBILITY AND REQUIREMENTS

[Z4CFRE 92216, 24CFRES.09 Emergency Services & Housing Assistance Program Mavigator
Services Process Guide, MaineHousing Houwsing Choice Voucher Administrative Plan Chaprer 2
Part 11]

A, Homelessness

The Program offers short-term or mediem-term rental assistance targered o homeless individuals and
famnilies that meet HUD homeless stams eligibiliey as outlined in 42 USC 8 11302 () {D203004) & (h)

B. Income Guidelines

For STEP, the Applicant™ annual income must be at of below 6% of area median income (AMI) for their
Hemsehald size. However, up to 1004 of the total number of Participanss receiving rental assistance under the
STEP Program may have annual income up w 80% of area median income.  Income includes gross
Hexuschold imeome  from all sourees. The rules under HUD s Seeton & Housing Choice Vowcher Program
will be used to determine annual iIncome and arca median income,

C. Housing Stability Plan

Partcrpanon in a Housing Stabibicy Plan (Plan) = 2 requirement in this Program, In the case of parucipants
covered undes VANWA, a seability plan is optiosal. A Plan will be developed amd agreed wpon by all adule
members of the household and the Mavigator, The Mavigator wall review and update the Housing Stabality

Plan with the houschobd ar least every 90 days.

D. Applicants with Disabilities
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Applicants with Disabilities or with a Family member with Disabilities that pequire a reasonable
accommadation in erder o fully unhize the Program will be gven an opporunity g requeest an
accommodation at the dme of applicatgon and at any dme theoughout parcipaon in the Program,
MarneHaousing will make reasonable sceommadations oo allow 3 person with Disabilities equal aceess b
the Program, In response to a request for a reasonable accommiedation, ManeHousing may request
reliable Disabiliy-relared informarion thae (1) is necessary o verify thar the person meets the definigon of
“Digability” under applicalle federal and State of Maine statures and regulations, (2) descabes the needed
accommadation, and (3] shows the relanonship betacen the person’s Disability and the requested
aceommaodation. The informagion will be provided by a reliable thisd parey whe is inoa position o kaow
about the person’s Dhisability, such as a decror, other medical professional or non-medical service agency.
Medical recosds or ather derailed informarion abour the nanre of the Disability will generally nor be
necessary, All informarion provided will be wsed by MameHousing enly -t make or assess a decizsion o
grant or deny a reasonable accommadation request,

SECTTON 3: PROCEDURES FOR PARTICIPANT SELECTION
[24CFR§92.2090¢]

A Participant Selection

MatneHousing will accept completed applications for the Program from awarded grantees of the ESHAP
Pragram. Incomplete applicanons will not be processed, Completed applications will be submtted for
review and tinal approval by the Occupancy Specialist. Applications will be recerved on a first come firse
served basis anly when there is funding available.

The Ocoupancy Specialist will review the complered applicatdon for eligibility. Submission of a compleed
application does not ensure admission o the Program, Once the Creoupancy Specialist approves the
application and background checks they will notify the Mavigator and avthorize them o schedule the
Coupon Issuance Briefing with the applicant. Coupon Issuanee Briefings should take place within one

week of approval,

Depending on the results of the applicaion process, the applicant and his or her Household may be denied a
'I.".v:||.|.11|::||‘|.

Any applicants that are on an exising Centralized Housing Choice Voucher (HOY) waiting lise will remain
an that lise, T remain active, u]'lpliv:ﬂnfs are rcsplmsib]u' foir muintuinin.g and upduring ARy RCesAry
information while they are on any waiting list,

SECTION 4: SUBSIDY STANDARDS

[MaineHousing Housing Choice Voucher Administrative Plan — Chaprer 5 Part 1)

A, Bedroom Allocation
The following facrors will be considered in determining bedeoom allocarions:

*  Number of persons;

¢ Relatonship of persons;

*  Sex and age of persons; and

*  Meed wavoid overcrowding, maximize use of space, and minimize subsidy costs.

Bedrooms are allocated as follows:
*  One hedroom for each two persons with a designation of HEADCO-HEAD or SPOUSE within
the household, except in the following circumstances: Single hexd of howseheld with addiional

family members not designared as a spouse or co-head wall be allocated a separate bedroom.,
*  (ne bedroom for each addigonal family member (other adult) not designated as a spouse or ca-
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head.

& One bedroom for each two Children under 18 of the same gender. Children of the same gender
whe are 10 years apart in age will be allocared separate bedrocms,

o  Children under 18 of differen gendess will be allocated separate bedrooms.

e bedroom for an approved Live-in Aide.

Oine bedroom for single person families

Expecrant head with no other houschold members will be allocated two bedrooms

Head with expectant spouse /cohead with no other houschold members will be allocared 2

bedrooms

Mimors and full ome college students who spend 50% or less tme with the Family will noc be considered
foor biedroom allocaton. In ne cose anll pae run{ntlg.'—nssi:;tl:d Hensehalds, leased under any rental
assistance program, be allowed w collect subsidy for the same Dependent(s). Excepoons may be granoed
by the Oecupancy Specialist if justficd by the age, sex, healeh, Disability, or relaonship of Family
members or other circumstances, or by the size of the rooms i the Unie.

SECTTON 5: ABSENCE FROM UNIT
[MaineHousing Housing Choice Voucher Administrative Plan — Chapter 5 Part L, & Chaprer 12
Part LE|

A Family must notfy the Mavigaror if it is absent from the Unit for 30 days in any 45-day pericd, During
the absence from the Unie, the Housing Assistance Payment will be paid and the Family must pay the
temant portion of the reat, 15 the Family is absent from a STEP Unit for a petod excecding G0
conzecutive days for reasons other than health or emergency, Housing Assistance Payments will be
terminatcd.

Families must comply with requests for verifications of health or emergency reasons or rental assistance
will be terminared. Incarceration is nor a health or emergency season. Absences for any reason other than
health or emergency reazons must be approved by the Occupancy Specialist

SECTION 6: FAMILY BREAKUP
[MaineHousing Housing Chotee Voucher Admimstranve Plan — Chaprer 3 Parr 1LC]

In the absence of a judicial decision or an agreement among the ongnal family members, the
MaineHousing will determine which family will contnue m receive assistance, In making its
determination, MaimeHousing will take into consideration the following factors: (1) the interest of any
minor children, including custody arrangements; (2} the interest of any i, elderly, or disabled family
members; (3) the interest of any family member whe is the viemm of domestc violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, or stalking, incleding a family member whe was forced o leave an assisted unit as a resule
of such acal or threarened abuse; (4) any possible risks 1o family members as & resolt of criminal acriviey;
anel (5] the recommendatons of social service professiomals,

When there are minor children in the Family, the adult Family member who is a signatory to the lease and
i% ['m:--.'in:]i'r'lg ['n'imm-_!: ht!uﬁil‘li; for the minor i.:l'lill:lrl:l‘l retaing the xuhxi:'g.'. f;uﬁum”:l'. when there are o
minor children and an adult Family member leaves the Unit any remaining adule Family member who is a
sigrratory to the lease retaing the subsidy. Exceptions may be made on o case-by-case basis for exienuating
CITCUmstances.

SECTION 7: SCREENING FOR CRIMINAL ACTIVITY
[MaineHousing Housing Choice Voucher Administrative Plan — Chaprer 3 Part [ILD
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MaineHousing will screen each applicant and sdul member of the applicant™s Household fos eiminal
activites, including Dirvg-related Crminal Acovity, Yiokent Cominal Activity, and cther eriminal activicy,
An “adult” s a person who is 18 yvears of age of older, a person who was convicted of a crime as an adule
when under the age of 18, or an emaneipated minor, “Household” means the Family and any Live-in
Aide approved by MaineHousing,

Each adule member of the applicant Heusehold will be required s sign a release form authonzing any low
enforcement agency to release criminal convictoon records. A refusal to submie a signed release form will
disqualify the applicant Howsehold from consideration For participation in the Program. Maine Housing
will wse the criminal conviction records information for admission screening and in determining whether
to approve the addidon of an adule Family member o1 a Live-in Aide as an occupant of the Unit. The
N'-I.'\"iE_HT\HT sy also consider infomation contmined in criminal records in connection with the
development of the Housing Stabality Plan for a Program participant o determine obtainable howsing
stability of the applicant.

MaineHousing may abtan infrrmanon concerning criminal acrivity for which there 15 no eonviction from
any other additional sources that are available o MaineHousing,

The Navigators will encourage Oramers o check prior references and perform any background checks
they may be using as a enant selection eriteria for potential enants.

SECTION &: DENIAL OF ADMISSION
[MaineHousing Housing Choice Voucher Administeanve Plan — Chaprer 3 Parr [TLEB. & C. &

Chapter 16 Part ITL AL

A, Mandatory Denial for Criminal Activity
An apphicant Houschaold wall not be eligible for admission wo the Program if:

*»  Applicant or any Houschold member has ever been convicted of the manufacture or production
of methamphetamine on the Premises of any federally-assisted bousing, inclading the building
or complex in which reneal Unirs are Jocated and the common areas and grounds,

*  Applicant or any Houschold member 15 subjece to a hfeome registracon requirement under a
sex offender of other sex erime regisrration program of the Sware of Maine o any other suate.

»  Maine Housing Policy: MaineHousing will deny assistance to any cursent user of Medical
Marijuana in accordance with the Quality Housing and Work Responsibilicy Act of 1998,

42
LLS.C 8 13601,

B. Discretionary Denial for Criminal Activiry

An applicant Household may be dended admission to the Program, at MaineHousing's discretion, for ather
criminal activity, whether or not such acewvity has resulted in an arrest or conviction. In determining whether
tor chemny admission 1o the Program when denial 5 not mandacory, MaineHoeusing may consider all selevamt
circumstances, incloding but not limited to the following: the senousness of the matter; the amount of ame
since the criminal acrivity occurred; the extent of participation or culpability of individual Household
1'|'||_'|'|‘|h|."r?:; any rr'li.riguri'r'lg L'.ir\'L'I.L'rH*l'!.II‘I\'_'L'.\; am] the effeets of denial of admission on T'-!I'I"I.II}' meimibers who
were not invelved in the acovity, As a condition of admission to the Program, MaineHousing, in s
diseretion, may vequire, among other things, proot of enrollment in, or sececssful complerion of,
.5.u|_-.\-|.:n'imd. |:I|-|.'|.!_7r aleabol or other rehahilitation propEram.

C. Denial for Owing Money to MaineHousing

The Owoupancy Spectalist may deny assistance o an appheant who owes monies o Mainel lousing, or any
ather housing authoriry, unless the applicant has paid the fonds in full o entered into @ repavment agreement,
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prios to admission. IF repavinent aseangements ase mace, a copy of the pepayiment sgreement must be
submitted to the Navigator and become a part of the apphicant’s Stability Plan.

The Oeeupaney Spectalist may deny assistance o an appleant whe is not in peod standing in eegards to the
terms of the repayment agreement with Mainel lousing or any other housing authonty.

D, Informal Reviews for Applicants

Applicants who are denied admission o the Program may scek an informal review, MaincHousing shall give
an applicant prompr written notcee of the dendal dectsion. The motice shall contain a hrief satement of the
reasons for the decision; inform the applicant that he or she may request an informal review of the deasion;
and deseribe how o obrain the informal review. The informal review may be conducred by any person
ather than the person whao made or i-lp[m::ul:ud the decision or a subordinate of thar person, The: H]'lplicnnt
will be gven the opporoenity to present wrtten or el chjections to the decision o deny assistance,
MatneHousing will prompily nofy the applicant and Navigawor in writing of the final decision after the
informal review, including a bref statement of the reasons for the final decision.,

Mo apportunity for informal review will be given for the following:

- Dipt;ﬂ;tinnar:,‘ administrative determinations or consideration of gl;:ng:ra| prs|i-|;:|.' ISELLEE O
class gricvances.

® A dererminarion of the number of hedrooms entered on the Coupon.

*# A derermination that @ Unit locared by 2 Coupon holder does not comply with HOS
of Maine Housing srandards.

*  Disapproval of an Owner's kease for the Unic

* A decision not o approve a request by a Coupon holder for an extension of the rerm of
the Coupon heyond the initial 120 issuance,

SECTION 9: COUPON ISSUANCE, TERM, EXTENSIONS AND
MOVING RESTRICTIONS

[ MaineHousing Housing Choice Woucher Adminisrrative Plan — Chaprer 2 Pare [1LA, Chapter 5
Part 11D, & E. & Chaper 10 Pare 1]

A, Coupon Term and Extensions

Fach Coupon is the Family's authorization o search for housing and is issued after the Family has been
verified eligible by the Oceupancy Specialisr and briefed on program sequirements by the Mavigaior, The
'Cul,l.prm also deseribes the Fam“:,".s -:,1b|'|!_-|,.1ﬁ|_rn$.

Each Coupon, will initially be issued wo the Family for a 120-day pesiod dusing which time the Family is
expected to find a Unit to rent. The Family must submit to the Navigator a completed Request for Unit
Approval, signed Lease Addendum, Landlord %W-9, Lead Paint Disclosure and unsigned copy of the lease
within the 120 flil}' pur.in-e:l, wnless an Exrension is H‘mnwd 'h]' the ﬂl;xl.r]'nn-;;:,' S-pm:i:llis‘r - The F:mil]; ITIET
submit a request for an extension in wting ar least seven davs hefore the expiragon dare on the Coupon.
Authorization for an exeension must be approved before the cxpiration of the Coupon or any cxtension.
Mo suspension of dme will be allowed, Exceptions may be made on a case-by-case basis for extenuatng
CIFCUMSTANCES.

The Navigators should make themselves available o assist applicants and participants in locating and
reraining housing and should reach our to Crhwners of renral property throsughout the commuonity.

The Owoupancy Spectalist may grant a 60-day extension for the following reasons:

*  Bxrenuanng circumstances, such as death or illness, which prevent the Family from
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finding a Unit;

®  The Family submits "Requese(s) for Unit Approval” which are denied by
ManeHousing's Oceupancy Specializt , or several Units fail;

®  The Family size or market conditions make finding a Unit difficul,

IF a Family does pot find a Usnie within the dmeframe allowed, the Coupon is no longee valid. The Family
may submit a new applicasion and will be subject o the applicadon review process.

IF a Family with o member who is disabled requests in weiting an additional extension a5 a reasonable
accommadation, and makes swch request prier o the expiration of the coupon, or erginal extension,
MamneHousing will make an evaluation, based on regulations under Section 504 of the Rehabilitanon Acc of
1973 as amended (Secticn 304}, and may grane an addinonal extension sz 3 reasonable sceommaodation for
families with a member who i disabled and needs an accessible Uit

B. Moving Restrictions

During the inital term of the lease, MaineHousing will not allow any move by the Partcipant Family without
the consent of the Chwner unless an exception s granted by the Oceupaney Specialise.
Exceptions may be granted for, but not limived o

Venficd domestc violencs

Documented hate crimes

WVenfied approprate medical reasons

Venfied job offers

The Unit becomes wnsafe or unsanitary without the faule of the tenant Family or any of
its guests and the Crner fails or refuses wo sarisfacrorily remedy the sitnation within the
tizme fequired by the Oecupancy Specialise.

5 o & & @

Unless excused by a provision of the lease o by law, enants must pay all money owed o an Chwner for
unpaid rent or damages before moving o another Unie usder the Progeam. Maine Houging will terminate
assistance for unapproved moves.

SECTION 10: OWNERS
[Emergency Services & Housing Assistance Program MNavigator Services Process Guide,
MaineHousing Housing Choice Voucher Admimistratve Plan Chaprer 13 Pare LA & 11

A, Dutreach to Owiers

The Mavigators are available mo assist applicants and partcipants in locaring and retaining howsing by reaching
aut to Craness of fental property throughout the community. MaineHousing in conjunction with Navigaroes
will encourage Uomers and property managers to participate in the Program by

*»  Owreach o and negogation with landlords.

*  Assisting with mediation berween the program participant and the owner or person(s) with
whom the program participant is living as necessaty 1o prevent the program paticipant [fom
losing permanent housing,

Dm'l:]rrping Hﬂd 'I'I'Iﬂ'il'ltﬂil'l.ll'lg P’Tr#_'l'l'ﬂ.'l'l'l inﬁ"matinn Fr!nr :’}“.'I'IQ"S ﬂl'ld Pﬂir_ﬂ"h' managcrs.
Addressing bocal Owner groups.,
¢ Advertising via:
*  Mewsleters community resources guides, flvers
*  Laocal Crwner publicarions.
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The MNavigatoss may ideneify aseas whese participants ape experiencing ditficulty in finding sental housing
and make presentanens o Cwners and property managers in those arcas,

Orweners are encouraged to check prior references and perform any background checks they may be using as
tenant selection cotena for potental tenants.

B. Owner Enforcement

Orweners will be nonfied in wrinng of any viclaton of Owner obligatons and will be given a specified
pericad of dme during which o take corrective action, Failure to correct violations will result in abaterent
of the rental assistance payments for those days the Chwner was in non-compliance and could result n
termination of the rental assistnce payments theough the Program as well as disapproval as a participating
Chgrmer in the fumore,

The Owner may mot assign the renral assistance payments © a new Oweer without the prioe writeen
comzent of MatneHousing and must abide by the terms and conditions regarding assignment transfer,

C. Disapproval of Prospective Owners
ManeHousing reserves the nghe mo disapprove Onners from participating in the Program if:

*  The Chener is in noncompliance, or has a history of noncompliance, with this or any other
federal or state housing program, or state or local codes; or

*  The Chaner engrages, or has a history of engaging, in abusive or viodent behavior or eniminal
actvity, including but not mited o
*  Acoual or implied threats or harm
= Acnons thar threaten the health, safery or peaceful enjoyment of tenanrs

= Abusive language
= Stalking or harssment

SECTION 11: HOUSING QUALITY STANDARDS

[Z4CFRE 92.2000) & Maine Housing Housing Choice Voucher Administrative Plan Chapter 8, Part
|

A, Inspection Standards

MarneHousing will inspect Units to ensure thar the Units and the buildings in which they are located are
decent, safe and sanitary. MaineHousing will vee the Housing Quality Standaeds (HOQS) esablished by HUD
regulations in 24 CEFR Section 982401 as the minimum standard for compliance,

B. MaineHousing Standards

In additon to HOS, MaincHousing has adopeed additenal local required inspection and performance
standards as derailed in Chaprer 8 Part 1, Sections 8-1A and 8-TB. of MaineHousing's Housing Choiee
1'."r:n|,:||;]'|n;:r r"udminisfrs.tilw r-'ran

C. Housing Inspection

L. Lmitial Inspections
MaincHousing will conduct ininal inspections within a reasonable amount of time of receiving a
uml[‘ﬂl-_'fuu:! Rer.lul.':sf fiur '|._.-|'|:ir ."l.p['m:wa.] rul.'lcet. The initial iﬁs]‘lm.:til:-l‘l must 1,'\c:|rr|]'|[_l; with all Hf}ﬁ :rl.-r]
MaineHousing inspection and performance standards before rental assistance payments can begn,
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MaineHousing will notify the Owner of items needing repair. If the Owner is unwilling to make the
necessary repairs, the Unic may not be occupied by the applicant,

2, Oither Inspections
Special inspections will be performed at the request of the Family or the Owner or at the Occupancy
Spectalist's discretion.

I the event of an extension of rental assistance beyond the initial 12 month term, the unit, or any
subsequent umit, must pass an agoual inspection by a MaineHousing HOS Inspecior.

Al inspections will be conducred using the HOYS Inspection Checklise developed by HUD and also
inelwding the MaincHousing standasds required by this Plan,

Program Chwners must eomply with applicable Secrion 304 regulations relaing ro modifications to
their Units and must also comply with all other provisions of all civil righes and fair housing laws.

D. Owner Responsibility; Follow-up Inspections

If a Unit is occupied by a Partcipant, the Owner must correct within 24 hours life-threatening violations
including bur ot limired o non-working smoke derectors, hazardous electrical sinarions, non-working
carhon monoxide detectors, or loss of heating during the winter months, and must correce within 48 hours
emergency violagons including but not hmited o loss of running or hot water, Other violatons must be
corrected within 30 days unless an exrension is granted by the Occupancy Specialisr.

ManeHousing wall noofy the Owner, Mavigator and Partcipant of the violatons and the ome limit within
which vy correct them.

ManeHousing wall venty that the 24-hour and 38-hour deficiency repairs have been made, and pertorm a
follow-up inspection as soon as possible. For all other deficiencies, MaineHousing will verity eorrection
of the deficient items after all required repairs have been completed,

If wiokagions are not corrected within the stared time lmin, Housing Assistance Payments will cease
beginning the first of the following month, I violations are corrected while the tenant is still a participant in
the Program, payments may hegin again as of the date of the correction.

If the Uni is determined 1o be uninhabitable because of fire, tlood, or natural disaster damage, the renral
assistance for that Unit will be terminated as of the end of the month in which the Unit was made

uninhabiable. Wo 30-day notice of rental assistance termination will be required. The Family will be issued a
Coupon w search for a new Unir,

E. Tenant-Caused HOQS Violations

MaineHousing will notfv the tenang, Navigator and the Owaer of a enant-caused HOS viclation and the
time limit within which o correct it A enant-cavsed viclation is:

*  Failure to pay for renan-supplied Urlides,
*  Failure ro provide and mainrain any renant-supplied appliance, and

*  Dramage caused by the tenant or a guest to the Unic or Premises thar s an HOS failare.

Tenants must make restitution for tenant-caused HOS violations. If the tenant fails o do so, the Oamer may
evict the tenant and MaineHousing may terminate Housing Assistance Pavments,
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SECTION 12: RENT REASONABLENESS
[Z4CFRED2.2090E) &« MaineHousing Housing Choice Voucher Administrative Plan Chapter 8 Part
111]

ManeHaousing will accept units by area and bedroom size thae meet or are bebow the effective Voucher
Pavment Standards established for the Housing Choice Vioucher program,

Mlainel ||:1u55n§; will use a rent rensonableness syitem in accordance with HUTY iqmiﬂl,:lim,r:. O pOMmpare
program Units with market rate Unies. Speaifically, the system in place wall allosw Maine Housing to
establish appropriate rents for progeam Units by comparing them o unassisted Units, tking the following
intes consideration: location, Unit size and Unit type. If the rental amount for a parbcular unit exceeds the
HUD approved rent amount, and the landlord is not willing to negordate a lower renizl amount, the
{.]I;_Jl..'l.lrlul‘li;:" 5]1[!!,']““51‘ iy resEarch the rental marker in thar sp-e:;iﬁi; area b obtain docoumentation o
determine if the rent amount 15 justified.

SECTION 13: UTILITY DEPOSITS
[24CFREI2.209(a)]

The STEP Program may provide a one-time utlity deposit to assist Participants in obriming unlicy services
fost their Unit, Utility deposit assistance may be wsed only for Uiilities peemitted under the Seetion 8
Heusing Choice Youcher utility alloaance, which includes electricity, gas, oil, sewer and water, but does not
include elephone and cable television, A uiility deposic may be provided under the STEP Program only if
(i) the temant Family has been issued o renial assistance Coupon, (i) the Unie selected by the tenant Family
has passed inspection, and (i) the tenane Family has entered inmo a lease with the Cramer,

STEP Unility Dieposits will be made on behall of a Family divectly o the wility company, upon feccipt of
proper documentation, and will not be recaptured by the STEP Progsmam,

SECTION 14: SECURITY DEPOSITS
[24CFR§92.209(a), 24CFRG92.2000)]

The Program may provide a secunty deposit on behalf of the Famly to assist them in securing a Unic under
their initial lease. A security deposit may be provided under the Program only if (3) the renant Family has
been isswed a rental assistance Coupon, (i) te Unie selected by the tenant Family has passed inspecoon, and
(i) the tenane Family has entesed inro a lease with the Chvner.

It a partciparing Family 1 authorized by MaineHousing o move woa new Unicaiath more bedrooms thar
requires a security deposit in excess of the initizl security deposit amount provided by MaineHousing,
MaineHousing may provide the addivonal amount to assist the Family in securing the new Unit, If a
participating Family is authorized by MaineHousing to move o another Unic with the same number of
hedrooms, or fewer, the security deposit for the subsequent Unie i the responsibility of the Family,
Exceptions for additonal secusity deposits paymenes may be appeoved by MaineHousing Seaff,

HRecur ty ]'kpmc‘itx will he made fli'rm,'t]:.' to the Chener S landlord an hehalf of a i":lmi]:.' ancd will ot he
recaptured by the Program, but shall be reramed o the Family, Cramers must comply with all requirements
of Maine low applying 1o security deposits o include those provisions governing retuen of security deposits
upn terrminanion of the tenancy.

MatneHousing will prohibie the Orwner from collecting a securiry deposit in exeess of two months” rene.

Tenant is responsible for any pet deposic that may be charged, Exceprions for addidonal secunity deposies
payments may be approved by MaineHousing Sraff,
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SECTION 15: RENTAL ASSISTACMNE PAYMENTS AND EXTENSIONS
[24CFR§92.209(¢)]

A, Assistance Payments

MaineHousing will issee rental assistance payments to Cheners, or ther designared representatives. The
Croener will be paid on or about the first day of the month for which the reneal payment 15 due. The Chaner
agrees thar the Chwner's endossement on the check of acceptance of the Elecrronic Funds Transfer (ETF)
will bee comclusive evidence that the Ohwner received the full ameunt due for the month, and will be a
certification dhar:

*  The Unitis in decent, safe and sanitary condition, and that the Ohwner is providing the services,
rmairtersrwee ard Urilities .agﬂ.:.:;d tos i the lease For the Unir,

*  The Unit is leased o and oceupied by the tenant named in the lease.

#  The Onener has not received and will not receive any paviments a8 eent for the Unit other than
those idenuficd in the lease,

*  To the hest of the Crwner's knowledge, the Unir is used solelv as the renant's prncipal residence.

Pavments for move-ins and move-outs, with effective dates not on the first day of the month, will be
prowated to retlecr the actual number of days,

IF Maine Housing determines thar the Cramer is oot entitled o any payments received, in addidon mo other
remedies, ManeHousing may deduct the amount of the overpayment from any amounes due the Owaner,
including the amownts due under any other Peogram rental assistanee payenent.

B. Extenszions of Assistance

Each participant will be allowed up o 24 months of renal assissance, subject to review and compliance
with all requirements of the Program. At the end of the ininal 12-month erm, the Ocoupancy Specialist will
process a recertification of meome and family composition. Addiional information segarding extensions is

derailed in Section 19 B of this Plan,

SECTION 16: LEASE TERM AND OTHER PROVISIONS
[24CFR§92.200(e)- ()]

The inieal term of the lease between the Owner and the tenane wall be for one year, For STEP the initial term
may be less than ane year if both parties agree o a shomer rerm.

Mo lease, o1 lease renewal that proposes oo increase the amount of rent or change wility responsibilities
foor the Uit being rented, will be effecrive dusing the rerm of sennal assistance wnless it has been approved

in advance 11}' ?'.T:liﬁr.'H-::uRing_

SECTION 17: INCOME, ASSETS, EXPENSES AND MINIMUM RENT
[Z4CFRED2.203, , 24CFRES Subparr B & F, 24CFREME2, Subparr F & MaineHousing Housing
Choice Voucher Administrative Plan Chapier 6

A Income, Assets & Expenses

The income, assers and expenses allowed for each

temant Family are descrnbed in HUD: Section # Houvsing Choace Voucher regulanons, 24 CF.R. Part 5,
Subpart £ and 24 C_F.R. Part 982, Subpan E.

For renant Family income, assets and expenses MamneHousing 4ll nor accepr written third-party
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verification peovided directly from the tenant Family. IF anesypis w0 obiain verfication are unsuccessful,
MaineHousing will document aral venfications, Such documentaton will include faces, date of contace,
and source of information. IF thisd-party venfications cannot be obtained, MaineHousing may accept
seeomdary sources of verifieation.

MaineHousing will nor include, as assers, assers valued ar $1,000 or less that have been disposed of for less
than fair market valoe,

MaineHousing may conduct an interim recxamination ar any tme wo assist a participant in the STEP
Program.

B. Minimuwm Rent

ManeHousing will require each tenant Family to pay & minmum of 30% of their adjusted gross income per
month wward their rent and/or wilicy allowance,

SECTION 18: CHANGES IN INCOME OR HOUSEHOLD

COMPOSITION
[24CFR{92.203 ]

A, Income Changes

A change resulting in the reduwction of the Family®s income, and therefore, their share of the rent, will be
effective as of the first of the month folleaing the dare of the reporred change,

Families are not required to report any ather changes in inceme or expense wnless they are a zero/minimal
income family or a new family member brings income to the household. Changes in income must be reported
within 14 dayvs of the change.

Families with income that has been excluded as sporadic income, may be required o report changes on a
quartesly basis.

If a family reports a change thar it was not required to report and that would result in an increase in the family
share of the rent, MaineHousing will note the informanon in the renane file, but will nor conduer an interim
TeCRAmInatio.

It a family reporrs a change thar it was not required o reporr and thar would resulr in a decrease in the family
share of rent, MaineHousing will condieet an interim reexamination,

Families may seport changes in ineome of CEpenses al any tme.

A change resulting in an interim certificancn will be effective on the first of the menth following the
notiee given by MaineHouwsing,

B. Houschold Composition

The Family must inform the Navigator of the hirth, adopton, or court-saarded custody of a child within 14
days of the evenr. Wriren approval from rthe landlord must be submirred o the Navigaror when a
Pasticipant wants o add a member o the Houschold, The Pamscipant must then bave the approval of the
Ocewpancy Specialist before adding any Houschold member or a Live-in Aide as an occupant of the Uit
Each addinonal adult Household member will be required 1o provide documentation regasding idenriry,
citizenship status, inecine, and meet all other program requirements. As a comdition of approval of the
additional Houscheld member, MaineHousing will screen cach addimonal adult member for cnminal
activities and background. The additional adult member will be required wo submir a signed release fonm
:aufl'ln:::riziﬂg an!.' |s|'o.r UI'I'FI MoeTTReTE H’_:CI'I(?' o r{']l.'asl: crim'ina| caml"ld'ir:-n ﬂ.'i;rn'ds o nl-:ﬂ.im'Hi_H.lKiﬂF_’ ﬂl'l.d
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MaineHousing's use of the fecords and information 1o detesimine whether o appiove the sdditional
member as an cccupant of the Unit, A refusal or fallure to submir a signed release form for this purpose
will result in a denial of approval wo add the adule member as an oceupant of the Unic MaineHousing may
abtain information eoncerning eriminal actviry for which there is no convietion from any other additional
sowrces that are avatlable to MamneHousing,

:'.Tiliﬂﬂ]'lt1u55ﬁ§: anll duﬁ:r u]'lprunlal o el the adule member a2 an aceupant of the Lnar if any oif the reasonms
stated in Mandatory Denial for Criminal Activity exases. MaineHousing may deny such approval for any of
the reasomns stated in Discretionary Dienial for Criminal Activiry.

SECTION 19: VOUCHER TERM, VOUCHER RENEWAL AND
PROGRAM COMPLETION
[Emergency Services & Housing Assistance Program Mavigator Services Process Guide|

A, Voucher Term

Program participants are requited mo meet monthly with their Navigator and e review and update their
housing stabaliey plan quarterly, The agency providing Mavigaror services may be exempt from the
tequitement i meet with program pasticipants monthly becavse they also receive funding under the
Vialence Against Women Act [VAWA) or the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act (FVPS), as
these prohibit making housing conditional on the program participant’s soceprance of services.

B. Voucher Renewal

Participants are eligible for assistance for ewelve months bevond the end of their inttial 12 month term.
Program Participants must work with their Mavigator to submit updated family compeositon and income
paperwork o the Occupancy Specialise as part of an annual recertification process. Annual paperaark wall
he zent b the participant 105 days before the effective date of the certification,

¢ How the renewal will allova the participant o achieve housing stabilivg

#  Whar specifie steps the pasticipant and the MNavigaos will take o ensure that the partscipant
achieves housing stability during the renewal.

#  The agency must also commit in writing to providing all necessary ongoing navigator services
required to ensure the partcipant achieves housing sability prior o the end of any renewal,
mcleding maonthly check-ins.

*  These services must be provided for the duration of any renewals(s), unless the participant is
exited from the angrpm,

*  Punding to provide these services cannot be charged wo the ESG Housing and Stabilization Share
of agency’s ESHAT fusding as they will be mking place caside the inital 12 month gme limit for
E&G Housing and Stabilization Services.

To be eligble to request a voucher renewal the tollowing will be considered:
s A determination thar che P!.Il'fil:ipilnt CORHTILES [ et Prng_rrurn I.']ii_ljl'ri”t'_l.' rELlui'rv_'mL-ﬂ‘m_c.
* A determination thar a Participant has made some progeess towards achieving the goals set forth
in his or her Housing Smabilice Plan,
o A determination thar a Participant has nor vielated Progeam COrbligarions,

If a renewal 15 needed the follwing informanon will be required as part of the annoal recernficanon:
*  Updated HMIS, DHAS and MaineHousing RO forms for all howsehald members
L] ]_:p-da.l;{'d II'H;I W Vvl.:riﬁ-l;pfiu:m:s fram a|] SIS for .'||| Hdult |'|-:1|,.|$|;;|'|1||d I'I1|;;I'I'II_'II,'T$
& LUpdated Housing Stability Plan rebevant to the renewal
®  [f the clicnt intends o sty in the current undt:

o The unit must PASS r-c—inspcv:[inn by a ManeHousing HOS Inspecoor
®  If the tenane intends po move to an oow it
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o The tenant must give proper notce o ther camrent landlord

o The renant must complete and rerumm o LL packer

o The new unit must PASS inspection by a MaineHousing HOS Inspector
@ The tenant will be responsible for the Secunty Deposit for the new umit

Ay additional extension requests must be subanitted in weiting within wen days prior wo the expiration of the
vouwcher rencwal.

If the reguekt foar an extenision hL‘:.'I::-I‘Il:! the 24 r|"|-:||:||r|'|:1|.I is -l.‘||'_'|‘|‘i|_'n:|r a written notice of the denial will be sent to
the tenant and Navigaror, and the renanes rental assistanee will reeminare as originally scheduled ar the end of
their 24 month term.

C. Program Completion

It a household completes the Program, their Housing Assistance Payments will end. A houzehold will be
considered 1w bave complered the Program il

*  The howsehold has completed their Housing Seabilicy Plan and the goals set w0 attain howsing
stabaliv;
*  The houschold has voluntarily decided to wachdraw from the program; or

*  The houschold no longer needs the subsidy 1.e. they can pay the entre rental amaoune withowt
FESTEL ATV

*  The Houschaobd has received the maximum 24 months of assistance.

SECTION 20: TERMINATION
[ MaineHousing Housing Choice Vowcher Administrative Plan Chaprer 12 Part 1)

:'I.Ia'lnt:]"nus:ing il tr,rminnfc: Hr:using -"..mistancu Pq:.mcnts. for il Farﬁcipant i'F;

*  Any Houschold member has ever been convicted of Drog-related Criminal Activity relating to the
manufacture or production of methampheamine on the Premises of any federallv-assisted
homssing, including the building or complex in which rental Units are located and the common
areas and grounds.

#  Any Houschold member s found to be a bfetime registrant on any sex offender regstry,

MaineHousing may terminare Housing Assisrance Payments for a Parncipant if any one or more of the
following activides, eonditions, oF events ooeurs or exises:

*  The Pamicipant commits & serious or repeated violation of the lease.
¢ The Participant fails to make payments on manies awed to MaineHouwsing or any other
housing authoriry.

*  Any Houschold member commits fraud, brbery or any other corrupt or criminal act in
connection with the Program.

# (ks of has any interest in the Unie.
¢ Any Houschold member engages in any Diug-relared Criminal Activiry.

L louschald member engages in any Violent Criminal Aciviry.

*  Any Houschold member engages in abuse of aleohol, illegal Divugs, or eriminal acovity char
threatens the health, safety or peaceful enjoyment of the Premises by other residents (including

properry management staff residing on the Premises) and persons residing in the immediate
vicinity of the Premises,
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*  Subleascs or othersise transfers the Unic or assigns the lease,
*  Receive Program assistance while receiving another housing subsidy for the same Unit or 2
different Unit under any other Federal, Stue or local housing assistance program.
*  Damages the Unit or Premises (other than ordinary wear and rear) or permits any guesrt o
rlar:mg_u the Uni‘r ar Prerrlim-_':«..
*  Receives Progrm assistance while residing in a Unit owsed by a pavent, child, grandparent,
grandehild, sister or brother of any member of the Family, unless Mainel lousing has determined
{and has notitied the Owner and the Family of such determinason) that approving the reneal of
the Lnit, notedthstanding such relanonship, would provide a reasonable accommadation fora
Family member who is a person with Disahilities,
*  Any Houschold member is violanng a condinon of probanon or parole imposed under Federal
ot st law.
*  Any Houschold member threatens or engrages in abusive or violent behavior woward any
person mcleding bore noe brared g0 actual or implied threars of harm, abusive langeage, or
stalking or harassment.
¢ The Pamicipant fails to meet the Paracipant obligations stated in HUD regulations or
Proygram docoments. These obligations include, but are not Limited o
*  Supplyving any information that MaineHousing derermines o be necessary including
information of Family Household income and compositon.

= Ddisclosing and verifying social zecurity numbers and signing and submitting consent forms
for oheaining information,

= TPromptly notfving the Mavigator in writing when the Family is saay from the Unie for an
extended ahsence.

*  Obaining writen approval from the Oriner and MNavigaror prior i adding any additional
Haousehold member or Live-in Aide to the Unir,

= Allowing MaineHousing oo inspect the Unit ar reasonable imes and afrer reasonable notce,

= Motifying the Navigator and the Chwner in writing at least 30 days before moving out of the
LUlniig oor h:rmi.nsiring the lease,

®  LUsing the Unit as the Family's only residenee.

- Nuﬁﬁ.‘ing e Nm'ignmr in ll:n.--l'il:i1'||%'_r weithin 14 da!.'s of the event, of the hirth, adnptinn or
court-awarded custody of a child,

= Giving the Navigator a copy of any Owner eviction notiee upon receipt of notice.

L] 'Pq:.'ing any urilit]' hills and P n'idi:ng andd mainmining any prli.‘mu.:s thar the Chamer is not
required o provide under the lease,

*  TPaying the tenant portion of the monthly rent o the Owner.

In rlr_'l.-.irling whether to terminare Ha mxin!_-' Asgictanee r":-q.'l'rw‘_'l.'nrs:r the {)ni;upuﬁl:!.' Spm,'iglist rmay ennsider thie
preponderance of evidence, which, in situations involving the termination for criminal activity, shall not
requine an arfest of conviction; the seriousness of the marer; the extent of paricipation or culpability of
individual Household members; mitigating circumstances and the effects of termination on Family
members who were not involved in the action.

In approprate cases, the remaining Family members may be allowed to continue to receive assistance on the
condition thar any Household member who has engaged in domesric violence, Diug-relared Criminal Acriviey
ar Viedent Criminal Activity does noe reside in the Unir, The Oecupaney Specialist will ask the remaining
Head of Household wo sign an agreement not to allow the offending Household member(s) o reside in the
Unit oceupied by the Houschald. The Occupancy Specialist may teeminate Housing Assistance Payments 1o
any I"a.mi.|:|.' wha vialates the agrement,

Terminations related wo eircumstances of Domestie Violence, Dating: viclenee, Sexual Assault or Stalking shall
be administered in accordance with the applicable provisions of Mainellousing” s Admimstrative Plan for
Section § Housing Choice Voucher and Project Based Voucher Programs then in effect, the Violence against
Women Act of 2013 If\".'\\"'."a\:l and the 9[‘!]1“!;“[]'!,! HLUD mgu'lu.ri::ln.x.
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Onee a decision o terminate Howsing Assistance Pavments is made, a 30-day written aotice will be sent to
the tenant, Mavigator and Osamer, [f MaineHousing decides oo terminare Housing Assistance Payments, the
Kental Assistance Payment Coneract will terminare and the Lease Addendum will become null and void as

of the date stared in the notee,

SECTION 21: TERMINATION HEARINGS AND ACTIONS NOT
REQUIRING INFORMAL HEARINGS
[ MamneHousing Housing Choice Woucher Administrative Plan Chapter 12 Part 1)

A, Termination Hearings

MaineHaousing skall give a Participant an cpportunity for an informal heanng o consider whether decisions
relating te the individual circumstances of the Participant are in accordance wath applicable laws, HUD
regulanons and MaineHousing policies relating to a decision to terminate assistance for the Parucipant.

MamneHousing shall give a Participant prompe written nogce of any decisien thar may result in a requesr for
a heating, The notice of the decision will be sent by mail 1o the Pamicipant's lasr known addreess and shall
contain the following

* A bricf statement of the reasons for the decision,

#  The specific proposed action to be taken.

¢ A starement informing the Participant thar an informal hearng may he requested wiathin 10 days
of receipt of the norice,

* A smrement of how, where and when the request for hearing should be submiteed,

* A starement that the Participant has the mght to view any documents or evidence in the
possession of MaineHousing upon which MaineHousing based its proposed scton before the
mformal hearing,

* A starement that Housing Assistance Payments will contnue during the informal hearing
process.

Termmation hearings conducted will comply with the folloaing:

#  The heanng wall be conducted by a heanng officer in accordance with the Maine Administrative
Procedures Act.

*  Arhis of her owmn expense, a Pamticipant may be represcnted by a lawyer or other representative.

*  Prior o a hearing, Participant shall be given the opportnity to examine, and copy at their own
EX[Ense, any documents, i'r'u;'ll.l.:iing records ancd progeram |'e!_|:"u|:|l'i|:-|‘|ec1 n:]iru,'ﬂ:,' relevant o the
hearing, ManeHousing will consider reasonahle requests to waive the ohhigation wo pay for
documents a Participant may request which are directly relevant to the hearing, MaincHousing will
provide the Participant with all docomentary evidence it imtends to enter into evidence at the
hearing at no charge.

+  MaineHousing must be given the opportunity to examine and copy ar its offices before the hearing
any Pasticipant documents thar are divectly relevant wo the hearing. The Participant muse provide
MaincHousing with any documents they wish to enter into evidence at the Hearing,

The Paricipant may not rely on @ document at the hearng dhat was nor made available for
imspection and copying.

#  The pesson condueting the hearing will eegulate the conduct of the heasing in accordance with
these procedures,

*  MdaineHousing and the Participant shall be given the opportunity to present evidence and
question wimnesses. Evidence may be considered wirhour regard ro admissibility under the roles of
evidence applicable v judicial proceedings.

*  The person condueting the hearing shall fssue a wrinten decision, briefly staring the reasons for
the decision, and provide a copy of the decision to the Participant within 7 business days of the
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heating.

¢ Factoal determinations selating o the individual circomstances of the Participant shall be hased
on a prependerance of the evidence presented at the hearing, The issues at the hearing will be
whether ManeHousing's decision relating o the individual circumstances of the Participant were
in accordance with applicable lras, HUD regulations and MaineHousing policies. The hearing
shall not be a complete review of whether MaineHousing should have undertaken the proposed
acton. The hearing officer is not o impose the heanng officer’s judgment on the wisdom of the
decision,

MaineHousing shall not be bound by any hearing decision which is conteary ro HUD regularions, Federal,
Stave or local law, or this Plan, or which concerns a matter forwhich an informal hearing s nor reguired
o be provided and 15 in excess of the authonty of the peson conducting the hearing, 1f MaineHousing
determines that it is st bound by a hearing decision, it shall prommptly nofly the Pasticipant of the
determination and the reasons for the determination.

B. Actions not Requiring Informal Hearings
Mo opportunity for an informal hearing 15 provided for the following actons:

¢ Dreterminations thar a Unit does oo eomply with HUTY Howsing Cualiey Standasds or additional
mspecticn and performance standards imposed by MaineHousing,

*  [Drecisions toexercize any remedy agaimst the Cramer of o Unir, inclading but pot limited w0 the
rermination of Houwsing Assistance Payments,

*  Dreterminanons thar a Unic does not comply with HOS because of Family siee.

*  [Deasions on how MaineHousing determines ats unliey allowance schedule.

*  Driscrenonary administratve determinations or consideracon of general policy issucs or class
prievances.

*  [ecisions not o approve a Unit or tenancy.

*  Decisions not o approve a request by a Participant for an exrension of the rerm of 2 Coupon
ssued.

SECTION 22: PROGRAM FRAUD

[MaineHousing Housing Choice Voucher Administeanve Plan Chaprer 14]

MaineHousing is dedicared 1o maintaining the integrity of the Program and will mke positive steps o
prevent the oeourrence of program abuse, misrepresentation or frasdulent activity by Chaners or program
Parocipants.

A, Owner Fraud and Program Abuse
Fraudulent or program abuse acovities by Owamers include but are not imited oo

#  The Ohwner receiving pavinent in excess of the rent stated in the lease.
*  The Ohener rocciving pavment for a Unit that is not oecupied by the Participant Family identified
in the lease as the occepants of that Unir.
*  The Crwner receiving payment for a Unit that the assisted Family has vacated,
Actions that MaineHousing may take when an Owmer has committed fraud or other program abuse include,
Tt are oot limived to:

L] 'quul;ting the amount of ANY OVErpaymEnt from ANY ATILTIES dhae the Oromer, whether or
not related o the fraud or program abuse,

*  Terminating the rental assistance pavments.,

*  Repornong violanons w appropoate federal or state governmental agencies,
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*  Ddisapproving the (hwmer for further participation n the Program,

B. Applicant and Participant Fraud and Program Abuse
Fraudulent or program abuse activites by applicants or Parncpants include bur are not hmited to;

Failure to report changes in Houschold income or assers within 14 davs o the Navigator.
Failure to reporr changes in Household compositon within 14 days o Maviganor,
Allowing unauthorzed indviduals oo reside in the Unic

Craning or having any interest in the Unir,

Actions that ManeHousing may take when an applicant or Participant has committed frand or other
program abuse include bur are nor mired o

*  Mandatory sepavment o MaineH ousing of all renral assistance, urility deposir, and security
dt‘pl st payments that were made as a result of fraudulent infomation.

*  Denial of assistance.

o Termination of assistance,

*  Reporting violations wo appropate fedesal or state povernmental spencies.

SECTION 23: PAYMENT POLICIES ON MONIES OWED
[MaineHousing Housing Choice WVoucher Admimstranve Plan Chaprer 14 Par 11)

If a Participant or Chener owes Maine Housing money, MaineHousing will notify the pary of the amoun
awed and will affer a choice of payment in full or a repayment agreement. MaineHousing may, ar its
diseretion, rerminare Housing Assistance Payments for noncompliance with a signed repayment agreement.
ﬁT:linch:uﬁil‘lg will maintain records of monies owed for 2uch thir!gﬁ 15 1mr[‘u:|'n'||_'|‘|h uﬂ:l,-r::-r fraud
TECOvEery,

A, Participant Accounts

Participant accounts will be accompanicd by a repayment agreement to be completed and remurned by the
Participarit,
& If the Participant fails o sign the agreement, MaineHowsing mav send notice that the bill must
be pard or Housing Assistance Payments will be terminated.
¢ [f the Participant owes monies o MaineHousing and is entitled to a urility reimbursement,
MaineHousing will notify the Participant thar this reimbursement will be withheld unril the
mdies oweed] are palvl:] in Full,

The Participant will be given 30 days from the date of the notice in which w object.
B. Owner Accounts
If Chaner AECOUNtS ¢ i 1'.|1I:-I‘I;L'$ r:ru'ur] [£¥] ?\TﬂinuH::uxinH i LHCEE -:::I'-S'I.Sl].mil are mif |,"|L'nr\er|. h]' the -::|sm.'

specificd, MaineHousing will be entitled o exercise one or more nghes and remedies available under the
law or inequiry and may report the non-payment w appropeiate federal or state governmental agencics.

APPENDIX - DEFINITIONS

Coupon; A docament issued by MaineHousing o an applicant selected for admission o the Program
deseribing the program and procedures for approval of 1 Unit selected by the applicant. The Coupon also
states the r:-]}lif___rn,l;i-:m:; af the Famih_,' under the ProgrTam,
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Dependent : A member of the Family, othes than the Head of Household, spouse, o foster childeen of
adults, who is under 18 years of age, a person with a Disahility, or a full-ome stadent.

Disability or Disabilities: Disabiliev includes any plrysical or mental condition thar {a) subsantially Lmies
one or more of a person's majer life activities, or (b) significantly impairs physical or mental health, or (o}
requires special edwcation, vocational rehabilication or related services, or (d) is specified in accessibility laws,
tor inclede ortha r]'u.-sdi.{:., visual, 5]1wch and '|'||:,':|'ri1'||; imeirme.:n t4, cerehral ]'IH.]S:;'. aurtism, l.']'li.ll:_:rm:;, muscular
dystrophy, multiple sclernsis, cancer, heart disease, diabetes, Human Immunodeficiency Vires infection or
AIDE, menal retardation, and psyehiarric illness, amyorrophic leral selerosis, chromic obstructve
pulmaonary disease, Crohn's disease, cystic fibrosis, substantial disfigurement, kidney or renal diseases, lupus,
major depressive disorder, mastectomy, intellecrual disabiliry, paralysis, Parkinson's disease, pervasive
developmental disorders, rhenmaroid arthrins, schizophrenia, acquired brain injury, and alecholism. An
individual who has a record of any of these conditions or who is regarded as having or is lkely to develop
any of these conditions is also considered a person with a disabilivy. This definition does not include a
person whaose di;ﬂ.ﬂb‘i“r_l; 15 based rilﬂl.:]]' in '|:ir|.1!_l-| ar akeehal ﬂumnduncr.

Diruge: A contralled substance as defined m Section 102 of the federal Contrelled Substances Ace (21 ULS.C,
ﬁﬂﬂz} 0T 5:;;|'|er|.u|er|. nrug as defined in Title 17-A of the Mane Revixu‘d Srurutes.

Drug-related Criminal Activiey: The illegal manutacrere, sale, distribution, or wse of a Deog, or the
possession of a Doeg with intent 0 manufacture, sell, distnbute or use the Dinug,

Family: A person or combination of two or more persons sharing residency whose income and resourees
are available o meet the group's needs

Head of Household: The person who assumes legal and financial respomsibility for the Household and is
listed on the application as Hesd of Household.

Homeless Program Officer: A ManelHowsing Homeless Program Otficer wall be assigned oo each grantee
af the Program

Household: A Family and any Live-in Aide approved by MaineHousing,

Hl,‘lus‘l'ng Assistance Fn]l:l‘:‘u&nl:‘, The mnnth]:.' I\Ih!}iiﬂﬁ Assistance paymiEnt made b:, i"p[a'inrHulr.s.ing that
includes a payment to the Owner for rent under the Family's lease and a payvment o the Famuly if the cotal
assistance payment exceeds the rent o the Owner.

Housing Stability Plan: The Housing Stabiliry Flan domains address the following possible participant
needs; hm.l::ing,_ income, health, rmrmp::rrnriun,, edwcation and ||;_:!_-|:|| isgwes, While o Hul.Lr,in-g Sruhi'lir!; Man

will have all domains avatlable, 1t may not be necessary for a household to unhze all of them.

Live-in Adde: A person who resides in the Unit with an Eldedy Family or a Disabled Family and provides
NECESEATY SUPPOITIVE SeTvICes.

Mavigator: Conduct comprehensive assessments of clients, idenofy and pricntze housing needs, create
hosing stabilicy plans, assist with housing search and placement, and follow clients beyond shelrer to ensure

h::using $¢n|;ri|'il_-_|.'.

Oecupancy Specialise A MaincHousing Checopaney Specialist will be assigned o each pasticipant of the
Program.

Owner: Any person or entity wha owns a building in which o Participane leases or muay kease a Unit
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Pﬂ.l‘iicipﬂﬂ!! A |:r|.1!|'|i.|:r whe has heen adimitted ({58 anl is cu'rrL'J'l!]:. nssisned l.|.|'||:||.':rr the P‘rl.:-grjl'l'l.
Premises: The bulding or complex in which a Unit 15 locared, including common areas and grounds.

Recertification: The process of securing decumentation of total Family income used to determine the
porton of rent the Family will pay.

Subsidy Standareda: Seandards established o determine the approprate number of bedrooms and
amount of subsidy for Families of different sizes and composiions,

Unie: A residential housing space leased by a Family for its personal use,

Utilities: Warer, electriciey, gas, other heating, eefrigerarion or cooking fuels, wash collection and sewage
services, Telephone and cable service are not included as a unliy,

Vialent Criminal Activity: Any eriminal activity that has, as one of i elements, the use, arempred use, o
l;hrcntc_-:nq-d s of ph}'sica] r_u:'m(lr ag.'l'ln:sf 1'|'||::. Person ar ]1r|||'||:|1':; ref A |-T|'||::.r.
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MAINEHOUSING

Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Written Standards
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About this document

MalneHousing Is awarded Emergency Selutions Grant (EG) funds annually from the Departrment of Housing
and Urban Develepment (HUDR). HUD reguires that ESG recipients establish Written Standards describing how
these funds will be used, including how they are allocated 1o E5G sub-recipients. MaineHousing allocates E5G
and other funds through Emergency Shelter and Heusing Assistance Program {ESHAR) Grants to qualifying
agencies throughout the state of Maine to assist persons experiencing homelessness, Chapter 19 of the
MaineHousing Rules, the Maine Homeless Solutiens Rule, developed in conjunction with the Maine Continuum
of Care [MCOC) and the Maine Statewide Homeless Council [SHE), governs how MaineHeusing allocates E5G
funds and other available resources to qualifying ESHAP grantees. These Written Standards apply specifically
to the E5G funding that is part of ESHAP, Regulations that govern other ESHAP funding sources are covered in
ather documents.

MaineHousing strives ta ensure compliance with HUD and Maine Homeless Salutions Rule requirements while
also giving providers the autonomy they need to craft policies and procedures that work best for their shelters,
their programs, and the populations they serve, Several documents, reviewed annually, are available to help
guide ESHAP Grantees. These documents are mentioned frequently throughout the ESG Written Standards and
are incorporated by reference as part of this document. They contain important details that clarify or expand
upon the information provided here and ESHAP grantees are expected to be familiar with them.

1. Maine Homeless Solutions Rule

1. ESHAP Program Guide and Application

3. ESHAP Shelter Monitoring Tool

4, HMWIS Governance Document

5. HMIS Policies and Procedures Manual

. Maine Coordinated Entry Policies and Procedures

These ESG Written Standards and aforementioned documents are intended to provide guidance to ESHAP
grantees regarding the minimum expectations for compliance for ESG funding. As ESG sub-recipients, ESHAP
Grantees may set standards on their provision of assistance that exceed these minimum standards, but must
at the very least comply with HUD regulations and with the guidelines in this document. If an ESG sub-recipient
establiches their own standards in addition to the ones outlined here, thesae must be described in the sub-
recipient’s Policies and Procedures Manual to be reviewed by MaineHousing annually as part of the ESG
application and monitoring processes. Additional details about ESG program requirements can be found at
hudexchangeinfo/ eer and in the Code of Federal Regulations, CER-title-24-part5 /6. ESG Sub-recipients

should be sure to read, understand, and follow HUD guidance when developing their own written standards.
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Background

The Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing Act of 2009 (HEARTH Act] amended the
Mckinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act and revised the Emergency Shelter Grants Program, renaming it the
Emergency Solutions Grants (ESG) program. HUD administers E5G as a formula grant program, meaning each
Jurisdiction is allocated a specific calculated dellar amount, as oppesed to a competitive grant where
applications are scored and ranked to determine funding. Eligible ESG recipients are states, metropelitan cities,
urban counties and territories, which must apply through their jurisdiction’s Consolidated Planning process,
MaineHousing is the ESG Recipient for the State of Maine, and distributes ESG funding and other resources to
qualifying sub-recipients annually through Emergency Shelter and Housing Assistance Program |ESHAP) Grants,
The City af Pertland, Maine, also receives ESG funding directly from HUD as a separate Consolidated Plan
jurisdiction. These Written Standards apply only to ESG funds that are distributed though MaineHousing
ESHAP Grants, including ESHAP Grants to the City of Portland, but not to those ESG funds the City of Portland,
ar any other jurisdiction, receives directly from HUD,

ESG Eligible Activities

HUD allows ESG funding to be used for activities related to providing street outreach, emergency shelter,
homelessness prevention, rapid re-housing assistance, and HMIS, as well as administrative activities. However,
ESHAF intentionally focuses the use of ESG funds distributed by MaineHousing to specific Emergency Shelter
Operation and Rapid Re-Housing Stabilization Service activities, This is done to maximize the impact of these
limited funds and to avoid duplication of efforts. For example, Maine DHHS provides Outreach through their

Profects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness (PATH) program, and MaineHousing provides Rapid Re-

Housing Rental Assistance through the Stobiity Through Engagement Program (STEP) and funding for

significant shelter repairs through the Svpportive Housing Repoir Frogram .

MaineHausing distributes all ESG funds, except those used for allowable administrative costs, to eligible sub-
reciplents who are local government and/or private nonprofit erganizations n the state of Maine who serve
individuals and families experiencing homelessness. MaineHousing allocates E5G funds through the ESHAP
Application process, and works with the Maine Continuum of Care [MCOC) and the Maine Statewide Homeless
Council {(SHC) in determining how to apportion these funds annually, MaineHousing also provides match
funding for the E5G award with cash and/or noncash contributions in accordance with HUD ESG requirements.

Emergency Shelter Operations

Eligible Activities: As detailed in the ESHAF Program Guide and Application, qualifying Homeless Service
Provider Agencies may use this portion of funding for costs related to the general maintenance and operation
of an Emergency Shelter facility, such as rent, minor repairs, security, fuel, equipment, insurance, and utilities.
This portion may also be used for costs more directly related to the individuals and families being served, such
as food, furnishings, personal hygiene items, and other necessary supplies. This can also include the cost of a
hotel or motel voucher where or when no other appropriate emergency shelter option is available for a

qualifying family or individual.
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Eligible program participants: Any individual or family meeting the definition of *homeless” under 24 CFR
576.2 is potentially eligible to benefit, directly or indirectly, from the activities described above. However,
individual agencies and/or shelters may limit their services to particular sub-populations such as Youth,
Families, or Victims of Domestic Violence, and may refer individuals or families who do not meet such criteria
to other appropriate emergency shelter options. Any such limitations must be detailed by the agency in their
program specific Written Standards/Policies and Procedures Manual, and must comply with all applicable HUD

and Fair Housing regulations.

Rapid Re-Housing Stabilization Services

Eligible Activities: As detailed in the ESHAP Program Guide and Application, qualifying Homeless Service
Pravider Agencies may use this portion of funding for costs related to housing search and placement, housing
stability case management, landlord-tenant mediation, tenant legal services, and credit repair services, as
necessary to help homeless individuals or families living in shelters or in places not meant for human

habitation ta move as guickly as passible inta permanent housing and achieve stability.

Eligible program participants: Individuals and families who meet the criteria under paragraph (1) of the
“homeless* definition in 24 CFR 575.2 or who meet the criteria under paragraph (4} of the "homeless*
definition and live in an emergency shelter or other place described in paragraph (1) of the “homeless”
definition, and meet other eligibility criteria outlined in the ESHAP Program Guide and Application. In addition,
participants must be assessed with housing prioritization tools prior to receiving housing relocation and
stabilization services. Eligibility for housing relocation and stabilization services must be verified and

documented by the sub-recipient.

Standards for Providing Rapid-Housing Stabilization Services: While providing housing stabilization and
relocation services, the sub-recipient must meet with the participant not less tham once per month and
develop a plan for housing stability with the participant. The plan for housing stability must be updated every
90 days during the time that the participant is receiving services. Participants may not receive more than 24
months of housing relocation and stabilization services after placement in permanent housing. Sub-recipients
are exempt from service and stability plan reguirerments if the Violence Against Women Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C.
13701 et seq.] or the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act (4.2 U.S5.C. 10401 et seq.} prohibits that
recipient or sub-recipient from making its shelter or housing conditional on the participant™s acceptance of

SErvices.

ESG Sub-Recipient Policies & Procedures
As ESG Sub-recipients, all ESHAP grantees must establish and cansistently apply Written Standards in the form
of agencyf program specific Policies and Procedures for providing assistance covered by ESG funding. Agencies
miust ensure that their Policies and Procedures Manual is consistent with MaineHousing ESG Written
Standards, ESHAP Program Guide and Application, and HUD regulations regarding the use of these funds. In
addition to palicies and procedures contained in these Written Standards, ESHAP Program Guide and
Application, and the Maine Homeless Salutions Rule, sub-recipients are required to have the fallowing:
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«  Standard pelicies and procedures for evaluating individuals' and families' eligibility for assistance
under Emergency solutions Grant [ESG);

& Above policies must include process for documenting the homeless status of each individual
and family, as detailed in 24CFRE576.500(b). Sub-recipients must establish the crder of
priority for documenting homeless status as third-party documentation first, intake worker
abservations second, and certification from the person seeking assistance third;

#» Policies and procedures for admission, diversion, referral, and discharge by emergency shelters
assisted under ESG, including standards regarding length of stay, if any, and safeguards to meet the
safety and shelter needs of special populations, e.g., victims of domestic violence, dating viclence,
sewual assault, and stalking: and individuals and families who have the highest barriers to howsing and
are likely to be homeless the langest; Code of Federal Regulations / Title 24 - Housing and Urban
Development / Vol. 3 / 2018-04-01202

*  Policies and procedures for assessing, priontizing, and reassessing individuals” and farmilies' needs for
essential services related to emergency shelter;

*  Policies and procedures for coordination amaong emergency shelter providers, essential services
providers, homelessness prevention, and rapid re-housing assistance providers; other homeless
asslstance providers; and malnstream service and housing providers (see § 576.400(b) and (c) for a list
of programs with which ESG-funded activities must be coordinated and integrated to the maximum
extent practicable);

& All sub-reciplent pelicias rmust be nondiscriminatory and adhers to applicable falr housing laws.

ESHAP Funding Requirements

In addition to the Policies and Procedures requirements above, all ESG sub-recipients must meet the eligibility
requirernents outlined in the Maine Homeless Solutions Rule and the ESHAP Program Guide and Application
prior to receiving funding. All programs funded as Emergency Shelters must meet all Emergency Shelter
requiremnents in the Homeless Solutions Rule and the ESHAP Program Guide and Application.

Data Collection and Reporting Requirements

In erder to receive funding, ESHAP grantees must adhere to the data collection reguirements outlined in the
Maine Homeless Solutions Rule and the ESHAP Program Guide and Application. In addition, ESG sub-recipients
must be in compliance with the Maine HMIS Policies and Procedures Manual and HMIS Governance

Decument.

Each ESHAP grantee must provide program and client data to centralized data collection systems in the forms
and within the timeframes required and prescribed by MaineHousing, as HMIS Lead, and in accordance with

the HMIS Governance Document and Policies & Procedures Manuwal.

ESHAF grantee data and reports will not be considered subritted unless MaineHousing determines that the
data and report is sufficiently complete and all client data is wvalid. Incomplete or missing data or reparts may
impact ESHAP funding distribution.

Coordinated Entry Reguirements
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ESG sub-recipients must use the centralized or coordinabed assessment system [referred to as "Coordinated
Entry"} established by the Continuum of Care. Coordinated Entry is an approach to coordination and
management of a crisis response system’s resources to efficiently and effectively connect people to
interventions that will rapidly end their homelessness. Coordinated Entry processes are intended to help
communities prieritize people who are most in need of assistance. They also provide information to CoCs and
ather stakeholders about service needs and gaps to help communities strategically allocate their current
resources. ESG sub-racipients who are Victim service providers must also utilize a Coordinated Entry System,
but may choose to use a comparable, parallel system specific to DV providers if they do not wish to use the

Continuum of Care's general centralized or coordinated assessment system.

Monitoring and Assessment Expectations

MaineHousing will monitor all ESHAP grantee pregrams for compliance at least every two years, Grantees will
be notified at least 30 days prior to any monitoring visits or desk awdits.

Grantees will maintain records sufficient to meet monitoring and awditing requirements of MaineHousing and
HUD including without limitation, financial records, nightly bed rosters, policies and procedures, and client
files, Shelters will be required to provide suppaorting documentation for fiscal compliance monitoring in
reference to expenses incwrred during the program year as well as documentation demonstrating compliance
with state and federal requirements. Financial records must specifically show ESG Allocations and ESG
Expenses to demonstrate the funds are used only for eligible activities. MaineHousing may copy and examine
all of a grantee’s records for Monitoring purposes other than medical or other confidential dient information
protected by privacy laws.

In the case of a physical shelter pragram facility, MaineHousing will inspect for compliance with HUD's
minimum emergency shelter standards pursuant to and MaineHousing Asset Management inspection
standards to ensure facilities meet basic health, safety, and structural guidelines.

Conflict of Interest

ESG sub-recipients must provide a conflict af interest statement with their annual application. Conflicts of
interest include, but are not limited to, the fallowing examples:

[a) Organizational conflicts of interest: The provision of any type or amount of E5G assistance may not be
conditioned ¢n an individual's or family's acceptance or octupancy of emergency shelter or housing owned by
the recipient, the sub-recipient, or a parent or subsidiary of the sub-recipient. Mo sub-recipient may, with
respect to individuals or families eccupying housing owned by the sub-recipient, or any parent or subsidiary of
the sub-recipient, carry aut the initial evaluation required under § 576.401 or administer homelessness
prevention assistance under § 576.103. Recipients and sub-recipients must also maintain written standards of
conduct covering organizational conflicts of interest required wnder 2 CFR 200.318.b) Individual conflicts of
interest. For the procurement of goods and services, the recipient and its sub-recipients must comply with 2
CFR 200.317 and 200.318. For all other transactions and activities, the following restrictions apply: (1) Conflicts
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prohibited: Mo person described in paragraph (b)[2] of this section who exercizes or has exercised any
functions or responsibilities with respect to activities assisted under the E5G program, or who is in a position to
participate in a decision-making process or gain inside information with regard to activities assisted under the
program, may obtain a financial interest or benefit from an assisted activity; have a financial interest in any
contract, subcontract, or agreement with respect to an assisted activity; or have a financial interest in the
proceads derived from am assisted activity, either for him or herself or for those with whom he or she has

family or business ties, during his or her tenure or during the one-year period following his or her tenure.

(2} Persons covered. The conflict-of- intarest praovisions of paragraph [b) (1) of this section apply to any person
wha is an employee, agent, consultant, officer, or elected or appointed official of the recipient or its sub-
reciplents,

Code of Federal Regulations / Title 24 - Housing and Urban Developrent [ Val. 3 / 2018-04-01206

Additional ESG Funding Allocations

If HUD makes additional ESG funds avallable to MalneHaousing outside of HUD's annual Consalidated Plan
allocation process, MaingHousing will establish appropriate program guides, apglications, terms and
conditions detalling the eligibde activities and distribution procedures for such funds at that time and will share
this infarmation publically on our website,
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Introduction

The Continuum of Care (CoC) Leadership Team has developed the following Coordinated Entry Written
Standards for providing assistance using McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance funds. The CoC
Leadership team is comprised of representatives from Maine's two CoC's including the Maine CoC
(MCOC) and the Portland Continuum of Care (PCOC), the State of Maine Department of Health and
Human Services, MaineHousing, Col and Emergency Solutions Grant [ESG Jsub-reciplents, [Domestic
Violence (D)) agencies and other agencies that work with homeless individuals and families, as well as
fermerly homeless individual(s).

The Maine Continuums of Care [(Col's) are responsible for coordinating and implementing a
system Lo meet the needs of individeals and families experiencing homelessness within the state
of Maine. Both the ESG Rules and Regulations and the Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid
Transition to Howsing (HEARTH) CoC Program Interim Rules state that the ColC, in consultation with
recipients of Emergency Solutions Grants program funds within the geographic area

(1) Establish and consistently follow written standards for providing Continuum of Care
assistance;

(2} Establish performance targets appropriate for population and program type; and

[3) Manitor recipient and sub recipient performance.

These Written Standards are in accordance with the interim rule for the ESG Program released by the
L5, Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD} on December 4, 2011, the final rule for the
definition of homelessness also released by the HUD on December 4, 2011; and the CoC Program
Interim Rule released by HUD on July 31, 2012, There are some additional standards cutlined in this
document that have been established by the CoC's that will assist programs in meeting and
exceeding performance outcomes that will help the Col’s reach the goal of ending homelessness.

These written standards have been developed in cenjunction with Col and ESG sub-recipients and
with service providers to allow for input on the procedure of Coordinated Entry/Assessment system,
standards, performance measures and the process for full implementation of the standards
throughaut the Cal from the perspective of those organizations that are directly providing homeless
housing and services, Emergency Shelter (ES), Transitional Housing (TH), Permanent Supportive
Housing {PSH), Rapid Re-Housing (RRH) and Supportive Services Only (S50).

The Coordinated Entry Written Standards will:

®  Assist with the coordination of service delivery across the geographic area and will be
the foundation of the coordinated entry system;

Assist in assessing individuals and families consistently to determine program eligibility;
Assist in administering programs fairly and methodically;

Establish comman performance measurements for all CoC components; and

Provide the basis for the monitoring of all CoC and ESG funded projects.

The written standards have been established to ensure that persons experiencing homelessness who
enter programs throughout the Col will be given similar information and support to access and
maintain permanent housing. All programs that receive E5G or CoC funding are reguired to abide by
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these written standards. Agency program procedure should reflect the policy and procedures
described in this document. The CoC strongly encourages programs that do not receive either of
these sources of funds to accept and utilize these written standards.

The CoC Written 5tandards have been approved by both Col's. In 2016, ESG sub-recipients will be
required to have signed grant agreements stating that they agree to participate in the
Coordinated Entry System for the state of Maine. The Written Standards will be reviewed and
revised as needed at a minimum of once per year, Agreement to abide by the Written Standards will
be a cendition of being approved CoC or ESG funding.

This Document

These policies and procedures will govern the implementation, governance, and evaluation of the
Coordinated Entry System (CES) in the state of Maine. It is expected that the standards will adjust as
programs evalve, members gain meore experience, and HMIS data from programs and services is
analyzed. These Written Standards serve as the guiding principles for funding ESG and CoC programs.
These polickes may only be changed by the approval of the CoC Board based on recommendations from
the Coordinated Assessment Committee of the Col. These policies will be reviewed annually in
accerdance with the CoC Board Governance Charter (by-laws).

Purpose:

Maine's Coordinated Entry System [CES) process is designed to identify, engage, and assist homeless
individuals and families that will ensure thase who request or need assistance are connected to proper
hausing and services.

Overview of Coordinated Entry/ Assessment

Coordinated Entry/Assessment is considered one of the many interventions in a community’s united
effort to end and prevent homelessness. The process works best and provides the greatest value if it is
driven by “What does the client need” rather than by provider eligibility. Coordinated entry/assessment
refers to the process wsed to assess and assist In meeting the housing needs of people at-risk of
homelessness and people experiencing homelessness. Key elements of coordinated assessment include:

» A designated set of coordinated assessment locations and staff members;

# The use of standardized assessment tools to assess consumer needs;

+ Referrals, based on the results of the assessment tools, to homelessness assistance programs
[amd other related programs when appropriate];

« Capturing and managing data related to assessment and referrals in a Homeless Management
Infarmation System {HMIS); and

*  Prioritization of consumers with the most barriers to returning to housing for the most cost- and
service-intensive interventions,

The implementation of coordinated assessment is considered national best practice. When
implemented effectively, coordinated assessment can:
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» Redute the amount of research and the number of phone calls people experiencing
homelessness must make before finding crisis housing or services;

*  Reduce new entries into homelessness through coordinated system wide diversion and
prevention efforts;

»  Prevent people experiencing homelessness from entering and exiting multiple programs before
getting their needs met;
Reduce or erase entirely the need for individual provider wait lists for services;
Foster increased collaboration between homelessness assistance providers; and
Improve a community's ability to perform well on Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid
Transition te Housing (HEARTH) Act cutcomes and make progress on ending homelessness.

Responsibilities of the Continuum of Care

The CoC program incledes transitional housing, permanent supportive housing for disabled persons,
rapid re-housing, permanent housing, supportive services, and the Homeless Management Information
Systern. A CoC is a geographically based group of representatives that carries out the planning
responsibilities of the Col program, as set for the in 24 CFR part 578. These representatives come from
organizations that provide services to the homeless, or represent the interests of the homeless or
formerly homeless. The three major duties of a CoC are to (1) operate the Col; (2] designate a HMIS for
the Col: and [3) develop a plan for the CoC. The Coordinated Entry/Assessment System must
incorporate and defer to any funding requirements established under the CoC Program interim rule, ESG
Program interim rule, or a Notice of Funding Availability [NOFA) under which a project is awarded.

The Col Interim Rule defines several responsibilities of the Continuum of Care [(578.7 [a) [8]. One of
these responsibilities is to establish and operate either a centralized or coordinated assessment system,
in consultation with recipients of ESG program funds within the geographic area. This coordinated entry/
assessment system provides an initial, comprehensive assessment of the needs of individuals and
families for housing and  services.

The Continuum must develop a specific policy to guide the operation of the centralized or coordinated
assessment system on how its system will address the needs of individuals and families who are fleeing,
or attempling 1o flee, domestic violence, dating wviolence, sexual assault, or stalking, but who are
seeking shelter or services from non-victim  service providers. This system must comply with any
requirements established by HUD by Motice.

A coordinated entry/assessment system is defined to mean a coordinated process designed to
coordinate program participant intake, assessment, and provision of referrals. A coordinated
entry/assessment system covers the geographic area, is easily accessed by individuals and families
seeking housing o services, 5 well advertised, and Includes a comprehensive and standardized
assessment tool. This definition establishes basic minimum reguirements far the Continuum's
coordinated assessment system.

Anather responsibility of the CoC's, in consultation with recipients of ESG program funds within the
geagraphic area, is to establish and consistently follow written standards for praviding Continuum of
Care assistance. At a minimum, these written standards must include:

«  Palicies and procedures for evaluating individuals” and families’ eligibility for assistance under
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this part;

# Palicies and procedures for determining and prioritizing which eligible individuals  and
families will receive transitional housing assistance;

» Palicies and procedures for determining and prioritizing which eligible individuals  and
families will receive rapid re-housing assistance;

# Standards for determining what percentage or amount of rent each program
participant must pay while recelving rapld re-housing assistance;

* Palicies and procedures for determining and prioritizing which eligible individuals and
families will receive permanent supportive housing assistance;

CES systems are important in ensuring the success of homeless assistance  and homeless prevention
programs in communities, In particular, such assessment systems  help communities systematically
assess the needs of program participants and effectively mateh each individual or family with the
most appropriate resources available to address that individual or family's particular needs.

Geographic Area: o
.f/ i I B HL"-
hiaine is a state in the New England region e = \
the northeastern United States, bordered y i
by the Atlantic Ocean to the east and r Mz

south; New Hampshire to the west; and
the Canadian provinces of Quebec to the
northwest and New Brunswick 1o the
northeast. Maine is both the northermmost
and easternmost portion of New England.
The United States  Census  Bureau
estimates that the population of Maine
was 1,330,089 on July 1, 2014, a 0.13%
increase since the 2010 United States
Census and it and it covers an area of
35,385 square miles. This geographic area
includes urban, suburban, and rural areas.
The Maine Balance of State Continuum of
Care covers all 16 of Maine counties except
for the Gty of Portland, and extends from
the Arcostock County in the northern part
of the state all the way down to York
County. The City of Partland Continuum of
Care is the other continuum in Maine and it
conviers only the City itself,

Target Population

This process is intended to serve people
experiencing homelessness and those who
believe they are at imminent risk of
homelessness who reside in the state of Maine. Homelessness will be defined in accordance with the
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official HUD definition of hamelessness. People at imminent risk of homelessness are peoaple who
believe they will become homeless, according to the HUD definition within the next 72 hours, People
wha think they have a longer period of time before they will become homeless should be referred to
other prevention-oriented resources available in the community.

Goals of Coordinated Entry/Assessment

Most communities lack the resources needed to meet all of the needs of people experiencing
homelessness. This combined with the lack of well-developed coordinated entry processes has
resulted in severe hardships for people experiencing homelessness. They often face long waiting times
to receive assistance or are screened out of needed assistance,

The CES System is intended to increase and streamline access te housing and services for households
experiencing homelessness, match appropriate levels of housing and services based on their needs,
and prigritize persans with severe service needs for the most intensive interventicons, it helps
communities prioritize assistance based upon vulnerability and severity of service needs to ensure
that people who need assistance the maost can receive it in a fimely manner, The CES also provides
information abouwt service needs and gaps to help communities plan their assistance and identify
needed resources.

HUDs primary goals for coordinated entry processes are:

*  Assistance will be allocated as effectively as possible
* Assistance is easlly accessible mo matter where or how people present

The Col Leadership Team members identified the following commen goals for the Coordinated
entryfAssessment Systerm:

» The process will be easy on the client, and provide quick and seamless entry into
homelessness services

¢ ndividuals and families will be referred to the most appropriate resource(s) for their
individuwal situation

* The process will prevent duplication of services
* The process will reduce length of homelessness
*  The process will improve communication among agencies

Guiding Principles
The goal of the coordinated assessment process is to provide each consumer with adeguate services and
supports to meet their housing needs, with a focus on returning them to housing as quickly as possible.

Below are the guiding principles that will help Maine meet these goals.

» Adopt statewide standards: but allow flexibility for local customization beyond
baseline standard,
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» Consumer Cheice: Consumers will be given infarmation about the programs available to them
and have some degree of choice about which programs they want to participate in. They will
also be engaged as key and valued parthers in the implementation and evaluation af
coordinated assessment through forums, surveys, and other methods designed to obtain their
thoughts on the effectiveness of the coordinated assessment process.

+ Promote client-centered practices - Every homeless persons should be treated with dignity,
offered at least minimal assistance, and participate in their own housing plan, Provide
ongoing opportunities for consumers participation in the development, oversight, and
evaluation of coordinated assessment, Consumers should be offered choice whenever
possible,

+*  Prioritize most vulnerable as the primary factor amaong many considerations— Limited resources
should be directed first to persens and families who are most vulnerable®. Less vulnerable
persons and families will be assisted as resources allow. *Wulnerability will be defined locally.

+« Collaboration: Because coordinated assessment Is being iImplemented system wide, It reguires a
great deal of collaboration between the CoC's, providers, mainstream assistance agencies (e.g.,
Department of Health and Human Services, hospitals, and jails), funders, and other key partners,
This spirit of collabaration will be fostered through open communication, transparent work by a
strong governing council {the Coordinated Assessment Committee), consistently scheduled
meetings between partners, and consistent reparting on the perfermance of the coordinated
assessment/entry process.

«  Accurate Data: Data collection on pecple experiencing hemelessness Is a key companent of the
coordinated assessment process. Data from the assessment process that reveals what resources
consumers need the most will be used to assist with reallocation of funds and ether funding
decisions. To capture this data accurately, all assessment staff and providers must enter data
inta HMIS (with the exception of some special populations and other cases, outlined |ater in this
document) in a timely fashion. Consurmers” rights around data will always be made explicit to
them, and no consumer will be denied services for refusing to share their data.

+«  Performance-Driven Declslon Making: Declsions about and modifications to the CES process
will be driven primarily by the need to improve the performance of the homelessness assistance
system on key outcomes., These outcomes include reducing new entries into homelessness,
reducing lengths of episodes of homelessness, and reducing repeat entries into homelessness.
Changes may also be driven by a desire to improve process-oriented outcomes, including
reducing the amount of waiting time far an assessmaent.

# Housing First: The most successful model for houwsing people who esperience chronic
homelessness is permanent supportive housing using a “Housing First” approach, which is a
client-driven strategy the provides immediate access to housing without requiring participation
in psychiatric treatment, treatment for sobriety, or other service participation reguirements,
After settling into housing, consumers are affered a wide range of supportive services that focus
primarily on helping them maintain their housing. Maine's CES strongly encourages recipients of
PH/PSH and TH, whenever passible funding to implement a Housing First approach. Coordinated
assessment will suppart a housing first approach, and will thus work to connect households with
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the appropriate permanent housing opportunity, as well as any necessary supportive services,
as quickly as possible.

# Prioritizing the Hardest to House: Coordinated assessment referrals will prioritize those
households that appear to be the hardest to house or serve for program beds and services. This
approach will ensure an appropriate match between the most intensive services and the people
least likely to succeed with a less intensive intervention, while giving people with fewer housing
barriers more time to work out a housing solution on their own. This approach is most likely to
reduce the average length of episades of homelessness and result in better housing outcomes
for all.

+ Transparency : Make thoughtful decisions and communicate directives openly and clearly,

Operating the Coordinated Entry System

In the past three years, there have been efforts by the MCOC and PCOC towards coordinated
entry/assessment. This has set a path for establishing the system-wide coordinated entry/assessment
system. In 2012 and 2013, the Collaborative Applicants fer the MCOC and POOC submitted a planning
grant application which would allow beth CoC's to identify and work toward a state-wide Coordinated
Entry/Assessment System. Both CoC's received the FY2012 Planning Grant which was then implemented
in 2014 and identified initial steps. Because the Collaborative Applicants did not receive the FY2013
planning grant, a private foundation grant was applied for and was approved to continue the work in
F¥2015. Finally, both CoC's were awarded the FY2014 Planning Grants which are expected to be
implemented in 2016 to continue help the system become fully operational. When fully implemented,
the CES System will Include:

« Information about available services and programs for persons experiencing a housing or
homeless crisis

Unifarm intake, assessment and screening tools and processes

Real-time knowledge about program inventories and capacity
Coordinated referrals to receive prevention, housing or related services
Enrallment pricritization and waitlist management for housing programs.

Key Elements of Maine's CES:

Definitions:
A list of definitions of terms used in this document are described in Appendix A

Requirements:
Both af Maine's CoC's, the MCoC and PCoC have adopted HUD's Notice CPD 14-012 an the Pricritizing
Person’s Experiencing Chronic Homelessness and ather Vulnerable Homeless Persons in Permanent
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Supported Housing and Record Keeping Requirements for Documenting Chranic Hameless Status, which
are summarized in Appendices B, C, and D.

Pre-Screening

All potential consumers will be pre-screened and asked several questions to determine if they are
hamelass or at risk of imminent homelessness. If they are screened and it is determined that they meet
this criteria, they will be offered a more thorough assessment to identify their specific needs. Guiding
principles for this process include:

The pre-screening tool will ke the same regardless of access paint;

& |f the program that is triaging is also a service provider, the pre-screening tool can be combined
with a deeper azsessment;

= The pre-screen is meant to shelter or divert an individual or family experiencing or at risk of
homelessness;
The pre-screen may be different by service hub (ie. centralized, phone, no wrong door); and
The tool will ask about £ questions but the person asking can ask additional clarifying questions.

Screening, Assessment and Referral

Consumers will be directed community wide to the established "front doors”™ for Screening, Assessment
and referral. & Front Door is one of the agreed upon entry points into the CES, and is where formal
Sereening and/or Assessment for client’s entry into the housing programs funded by HUD"s ESG and CoC
programs for the Homeless Assistance System. Screening and assessment collects information to guide
hausing referrals based on program eligibility and services offered for Homeless Prevention Programs,
Rapid Re-Howsing, Transitional Housing and Permanent Suppartive Housing,

Prioritization standards

Maine's Col's have adopted the provisions and requirements set out in the HUD Motice CPD-14-012 for
the Prioritizing Person's Experiencing Chrenic Homeless and Other Vulnerable Homeless Persons in
Permanent Supportive Howsing (PSH)and Recordkeeping requirements for Documenting Chronic
Homeless Status as the baseline written standards for operations of Maine's CES. Maine's CoC Board
will adopt additional written standards for establishing eligibility and prioritization of cdients for
assistance. These standards will be specific and detailed, address any unigue eligibility requirements for
assistance (e_g. disability or subpopulation), reflect the homeless population and subpopulations within
the Col as reported on the Housing Inventory Chart, and reflect the housing and services within the
CoC, and reflect the national and targeting priorities. Prioritization Standards for PSH are describsed in
Appendices E, F and G and Appendix H is a table summary of the basic prierity order per HUD MNotice
CPD 14-102.

The matching process and eventual referral linkage process will take into account a set of pricritization
criteria for each project type. The order of client priority on the prioritization list will under no
circumstances be based on disability type or diagnosis. CoC's will establish priority for each project type
based on the severity of the needs, length of time homeless, or subpopulation characteristics, depending
on the specific CoC component type.
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Low Barrier Policy

CoC providers will make enrollment determinations on the basis of limiting barriers to enrcllment in
services and housing. Mo consumer may be turned away from crisis response services or homeless
designated housing due to lack of income, lack of employment, disability status, or substance use unless
the project’s primary funder requires the exclusion or a previously existing and documented neighborhood
covenant/good neighbor agreement has explicitly limited enrcliment to clients with a specific set of
attributes or characteristics. Funders restricting access to projects based on specific client attributes or
characteristics will need to provide documentation to the Col providing a justification for their
enroliment palicy.

No Wrong Door Approach

Because of the diversity and size of the state of Maine, access to the CES follows a “Mo Wrong Door”
approach. The principles of this approach are:

» A consumer can seek housing assistance through any of the participating homeless semvices
providers and will receive integrated services;

# Consumers should have egual access to information and advice about the housing assistance for
which they are eligible in order to assist them in making informed choices about awvailable
services that best meet their needs;

*  Participating providers have a responsibllity to respend to the range of consumer needs and
act as the primary contact for consumer who apply for assistance through their service unless
or until ancther provider assumes that role;

+ Participating providers will provide a proactive service that facilitates the consumer applying
for assistance or accessing services from another provider regardless of whether the original
provider delivers the specific housing services required by a presenting consumer; and

* Participating housing providers will work collaboratively to achieve responsive and  streamlined
access services and cooperate to use available resources to achieve the best possible housing
outcomes for consumer, particularly for those with high, complex or urgent needs.

CES Components:

Assessment Tool
The CoC's will develop a universal assessment tool for use in managing the client intake, assessment,
and referral process. The standard tool may be customized by each individual CoC project with
additional program-specific assessment questions and response categories necessary to address the
unique aspects and needs of individual programs. All assessment toals will utilize a scoring paradigm to
assist with documenting clients needs and prioritizing services

Assessment Process
CoC's will employ a progressive assessment approach. Progressive assessment stages the asking and
sequencing of assessment questions such that prospective program participants are asked only those
guestions directly related 1o service enrollment and pricritization decisions necessary Lo progress the
participant to the next stage of assessment or determine a referral to a service strategy
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Data Sharing
All CoC's will follow the Data Sharing policies developed by the HMIS Advisory Task Force in conjunction
with MalneHousing.

Emergency services

Defined access points must provide directly or make arrangements through other means to ensure
universal access to crisis response services for clients seeking emergency assistance at all hours of the
day and all days of the year., TheCoC's must document their planned after-hours emergency services
approach, After haurs crisis response access may include telephome crisis hotline access, coordination
with policy, emergency medical care.

Fair and Equal Access
All Col's will ensure fair and equal access to the CES programs and services for all clients regardless of
actual or perceived race, color, religion, national arigin, age, gender identity pregnancy, citizenship,
familial status, household compesition, disability, Veteran status, or sexual crientation. If an individual's
self-identified gender or household compesition creates challenging dynamics amoeng residents within a
facility, the host program should make every effort to accommedate the individual or assist in locating
alternative accommodation that is appropriate and responsive to the individuak needs,

Full coverage
The full geegraphy of the CoC must be covered by CES services including access to crisis response
services, assessment of clients, and referral options.

Joining the CES

All programs that receive CoC or E3G funding are required by their funders to participate in the CES.
Other programs  are encouraged and welcome to join the CES. Those programs that are mot required by
their funder to participate in the CES will sign a Memorandum of Understanding agreeing to participate
inthe system for a minimum of six manths.

Mainstream services
The Col’'s must implement a screening protocol to assess each client's potential eligibility for the
following mainstream resources or services:

#  Housing

¢ Medical benefits

+  Mutrition assistance

* |ncome supparts

Maonitoring and Reporting of CES
All CoC's must adhere to a state-defined monitoring and reporting plan for CES. The State-defined
maonitoring process will report an performance objectives related to CES utilization, efficiency and
effectiveness,

Privacy protections

CES operations and staff must abide by all State of Maine-defined privacy protections as defined by the
HMIS Advisory Committee. Consumer consent protocols, data use agreements, data disclosure
palicias, and any other privacy protections offered to program participants as a result of each
consumer's participation in HMIS will be the same as CES.
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Resource List
A list of all available CoC resources will be maintained, including each projects eligibility criteria and
prioritization protocols. The list of resources must be updated annually and be publicly avallable,

Referral criteria

Bath CoC's must define referral criteria for all prajects within the Col's geographic area. Referral criteria
must identify all the eligibility and exclusionary criteria used by program staff to make enrollment
determinations for referred persons or households. Established guidelines must describe acceptable
time frames for reviewing and communicating referral decisions {i.e. whether the potential program
participant is either accepted or denied enrollment). If 2 potential client iz not offered enroliment, the
reason for rejection must be clearly communicated and documented In HMIS. The referral criteria must
be published at least annually and support the identification of and connection to appropriate housing
and services for all assessed clients.

Referral Rejection Policy

Both CoC providers and program participants may deny or reject referrals, although service denials
should be infrequent and must be documented in HMIS or other comparable system with specific
Justification as prescribed by the Col. The specific allowable criteria for denying a referral must be
established by the CaC, must be shared with each project and consumer, and be reviewed and updated
annually. All participating projects and client must provide the reason for service denial, and may be
subject ta a limit on number of service denials Apggregate counts of service denials, categorized by
reason for denial, must be reported by the CoC annually.

At a minimum, project’s referral rejection/denial reasons must include the following:
» Consumer fhousehald refused further participation {or client moved out of CoC area)

Consumer/household does not meet required criteria for program eligibility
Consumer t/household unresponsive to multiple communication attempts
Consumer resolved crisis without assistance
Consumer fhousehold safety concerns. The client's/household’s health or well-being or the
safety of current program participants would be negatively impacted due to staffing,
location, or other programmatic issues.
»« Consumer fhousehald needs cannot be addressed by the program. The program does not

offer the services and/or housing supparts necessary to successfully serve the househald,
«  Program at bed/unit/service capacity at time of referral
# Property management denial {include specific reason cited by property manager)
« Conflict of interest.

Safety planning

The Coc's must provide necessary safety and security protections for persons fleeing or attempting to
flee family vialence, stalking, dating viclence, or other domestic violence situations. These poelicles will be
developed im conjunction with agencies that serve people experiencing these situations.

Standardized occess and assessment
All defined access point providers must administer the Maine CES Assessment Process as defined by
the CoC Leadership Group and/or Joint Maine ColC Board of Directors. The assessment process must be
standardized across each participating CoC, with wniform decision-making across all assessment

14 |Fage

Annual Action Plan 125
2023

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)



locations and staff. If access points or assessment processes are conducted or managed by providers
wha do not receive HUD, MaineHousing, or local county funds, those providers must still abide by
assessment standards and protocols defimed by the CoC. CES will operate using a client-centered
approach, allowing clients to freely refuse to answer assessment guestions and/or refuse referrals

Stakeholder Inclusion
Col's will support the implementation, expansion, and ongoing cperation and evaluation of
Coordinated Entry Systems by regularly convening stakeholder input and feedback oppartunities, CoC
must develep a plan to collect stakeholder feedback at least annually and will engage participants from
all CoC component types, referral sources, residemts and participants of homeless services and
programs, funders of homeless response systems, and mainstream system praviders,

System Advertisement and Outreach

Outreach

Local CES Systems are required to contact private and public agencles including those in the Col, 211,
WA, social service agencies and state andfor local government agencies to educate and provide
information on available programs, Ouwtreach activities are required to be done a minimum of once per
year. These activities can be done in conjunction with the Point in Time Count or at another time as
determined by the Coll, The CES is required to coordinate with existing street outreach programs
as well as private  and public agencies, social service organizations, ete. for referrals, so that people
sleeping on the streets are prioritized for assistance in the same manner as any other person assessed
through the Coordinated Assessment System.

Maine's Col’s are encouraged to provide resourcesf/infarmation about the CES to 24 howr
establishments as well restaurants, hospitals, hot meal programs, churches, schools, check cashing
locations and other places known to be frequented by the target population. In addition, each CoC is
encouraged to explore various outreach activities such as hosting a booth at lecal community events,
resource fairs, festivals and county fairs to provide information and resources.

Advertisement

Advertiserment I3 to Include 2 minlmurm of flyers posted at those places stated above (as allowed), Other
forms of advertisernent can include newspaper ads, radio, websites, etc. to generate referrals and
applications. Advertising is to focus on pecple experiencing literal homelessness and clearly state
eligibility requirements in an effart to reach the target  population as opposed to those who do not meet
the criteria. Information about the Coordinated Assessment System will also be available on the Maine
Homeless Planning website (www.mainehomelessplanning. org).

System Evaluation
The CES process will be evaluated on a regular basis to ensure that it is operating at maximum efficiency.
Evaluation will be carried out primarily through the Coordinated Assessment Committes and any
consultants or third parties they engage to help them. Evaluation mechanisms will include the following:

+ A monthly review of metrics from the coordinated assessment process. The data to be
reviewed, and the threshelds that should be met, will be developed,
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« An annual forum with people experiencing homelessness that have been through the
coordinated assessment process.

+« A report issued on the homeless assistance system to the community annually with a section
devoted to coordinated assessment and homelessness assistance system outcomes. This
report will include trends from the month-to-manth analysis of coordinated assessment data, as
well as the total number of assessments and referrals made, successes to be shared, and a note
from the Coordinated Assessment Committee on the process’s progress. Major findings from
this report should be presented at the CoC Board and full meetings the month it is released by a
member of the Coordinated Assessment Committee,

Training

The CES will be responsible for training the remaining service praviders in their region. Each region will
have flexibility for how this training is conducted. The training can be either in-person or via webinar.
Ideally this training will take place prior to the roll-out of the CES but at a minimum should ocour within
two months of the Coordinated Assessment start date.
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Appendices

Appendix A: Definitions

At-risk of Homelessness = An individual or family who has income below 30% of area median family
income for the area, as defined by HUD, and who does not have sufficient resources or support
networks immediately available to prevent them from moving into an emergency shelter or other place
described in the “homeless” definition {See Exhibit & and Exhibit B), and meets one if the following
definitions defined under 24 CFR 5783 (CoC program) or 24 CFR 576.2 (ESG program). This may alse
include a child or youth wha qualifies as homeless under other Federal programs,

HMIS/HMIS = Community  Management Infarmation  System  (formerly the Homeless
Management Infermation System)] means the information system designated by the Continuurm
of Care to comply with the HMIS requirements prescribed by HUD.

HMIS/HMIS Lead Agency — The entity designated by the Continuum of Care to operate the
HAAISHMIS an its behalf.

Chronically Homeless - A person is chronically homeless if they have been homeless for at least
one year continuously or has experienced four episodes over the last three years. For this
definition, the persons must have been homeless in a place not meant for human habitation, in
an emergency shelter, or in a safe haven. In addition, persons must be diagnosed with one or
mare of the following conditions: Substance abuse disorder, serious mental illness,
developmental disability, post-traumatic stress disorder, cognitive impairments resulting from
brain injury, or chronic physical illness or disability.

CoC/Continuum af Care — A group composed of representatives of relevant organizations, which
generally includes nenprofit homeless providers; victim  service providers; faith-based
organizations; governments; businesses; advocates; public housing agencies; school districts;
social services providers; mental health agencies; hospitals; universities; affordable housing
developers; law enforcement; orgamizations that serve homeless and formerly homeless
veterans, and homeless or fermerly homeless persons that are organized to plan fer and provide
a system of outreach, engagement, and assessment; emergency shelter; rapid re-housing;
transitional housing; permanent housing; and prevention strategies to address the various needs
of homeless persons and persons at risk of homelessness for a specific geographic area.

ESG = Emergency Solutions Grant Prograrm (24 CFR part 576)

Developmental Disability — Defined in Section 102 of the Developrmerntal Disability Assistance
and Bill of Rights Act of 2000, and means a severe, chronic disability that is attributable to a
mental ar physical impairment or combination, and is manifested before age 22, and s likely to
continue indefinitely. |t must result in substantial limitations in 3 or more major life activities
[self-care, receptive and expressive language, learning, mobility, self-direction, capacity for
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independent living, or economic self-sufficiency] AND reflects need for special services or
individualized support, or other farm of assistance this is lifelong or extended duration.

Disabling Condition — A physical, mental, or emotional impairment, including an impalrment
caused by alcohol or drug abuse, post-traumatic stress disorder, or brain injury, which is
expected to be of long-continued and indefinite duration, substantially impedes the person’s
ability to live independently, and is of such a nature that such ability could be improved with
mare suitable housing conditions; a developmental disability as defined in Section 102 of the
Developmental Disabilities Assistance Bill of Rights Act of 200; or Acguired immunodeficiency
Syndrome [AIDS) or any conditions arising from the etiologic agent for Acguired
Immunadeficiency Syndrome, including infection with the Human Immunodeficiency ViFus (HIV].

Emergency Shelter — Any facility, the primary purpese of which s to provide a temparary shelter
for the homeless in general or for specific populations of the homeless and which does not
reguire occupants to sign leases or occupancy agreements.

Fair Market Rent = Means the rents published in the Federal Register annually by HUD

Families = Family includes, but is not limited to, regardless of marital status, actual or perceived
sexual orientation, or gender identity, the followings: (1) A single person, who may be an elderly
person, displaced person, disabled person, near-elderly person, or any other single person; or (2]
A group of persons residing together, and such group includes, but is not limited to {a) A family
with our withaut children (a child wha is temporarily away from the home because of placement
im foster care is considered a member of the family); (b] An elderly family; [c}) A near-elderly
family; (d) A disabled family; (e} A displaced family; and (f] The remaining member of a tenant
family.

Homeless = There are 4 categories within the definition of homelessness, as defined under the
Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing Act of 2009 (HEARTH Act ); the
mast commen definition being an individual or family who lacks a fixed, regular, and adegquate
nighttime residence under Category 1. 5ee Exhibit A

Homeless Prevention = A program targeted to individuals and families at risk of homelessness.
Specifically, this Includes those that meet the criterla under the “at risk of homelessness”
definition at 576.2, az well as those who meet the criteria in Category 2, 3, and 4 of the
"homeless definition and have an annual income below 30% of family median income for the
area,

Housing First — An approach to guickly and successfully connect individuals and families
experiencing homelessness to permanent housing without preconditions and barriers to entry,
such as sobriety, treatment or service participation requirements. Supportive services are offered
to maximize housing stability and prevent returns to homelessness as opposed to addressing
predetermined treatment goals prior to permanent housing entry.

Permanent Housing = Community-based housing without a designated length of stay, and
imcludes both Permanent Supportive Housing and Rapld Re-housing,
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Permanent Supportive Housing — Permanent housing in which supportive services are provided
to assist homeless persons with a disability to live independently.

Physical, Mental or Emotional Impalirment — Expected to be long-continuing or of indefinite
duration; substantially impedes the person’s ability to live independently, and could be improved
by mare suitable housing.

Rapid Re-housing = Housing relocation and stabilization services and shart- or medium-term
rental assistance as necessary to help a hemeless individual or family meve as quickly as possible
into permanent housing and achieve stability in that housing. Assistance may be provided for up
to 24 manths during any 3-year period, and may include rental arrear far up to six months, to
eligible persons wha gualify as homeless under Category 1 and 4 of the "homeless* definition.

Recipient = An applicant that signs a grant agreement with HUD.

Rent Reasonableness — A process conducted by the recipient or sub-recipient to determine if the
rent charge for the unit receiving rental assistance is reasonable in relation to rents being
charged for comparable unassisted units, taking Into account the location, size, type, gualify,
amenities, facilities, and management and maintenance of each unit. Reasonable rent must not
exceed rents currently being charge by for comparable unassisted units,

Safe Howen — For the purpose of defining chronically homeless, supportive housing that means
the following: (1) serves hard to reach homeless persons with severe mental illness who came
from the streets and have been unwilling or unable to participate in supportive services; (2)
pravides 24-hour residence for eligible persons for an unspecified period; (3) has an overnight
capacity limited to 25 or fewer persons: and (4) provides low-demand services and referrals for
the residents.

Street Outreach = The act of reaching out to unsheltered homeless people; connecting them with
emergency shelter, housing or critical services; and provide urgent, nen-facility-based care to
unsheltered homeless people who are unwilling or unable to access emergency shelter, housing,
or an appropriate health facility.

Sub-reciplent — A private nonprefit crganization, State, local government, or Instrumentality of
State or local government that receives a sub-grant from the recipient to carry out a project.

Transitional Mousing — Facilitates the movement of homeless individuals and families to
permanent housing within 24 months

Unsheltered Homeless = Individuals and families who gualify as homeless under Category 1(i) of
the “homeless™ definition, See Exhibit &

Victim Service Provider — & private nonprofit organization whose primary mission is to provide
services to victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking. This term
imcludes rape crisis centers, battered women's shelters, domestic violence transitional housing
pragrams, and cther programs.
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Appendix B: PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL PROGRAMS

& Programs must coordinate with other homeless services within the CoC.

*  Programs must coordinate with mainstream rescurces in the Col including housing, soclal
services, employment, education and youth programs for which participants may be eligible.

*®  Programs must have written policies and precedures and must consistently apply them to all
participants.

* Programs that serve households with children:

o A staff person must be designated as the educational liaison that will ensure that
children are enrolled in school, connected to appropriate services in the community,
including early childhood program such as Head Start, Part C of the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act, and the McKinney Vento education services,

o The age and gender of a child under age 18 must not be used as a basis for denying
any family’s admission to a project that provides shelter for families with children

* Programs receiving E5G and CoC funding must participate in HMIS (Homeless Management
Infarmation Systermn), unless otherwise stated by federal regulations. However all
homeless programs are strongly encouraged to participate in HMIS.

® Programs must meet minimum HMIS data quality standards.

® Programs providing Domestic Violence or Legal Services may opt out of HMIS participation
but must utilize a comparable database to collect HUD required data elements,

& Programs must participate in Coordinated Entry System and uwse the prioritization criteria
established in this documents.

& Programs must conduct an initial evaluation to determine the amount and type of
assistance needed to regain stability in permanent housing.

& Program rules and regulations should be designed in the spirit of inclusion rather than as
grounds for denial or termination. Programs should exercise judgment and examine all
extenuating circumstances in determining when violations are serious enough to warrant
termination so that a program participant's assistance is terminated only in the most severe
cases,

* Programs must have a formal procedure for terminating assistance to a participant that
recognizes the rights of the participant(s) involved.

o Programs must use judgment and examine all extenuating circumstances n
determining that a violation should result in termination

o Every effort should be made te allew the participant to remain in the program;
termination should only be exercised in the most severe cases.

o Terminatien daes not necessarily preclude assistance at a future date

& Programs must make known that use of the facilities and services are available to all on a
nandiscriminatory basis.

& Programs may not engage in inherently religioss activities such as worship, religious instruction
or proselytization as part of the programs or services funded under the Col or ESG. These
activities can be conducted but must be separate and voluntary for program participants.
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Appendix C: RECORD KEEPING REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL PROGRAMS

Participant Recordkeeping Reguirements include:

All records containing personally identifying information must be kept secure and
confidential

Programs must have written confidentiality/privacy notice a copy of which should be
made available to participants if requested

Documentation of homelessness (following HUDs guidelines)

& record of services and assistance provided to each participant

Daocumentation of any applicable requirements for providing services/assistance
Documentation of use of coordinated assessment system

Dacumentation of use of HMIS

Records must be retained for the appropriate amount of time as prescribed by HUD

Fimancial Recordkeeping Requirements include:

- & 8 & & B

Documentation for all costs charged to the grant

Documentation that funds were spent on allowable costs

Documentation of the receipt and use of program income

Documentation of compliance with expenditure limits and deadlines

Retain copies of all proecurement contracts as applicable

Documentation of amount, sowrce and wse of resources for each match contribution
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Appendix D: OCCUPANCY STANDARDS FOR ALL PROGRAMS

All housing units, Including scattered site pregrams cwned and managed by private landlords,
must meet applicable state or local government health and safety codes and have

current certificate of cocupancy for the current use and meet or exceed the following minimum
standards: (For more detail refer to ESG regulations 576.403 (b} Minimum Standards):

= Buildings must be structurally sound to protect from the elements and not pose any
threat to health and safety of the residents.

®  Must be accessible in accordance with Section 5304 of the Rehabilitation Act, the Fair
Housing Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act where applicable.

#  Must provide an acceptable place to sleep and adequate space and security for
themselwes and their belongings.

#»  Each room must have a natural or mechanical means of ventilation.

»  Must provide access 1o sanitary facilities that are In operating condition, private and
clean.

Water supply must be free of contamination.

Heating/cocling equipment must be in werking condition.

Must have adequate matural or artificial illumination and adeguate electrical resources
to permit safe use of electrical appliances.

«  Food preparation areas must have suitable space and equipment to store, prepare
and serve food in safe and sanitary manner.

# Building must be maintained in a sanitary condition.

* Nust be at least one smoke detector in each occupied unit of the program; and where
possible near sleeping areas, The fire alarm system must be designed for hearing-
impaired participants. There must be a second means of exiting the building in case of
fire or ather emergency.

The Program, Record Keeping and Occupancy Standards as represented above apply to all
programs regardless of the type of services/housing that they provide.
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Appendix E: Order of Priority in CoC Program-funded Permanent
Supportive Housing

Reclplents of Col Program-funded PSH are required to follow the order of pricrity when selecting
participants for housing in accordance with the CoC's written standards while also considering the
goals and any identified target populations served by the project, and in a manner consistent with
their current grant agreement.

Due diligence should be exercised when conducting outreach and assessment to ensure that persons
are served in the order of priority as adopted by the MCOC and PCOC. HUD and the CoC's recognize
that some persons—particularly those living on the streets or in places not meant for human
habitation— might reguire significant engagement and contacts prier to thelr entering hawsing and
recipients are not required to keep units vacant where there are persons who meet a higher priority
within the CaC and who have not yet accepted the PSH opportunities offered to them. Strest
outreach providers should continue to make attempts with those persons using 2 Housing First
approach to place as few conditions on a person’s housing as passible,

Appendix F: Order of Priority in CoC Program-funded Permanent
Supportive Housing Beds Dedicated to Persons Experiencing Chronic
Homelessness and Permanent Supportive Housing Prioritized for
Occupancy by Persons Experiencing Chronic Homelessness

15t Priority:

Chronically Homeless Individuals and Families with the Longest History of Homelessness and with the
Mast Severe Service Meeds.

A chronically homeless individual or head of household as defined in 24 CFR 5783 for whom bath of
the following are true:

1. The chronically homeless individual or head of household of a family has been homeless and
living in a place not meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or in an emergency shelter for
at least 12 months either continuously or on at least four separate occasions In the last 3
years, where the cumulative total length of the four occasions equals at keast 12 months; and

2. The Col Program has identified the chronically hemeless individual or head of househaold
as having severe service needs.

2" Priority:

Chranically Homeless Individuals and Familles with the Longest History of Homelessness.
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A chronically homeless individual or head of household, as defined in 24 CFR 573.3, for whom both
of the fellowing are true:

1. The chronically homeless individual or head of household of a family has been homeless and
living in a place not meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or in an emergency shelter for
at least 12 months either continuously or on at least four separate occasions in the last 3
years, where the cumulative total length of the four occasions equals at least 12 months; and

2. The CoC or CoC program recipient has not identified the chrenically homeless individual or the
head of household, who meets all of the criteria in paragraph (1) of the definition for
chronically homeless, of the family as having severe service needs,

3 Priority:
Chronically Homeless Individuals and Families with the Most Severe Service Needs.

A chronically homeless individual or head of household as defined in 24 CFR 578.3 for whorm bath
of the following are true:

1. The chrenically homeless individual or head of household of a family has been homeless and
living or residing in a place not meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or in an
emergency shelter on at least four separate occasions in the last 3 years, where the total
length of these separate occasions equals less than one year; and

2. The CoC or Col program recipient has identified the chronically homeless individual or the
head of househeld, who meets all of the criteria in paragraph (1) of the definition for
chronically homeless, of the family as having severe service needs.

4“' Priority:

All Other Chronically Homeless Individuals and Families.

A chronically homeless individual or head of household as defined in 24 CFR 578.3 for whom both
of the fellowing are true:

1. The chronically homeless individual or head of household of a family has been homeless and
living in a place not meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or in an emergency shelter for
at least 12 months either continuously or on at least four separate occasions in the last 3
years, where the cumulative total length the four occasions is less than 12 months; and

2. The CoC or CoC program reciplent has not identified the chronically homeless individual or
the head of household, who meets all of the criteria in paragraph (1) of the definition for
chronically hameless, of the family as having severe service needs.

Where a CoC or a recipient of CoC Programi-funded PSH beds that are dedicated or prioritized is not
able to identify chronically homeless individuals and families as defined in 24 CFR 578.3 within the
CoC, the order of priority in the next section may be followed.
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Appendix G: Order of Priority in Permanent Supportive Housing Beds
Mot Dedicated or Prioritized for Persons Experiencing Chronic
Homelessness

CoC Program-funded non-dedicated ond non-prioritized P5H should offer housing to chronically
homeless individuals and families first, but minimally are required to place otherwise eligible
househalds in an order that prieritizes, in a nondiscriminatory manner, those who would benefit the
mast from this type of housing, beginning with those maost at risk of becoming chronically homeless,

1"""‘t Priority:

Homeless Individuals and Families with a Disability with the Most Severe Service Needs.

Anindividual or family that is eligible for CoC Program-funded PSH whao has been living or residing in
a place not meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or in an emergency shelter for any pericd of
time, including persons exiting an institution where they have resided for 90 days or less but were
livimg or residing in & place not meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or in an emergency
shelter immediately prior to entering the institution and has been identified as having the most
SEVErE service needs,

2™ priority:
Homeless Individuals and Families with a Disability with a Long Period of Continuous or Episodic
Homelessness.

Anindividual or family that is eligible for CoC Program-funded PSH who has been living or residing in
a place not meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or in an emergency shelter continuously for
at least & months or en at least three separate accasions in the last 3 years where the cumulative
total is at least & months. This includes persons exiting an institution where they have resided for 90
days or less but were living or residing in a place not meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or in
an emergency shelter immediately prior to entering the institution and had been living or residing in
one of those locatiens for at least & months or on at least three separate occasions in the last 3
years where the cumulative total is at least & months.

3"‘ Priority:

Homeless Individuals and Families with Disability Coming from Places Mot Meant for Human
Habitation, Safe Havens, or Emergency Shelters.

Anindividual or family that is eligible for CoC Program-funded PSH who has been living in a place not
meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or an emergency shelter. This includes persons exiting an
institution where they have resided for 90 days or less but were living or residing in 2 place not
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meant for human habitation, a safe haven, ar in an emergency shelter immediately prior to entering
the institwtion.

4“' Priority:
Homeless Individuals and Families with a Disability Coming from Transitional Housing.

An individual or family that Is eligible for CoC Program-funded PSH who Is coming from transitional
haousing, where prior to residing in the transitional housing lived on streets or in an emergency shelter, or
safe haven, This pricrity also includes homeless individuals and homeless households with children with
a gualifying disability who were fleeing or attempting to flee domestic violence, dating violence, sexual
assault, or stalking and are living in transitional housing — all are eligible for P5H even if they did not live

on the streets, emergency shelters, or in a safe hawven.
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Appendix H: Coordinated Assessment Priority Status Guidelines for CoC Housing Resources
Basic priority order per HUD Notice CPD-14-012
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Appendix I: 2015 Ending Homelessness Prioritization Chart

Priority Homeless Category Parameters N Resources Process
1) 1 year of HMIS data,
application; 2) CAA will centralize
Greater or equal 300 Dedicated SPC vouchers. vouchers and award these to
Leng Term Stayers . S N .
(LTS} Indrviduals e 180 da'.js ina 162 For Vets: HUD!V_ASH with initial shelllers,fpﬂmders durt‘.-tll'r'; 3J“CM
365 period SEVF assistance. will follow up to verify disability
9% and criteria for chronic
homelessness.
Greater or equal STEP or Section & from Homa to
Long Term Stayers to 180 days In a 0 Home to Stay Stay; shelvers use Home to Stay
(LTS} Families 365 period resources to solve for this
population
Dedicated transitional
B3 Domaestic Vielence Greater than 30 &75 supgortive housing, permanent | Transitional DV Resources, CHOM,
Families & Individuals days supportive housing, Section 8, ETLC,
BRAP, S4C
Unaccompanied Youth - )
p3 unable to be reunited Greater than 30 50 Transitional suppartive housing Transitional youth ser?'«
with their families dayt partners/BRAP LA
15% a housi
armanent housing, permanent
Less than Long Term Greater than 60 supportive housing, transitional
days but less N . Shelter case management, market
P3 Stayers (LTS) Individuals than 180 days in a 290 supportive housing, Section &, apartments with autreach supgort
& Families ) BRAP, 5+C. For Vets: S5VF, or
365 day period where appropriate HUDWASH
P4 Institutions IS e 100 BRAP BRAP-LAAS
days
Circumstantially Exizting mainstream resources -
Homeless, Less than 30 days general assistance, rapld re-
0% PS Unaccompanied Youth & not flagged on 6138 General Assistance, STEP howsing, STEP F‘:"r Youth:
(working toward VI-SPDAT Traditional -plcuuth s-er\liue pW!m
reunification/stability )
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MAINE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BELOCK GRANT (CDEG) PROGRAM 2023
PROGRAM STATEMENT

SUMMARY

This Pragram Statement describes the method by which 2023 Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) program funds will be distributed. The CDBG program is
administered pursuant o 5 MR.5.A 13073, DECD held a virual combined public
forumfhearing regarding the development of this Program Statement on December 16,
2022, 2:00-4:00 PM and June 14, 2022 3:00-4:00 PM.

SECTION 1. PROGRAM OVERVIEW

A. CDBG OBJECTIVES

All CDBG funded activities must meet one of three Mational Objectives of the program.
These objectives are;

« Benefil to low and moderate income persons;
« Prevention and/or elimination of slum and blight conditions; and
«  Meeting community development needs having a particular urgency.

The Maine CDBEG Program serves as a catalyst for local governments to implement
programs which meet one of the three National Objectives, and:

« Are part of a long-range community strategy; or State of Maine Strategic
Economic Development Plan

« |mprove deteriorated residential and business diswicts and local economic
conditions;

« Provide the conditions and incentives for further public and private investments,
« Foster partnerships between groups of municipalities, state and federal entities,
multi-jurisdictional organizations, and the private sector to address common

community and economic development prablems; and

« Minimize development sprawl consistent with the State of Maine Growth
Management Act and support the revitalization of downtown areas.
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B. METHOD OF DISTRIEUTION:

DECD, through the Office of Community Development (OCD), offers programs to assist
municipalities to achieve their community and economic development objectives. The
2023 Program Statement provides a description of the selection criteria that OCD will use
1o allocate CDBG funds among communities. Programs are grouped under the three
categories listed helow.

1. Community Development
. Home Repair Network
. Housing Assistance Grants
. Public Infrastructure Grants
. Downtown Rewvitalization Grants
. Public Service Grants
Small Business Development Centers
. Maine Development Foundation/Downtown Center Assistance
. Urgent Need Grants
I. Special Projects
J. Community Enterprise
K. Rural Housing Preservation Program
2. Economic Development
a. Grants to Municipaliies for Direct Business Support
b. Micro-Enterprise Grants

TJTo oD Oanomw

3. Technical Assistance
C. STATE ADMINISTRATION:

1. General Administration Allocation: Pursuant to Section 106{d) (3) (A) of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended (the Act), the DECD will utilize
$100,000 plus 2% of its allocation from the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) to administer Maine's CDBG Program in accordance with Federal
and State requirements.

2. Technical Assistance Administration Allocation: Pursuant to Section 106(d) (5) of
the Act, DECD will utiize up to 1% of its allotment from HUD to provide technical
assistance in accordance with Federal and State requirements.

2. Exclusion of Entitlement Communities and Counties: The entilement communities
of Auburn, Bangor, Biddeford, Lewiston, Portland and all of Cumberland County with the
exception of Brunswick and Frye Island, are not eligible to receive State CDBG program
funds.,

4. Grant Administration Requirement:

Grantees must employ, or contract with, a qualiied CDBG Grant Administrator approved
by the Office of Community Development. All planning activities are exempt from this
requirement,
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D. PROGRAM TIMEFRAME

Application deadlines — All Letters of Intent must be received via e-mail by the Office of
Community Development on or before 4:00PM EST on the dates listed below.

Program

Letter of Intent Due Date
VIA E-MAIL

Application Due Date
By Invitation Only

Downtown Revitalization

January 27, 2023

March 10, 2023

Econaomic Development

15 of the month starting July
1,2023

Per invitation

Housing Assistance March 24, 2023 May 19, 2023
Public Infrastructure A A

Public Service March 24, 2023 May 5, 2023
Community Enterprise February 24, 2023 April 14, 2023
Special Projects TBD TED

Urgent Meed* TBD TBD

*Funding for this program may be available based upon redistribution,
reallocation andfor additional allocation from HUD,
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E. 2023 PROGRAM BUDGET

2023 CDEG Budget %$11,760,505
Administration 335,210
Technical Assistance Administration 117,605
Community Development

Rural Housing Preservation Program 1,000,000
Downtown Revitalization Grants = 300,000
Home Repair Metwork Program 1,000,000
Housing Assistance Grants 2,000,000
Public Service Grants 200,000
Public Infrastructure Grants 2,800,000
Regional Council Planning Assistance 150,000
Small Business Development Centers 100,000
Maine Development Foundation/Downtown Center Assistance 300,000
Community Enterprise Grants 600,000
Special Projects 557,690
Urgent Meed Grants* 0

Economic Development

Economic Development Grants 1,000,000
Micro-Enterprise Assistance Grants 1,300,000
TOTAL 2023 CDBG Funds 11,760,505

Funding for individual categories may change based on actual HUD award .

*Funding for this program may be available hased upon redistribution, reallocation
andfor additional allocation from HUD.
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F. CERTIFICATIONS

All communities applying for CDBG funds must certify that they will:

»  Minimize displacement and adhere to a locally adopted displacement policy in
compliance with section 104(d) of the Housing and Community Development
Act, 24 CFR part 42;

» Take action to affirmatively further fair housing and comply with the provisions
of Civil Rights Acts of 1964 and 1968;

» Mot attempt to recover certain capital costs of improvements funded in whole
arin part with CDBG funds;

« Establish a community development plan;
= Meet all required State and Federal public participation requirements;

= Comply with the Federal requirements of Section 319 of Public Law 101-121,
codified at 31 U.5.C. Section 1352, regarding government-wide restriction on
lobbying;

= With the exception of administrative or personnel costs, verify that no person
who is an employee, agent, consultant, officer, elected officer, or appointed
official of State or local government or of any designated public agencies, or
sub-recipients which are receiving COBG funding may obtain a financial
interest or bensfit, have an interest in or benefit from the activity, or have an
interest in any confract, subcontract, or agreement with respect to COBG
activities;

= Any person or firm associated with the administration of the CDBG program
award is not on the .5, Department of Labor's Debarred and Suspended
Contractor's List; and

= Review the project proposed in the application to ensure it complies with the

community's comprehensive plan and/or applicable state and local land use
requirements.

G. GEMERAL REQUIREMENTS:

1. Eligible Applicants: All units of general local government in Maine, including
plantations, except for the entitement communities of Auburn, Bangor, Biddeford,
Lewiston, Portland and all of Cumberland County with the exception of Brunswick and
Frye Island are eligible to apply for and receive State COBG program funds. County
governments may apply on behalf of the Unorganized Teritory. Groups of local
governments may apply for mult-jurisdictional or joint projects. Multi-jurisdictional
applications require designation of one local government as the lead applicant and
consent for that designation by each participating local government. Counties may apply
for the Public Service program on behalf of a collaboration of communities. Eligible
applicants, including counties as defined above may apply for CDBG assistance
on behalf of the five Maine Indian Tribes. Maine Indian Tribes are not themselves
eligible applicants. Eligible applicants applying on behalf of a Maine Indian Tribe are

7
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permitted to apply in the same 2023 CDBG funding category only if the eligible applicant
will not directly benefit from the tribal COBG project.

2. Eligible Activities: Applicaions will be reviewed to determine that the activities
proposed are eligible under Section 105(a) of the Act. Ineligible activities will not be
considered,

3. Project Benefit: Letters of Intent and/or required documentation for all programs will
be reviewed to verify that the proposed activities meet at least one of the CDBG Program
national objectives pursuant to section 104(b) 3 of the Act. If the activity does not meet
a national ohjective the application will not be considered for funding.

4. “Growth Related” Preference: In accordance with M.R.5.A Title 30-A section 4349-
A (3-4), OCD s required to give preference in the award of grants to capital investments
defined as “growth related” in section 4301(5-B) to communities with certified growth
management programs or that have adopled a comprehensive plan and implementation
strateqy consistent with the goals and guidelines of the subchapter. A municipality that
does not obtain a certificate or finding of consistency within 4 years after receipt of the
first installment of a financial assistance grant or rejection of an offer of financial
assistance will receive a low priarity.

5. Repayment of Grant Funds: Recipients must repay on demand to the State of Maine
all funds expended if COBG program benefits are not achieved as specified in their
contract with the DECD.

6. Application Threshold: Incomplete and/or non-conforming applications which do not
meet the specifications set forth in the 2023 Program Statement and 2023 CDBG
Application Packages will be removed from the scoring process during the threshold
review.

7. Financial Commitments: Applications for projects not demonstrating a firm financial
commitment as required in the application materials will be removed from the scoring
process during the threshold review.

8. Restriction of Grant Awards: OCD may deny or restrict the award of grants to
communities with outstanding audit(s), monitoring findings, or a record of administrative
misconduct,

9. Past Performance: In order to be eligible to apply for a 2023 Community Development
Block Grant program,. communities that received CDBG grants in prior years must be in
good standing with the Office of Community Development.  All Past Performance Criteria
will he strictly enforced; however, these criteria may be waived for just cause by the
Director of OCD.

10. Grant Termination: OCD may terminate a community's grant if progress on the

project is not apparent within 6 months from the date of contract signing. The Office of
Community Development may grant waivers for just cause.

H. EXCLUSIONS:
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1. Multiple Grants: Eligible applicants may not apply for, or benefit from, more than one
grant per program category in any grant year. Communities participating in multi-
jurisdictional applications may submit their own applications for the same program as long
as they demonstrate that there will not be a duplication of program activity/benefit.

2. Housing Assistance Grant Program: Communities are not eligible to apply for a HA

grant unless they have an identified project with a developer approved by OCD. Single
family rehabilitation is not an eligible project.

. AWARD PROCESS:

1. Scoring:

The Review Team will assign a score to each of the scoring areas and the application's
total score will be determined by the sum of the Review Team's scores. The top scoring
applications will be considered for an invitation into the Project Development Phase.

An invitation into the Project Development Phase is not a guarantee of funding or
permission to obligate funds. Successful communities will receive an amount determined
by the QCD for their project.

2. Project Development Phase:
a. Project Planning: Detals of the project including engineering, hbid
requirements, budget, andfor grant administration.

b. Acceptance of Funds: Public Hearing and Legislative Body Approval for the
acceptance of funds,

¢. Local Certifications: Local adoption of State and Federal regulations..

d. Project Benefit: erification that proposed activities meet or will meet one of
the CDBG Program Mational Objectives.

e, Environmental Review: Review of project for compliance with State and
Federal Environmental Regulations,

3. Project Development Timeframe and Assistance:

The goal of the Project Development Phase is a grant contract for COBG funds. An OCD
Development Program Manager will be assigned to work closely with each community to
finalize their project. OCD will rescind the COBG program award offer if the community
is not under contract within six months of the date of the award offer and invitation into
the project development phase process. The Office of Community Development may
grant waivers for just cause,
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SECTION 2. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

A. HOUSING ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM
The Housing Assistance Grant (HA) Program provides funding to address housing
problems of low-and moderate-income persons. Housing Assistance Program (HA) funds
will be distributed through an annual grant application selection process.

1. Eligibility Requirements for Housing Assistance Applications: Communities must
have an identified project with a developer approved by OCD.

2. Eligible Activities: Eligible HA activities are rehabilitation of occupied or vacant multi-
family housing units, COMVETSIon of non-residential structures,
homeownership/downpayment assistance, construction of new units by a non-profit
community based housing development organization

3. Matching Funds: Applicants for housing activities must provide a cash match of at
least 20% of the total HA project cost,

4. Maximum HA Grant Amount: $500,000

5. Maximum Administrative Costs: The HA Program may allow expenditures for
general and/or rehabilitation administration. The total general and rehahbilitation
administration expenditures may not exceed 15% of the grant amount. Please refer to
OCD Policy Statement #2 for more information regarding CDBG administrative
costs.

6. Selection Process: The selection process for all HA applications will consist of two

slages:

(a)Stage 1:
Letter of Intent: All communities wishing to submit a HA application must submit
a Letter of Intent. After review for completeness and eligibility, units of general
local government may be invited to make a full application. Please refer to Page
5 of this document for Program deadlines and due dates.

(b)Stage 2:
Application: The maximum length of an application is four pages (not counting
required attachments). Please refer to Page 5 of this document for Program
deadlines and due dates. Members of the Review Team will assign a Review Paint
Total for each application reviewed. Review Point Totals will consist of the sum of
the three scoring areas below and be determined by the total of each sub-scoring
area. A maxmum of 100 points is obtainable,

Impact (40 points):

« A description of the specific housing problems to be addressed with HA
funds — 15 points

+ How the problems were identified — 10 points
« How these issues affect LMI persons in the community or region — 15

points
Development Strateqy (40 points):
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A description of the plan proposed to implement the housing project -
20 points

Summary of the activities and use of HA funds —20 points

Citizen Pariicipation (20 points):

How overall citizen participation process directly relates to identification
of solution strategies and application development - 4 points

Effective use of any media (newspapers, radio, TV, etc.) to further public
awareness and participation — 4 points

Relevance of listed meetingfhearing activities/comments (not counting
required public hearing) on application and project development — 4
paints

Invalvement of potential LMI project beneficiaries in development of the
application and project and how the required public hearing relates to
the application developmeant and citizen participation process — 4 points

How other local resources (cash and in-kind) are directly related to the
project and the establishment of a cash value equivalent for all in-kind
commitments — 4 points

7. Final Application Score — Each application will receive a Final Application Score
assigned by members of the Review Team. The top scoring applicants will be considered
for an invitation to proceed to the Project Development Phase as funds allow.
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B. HOME REPAIR NETWORK PROGRAM

The Home Repair Metwork Program (HRM) provides funding statewide to address
housing problems of low- and moderate-income persons.  This program will provide
housing rehabilitation services administered on a regional basis throughout Maine, as
stated below.

1. Special Threshold Criteria and Certifications: HRM Program funds will be
distributed through a set aside of CDBG funds provided to the City of Rockland as the
lead community. The lead community will establish a legally binding contract with each
of the participating Maine Community Action Agencies (or other approved entity)to
provide Housing Rehabilitation Senvices in the region. Participation in the HRM delivery
system is subject to the approval of the Director of the OCD,

2. Eligible Activities: Eligible activities under the HRN Program include but are not
limited to: rehabilitation of occupied or vacant single-family or multi-family housing units,
demolition, same site replacement housing, provision of potable water and sewer, energy
conservation, removal/mitigation of lead-based paint, asbestos, radon, or other
hazardous material, necessary ADA modifications, special eligible projects approved hy
och.

3. Housing units ineligible for Home Repair Network assistance: Housing units
located in communities that have current CDBG Housing Rehabilitation programs or the
entitlement communities of Auburn, Bangor, Biddeford, Lewiston, Portland and all of
Cumberland County with the exception of Brunswick and Frye Island are not eligible for
financial assistance under the HRMN program.

4, Maximum HRN Grant Amount: $1,000,000. Allocations to each of the established
regions will be determined by the Office of Community Development.

5. Maximum Administrative Costs: The HRM Program allows expenditures for general
and rehabilitation administration. The total general and rehabilitation administration
expenditures may not excead 20% of the grant amount, The City of Rockland is allowed
a maximum of 5,000 in administrative funding.

6. Section 8 Housing Quality Standards: All units assisted or created with HRMN funds
will strive to meet HUD Section 8§ Minimum Housing Quality Standards if possible, This
does not apply to projects undertaken to correct specific emergency health and safety
issues only, i.e. wells, septic, heating units, removal of hazardous materals, energy
conservation etc.  In addition, all units must comply with other applicable standards
included in the HRM contract.

12
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C. PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT PROGRAM

Mo Letters of Intent or Applications will be accepted for the 2023 Program Year.
The Communities of Eagle Lake, Grand Isle, and Solon, who submitted
applications in 2022, are eligible for funding in 2023.

The Public Infrastructure Grant (P1) Program provides gap funding for local infrastructure
activiies, which are pant of a community developmeant strategy leading to future public
and private investments,

1. Eligible Activities: Eligible activities in the Pl Program are construction, acquisition,
reconstruction, installation, relocation assistance associated with public infrastructure,
and public infrastructure limited to supporting construction of fully-funded affordable LM
housing; eligible planning activities necessary to complete the Project Development
FPhase,

2. Exclusions: See Section 1H (1) (2).

3. Match: All communities applying for Pl funds must certify that they will provide a cash
match of at least 25 percent of the total grant award. This match may consist of all non-
CDBEG loans, grants etc. contributed to the project.

4. Program Activities: Applicants may apply for one or more activities within a specific
activity group. Applicants cannot mix activiies from different activity groups in an
application.

Activity Group Numbers:

1) Water system installatonfimprovements, sewer system
installationfimprovements, water/sewer system hookups,
storm drainage, utility infrastructure, dams with the main
purpose of providing the primary water storage facility for
an active water district or municipal system. Maximum Amount:
$1,000,000

2} Infrastructure in support of new LM| affordable fully financed housing.
Maximum Amount: $1,000,000

5. Funding Restrictions: Pl funds may not be used to assist infrastructure for the
purpose of job creation/retention. Job creation/ retention infrastructure activities are
eligible in the Economic Development Program. Except for proposals for infrastructure in
support of new housing construction_and sewerfwater system hookups, no housing
activities may be assisted with PI funds.

6. Demonstration of National Objective: Applicants must demonstrate at Letter of Intent
that the project meets the Mational Objective of benefiting 51% or greater low/moderate
income persons via Census information, or a certified target area survey.

7. Selection Process: The selection process for all Pl applications will consist of two
stages:

(&) Stage 1:
13
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Letter of Intent and Verification of CDBG National Objective: All communities
wishing to submit a Pl application must submit a Letter of Intent and Verfication of
CDBG MNational Objective to OCD, After review for completeness and eligibility, units of
general local governments may be invited to make a full application. Please refer to
Page 5 of this document for Program deadlines and due dates.

(b) Stage 2:

Application: Please refer to Page 5 of this document for Program deadlines and due

dates.
Each application will be rated in relation to all others in a two-stage process.
Members of the Review Team will assign a Review Point Total for each application
reviewed, Review Point Totals will consist of the sum of the three scoring areas
helow and be determined by the total of each sub-scoring area.

Impact (40 points):

« A description of why the project is necessary, previous efforts (o address
needs, and how the project was prioritized locally —6 points

»  What engineering firms andlor regulatory agencies have verified the
infrastructure problems, and what studies and testing have been done
that corroborate the need— 6 points

« How the verified health, safety and welfare conditions affect users and
others in the community and region —8 points

= Size and demographic makeup of user base and target area of projected
infrastructure project —10 points

= Why Pl funds are necessary to fill a funding gap, what other state and/or
federal agency funding is involved, capacity of the utility or town to
borrow, and how match funds will work with Pl funds to implement the
project —10 points

Development Strateqy (40 points):

« A description of the proposed infrastructure improvements, including
size, capacity, design, utilities and fit with existing systems — 10 points

» Positive impacts on health, safety and welfare of users directly
attributable to proposed Pl expenditures —5 points

« Extent of financial benefits to users; list current user rates, what rates
will be if Pl funding is approved, and list what user rates will be if the
project is built without PI funding =15 points

= Project imeline: list tasks necessary to begin implementation.  Identify
work already completed, such as engineering, design and final
commitment of other funds., Identify when remaining tasks will be
completed. Estimate a project completion date and describe why project
fimeline is feasible —10 points

Citizen Participation (20 points):

= How overall citizen participation process directly relates to identification
of solution strategies and application development - 4 points
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« Effective use of any media (newspapers, radio, TV, etc.) to further public
awareness and participation — 4 points

«  Relevance of listed meeting/hearing activities/comments (not counting
reguired public hearing) on application and project development - 4
points

« Involvement of potential LMI project beneficiaries in to the application
development and citizen participation process — 4 points

= How other local resources (cash and in-kind) are directly related to the
project and the establishment of a cash value equivalent for all in-kind
commitments — 4 points

B. Final Score Each application will receive a Final Application Score assigned by

members of the Review Team., The top scoring applicants will be considered for an
invitation to proceed to the Project Development Phase as funds allow.
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D. DOWNTOWMN REVITALIZATION GRANT PROGRAM

The Downtown Revitalization Grant (DR) Program provides funds to communities to
implement comprehensive, integrated, and innovative solutions to the problems facing
their downtown districts. These community revitalization projects must be part of a
strategy that targets downtown service and business districts and will lead to future
public and private investment. Qualified applicant communities must have a downtown
district meeting the definition in 30-A M.R.5.A. Section 4301(5-A). Please refer to Page
5 of this document for Program deadlines and due dates.

1. Eligible activities - include all those eligible under the Public Faciliies, Public
Infrastructure, Housing Assistance or Micro Enterprise Assistance programs as relevant
to the revitalization of a downtown district; and eligible planning activities necessary o
complete the Project Development Phase,

2. Exclusions: See Section 1H (1) (2).

3. Match = All communities applying for DR Program funds must certify that they will
provide a minimum cash match eguivalent to 25 percent of the total grant award. This
minimum 25% match may come from any source public and/or private. All match must
he fully committed at time of application.

4, Planning Requirements: Applicants must have completed a comprehensive
downtown revitalization planning process within the past five years. Communities with
plans older than five years must demonstrate that their plans are under active
implementation, the action plan remains valid, or have been updated within the past 5
years. The proposed DR activities must be in the plan as recommended actions
necessary for downtown revitalization.

5. Maximum DR Award: $300,000

6. Bonus Points for Applicants with Maine Downtown Center Designation:
Applicants will receive three bonus points if they have been designated as a Main Street
Maine Community by the Maine Downtown Center, or one bonus point if they have been
designated as a Maine Downtown Nebtworlk Community.

7. Demonstration of National Objective: Applicants must demonstrate that the project
meets the Mational Objective of 1) benefiting 51% or greater low/moderate income
persons or 2) preventing or eliminating slum or blighting conditions. Census information,
a certified town-wide income survey, or an officially adopted declaration of slum/blight
conditions conforming to the requirements of Title 30-A M.R.S.A § 5202 and HUD must
he submitted to OCD. These demonstrations must be made as part of the Letter of
Intent and Verification of CDBG National Objective submitted to OCD.

8. Selection Process = The selection process will consist of two stages

(a) Stage 1:
Letter of Intent and Verification of CDBG Mational Objective:
All communities wishing to submit a DR application must submit a Letter of Intent.  After

review for completeness and eligibility, units of general local governments may be
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invited to make a full application. Please refer to Page 5 of this document for Program
deadlines and due dates.

(b) Stage 2:

Application: The maximum length of an application is six pages, not counting

required attachments.

Flease refer to Page 5 of this document for Program deadlines and due dates.
Each application will be rated in relation to all others. Members of the Review
Team will assign a Review Point Total for each application reviewed. Review Foint
Totals will consist of the sum of the three scoring areas below and be determined
by the total of each sub-scoring area.

Impact (40 points):

» Describe the scope and magnitude of the problems you seek to address.
Describe how they are obstacles for revitalizing the downtown. - 8 points

« Explain how these problems negatively impact the viahility of existing
downtown businesses, and how they limit new development and
expansion, —12 points

» Demonstrate how the problems impacting the downtown affect LM
persoens, or how they contribute to slum'blight conditions, —8 points

« Explain why DR funds are necessary for the project, and describe what
efforts have been made and where you have searched to secure other
grant or loan funds, —12 paints

Development of Strategy (40 points):

« Clearly link the proposed DR activities to action steps outlined in your
community's Downtown Action Plan and explain how the activities of the
project will stimulate economic activity in the downtown. =12 points

« List the specific activities to be addressed in this downtown revitalization
effort, and identify the tasks to be undertaken with DR funds and the
activities to be undertaken with each other source of funds. =12 points

« Define how the proposed DR activities provide a solution to the problems
and assist in improving the area’s viability, and how the activities will
have a positive impact on LMl persons, or on alleviation of the
slumfblight conditions. —8 points

+ Describe the capacity and experience of the administrator who will be
implementing the project, describe the engineering and design work
completed to date, provide a project timeline, and explain how DR funds
will be expended in a imely manner. — -8 points

Citizen Participation (20 points):

+ Effective use of media (newspapers, radio, TV, web etc.) to further public
awareness and participation. — 4 points

+ Relevance of listed meeting/hearing comments (not counting reguired
public hearing) and the overall citizen participation process in application
and project development. — 4 points
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+ Involvement of downtown and local businesses, Chambers of Commerce,
development groups or other business related organizations in identification
of problems and development of the application and project. — 4 points

« Involvement of potential LMI project beneficiaries in development of the
application and project, and how the required public hearing relates to the
application development and citizen participation process. — 4 points

« How other local resources (cash and in-kind) are directly related to the
project, and the establishment of a cash value equivalent for all in-kind
commitments. — 4 points

Maine Downtown Center Designation Bonus — 3 bonus points will be assigned
to each applicant community designated as a Main Street Maine Community by
the Maine Downtown Center, and a 1 bonus point will be awarded to those
communities designated as a member of the Maine Downtown Network.

Opportunity Zone Bonus — 3 bonus points will be assigned to each applicant
community certified as an Opportunity Zone location at time of application.

9. Final Application Score — Each application will receive a Final Application Score
assigned by members of the Review Team plus any applicable Maine Downtown Center
andfor Opportunity Zone Bonus points. The top scaring applicants will be considered for
an invitation to proceed to the Project Development Phase as funds allow.,
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E. PUBLIC SERVICE GRANT PROGRAM
The Public Service Grant (PSG) Program addresses community and business resource
needs by providing funding for operating expenses, equipment, and program materials
for activities which will benefit low/moderate income (LMI) persons. Please refer to Page
5 of this document for Program deadlines and due dates.

1. Eligible Activities: Eligible activities include but are not limited to, operating and
program material expenses for the purpose of providing workforce training and skills
development, child care, health care, recreation programs, education programs, public
safety services, fair housing activities, senior citizen services, homeless services, drug
abuse/mental health counseling and treatment.

2. Project Benefit: Eligible PSG projects must provide benefits to one of the groups of
persons listed below and be in support of an identified business or non-profit entity:

(a) Participants in a program where 51% or greater of the persons receiving benefit
from PSG activities are determined to be LMI

(b) Persons who are members of the following groups that are currently presumed
by HUD to meet benefit requirements. The presumption may be challenged if there
is substantial evidence the group senved by the project is mast likely not comprised
of principally LMI persons,

Migrant Farm Workers
Persons Living with AIDS

« Ahused Children (Does not include “at-risk” youth)

+ Battered Spouses [Does not indude all victims of domestic violence)
« Elderly Persons (62 years «, or 55 years + for housing)

« Severely Disabled Adults

« Homeless Persons

« lliterate Adults

-

-

3. All communities applying for PSG funds must certify that: The activity represents
a new service to the commumity; or a quantifiable increase in the level of an existing
SErVICE,

4. Maximum PSG Amount: $50,000

5. Selection Process: The selection process will consist of two stages

(a) Stage 1:
Letter of Intent: All communities wishing to submit a PSG application must submit
a Letter of Intent. Please refer to Page 5 of this document for Program deadlines
and due dates. After review for completeness and eligibility, units of general local
governments will be invited to make a full application.

(b) Stage 2:
Application: The maximum length of an application is four pages, not counting
required attachments. Please refer to Page 5 of this document for Frogram
deadlines and due dates,
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Members of the Review Team will assign a Review Point Total for each application
reviewed, Rewview Point Totals will consist of the sum of the three sconing areas
below and be determined by the total of each sub-scoring area, A maximum of
100 points is obtainahle.
Impact (40 points):

« Conditions requiring a new or expanded service — 15 points

+ |ssues faced by senvice providers including capacity, finances and staffing
— 15 points

« Why PSG funds are critical for the project — 10 points
Development Strateqy (40 points):

« A description of the new or expanded service, specific use of PSG funds,
including how this service will resolve identified problems, and why this
service will be more effective than existing services for the targeted
beneficiaries — 10 points

=  How PSG funds will be utilized to assist LM persons or a HUD approved
Limited Clientele group — 10 points

+ Project imeling, including a start date, tasks completed to date, how PSG
funds will be expended in a timely manner, and method of tracking success
— 10 points

« Capacity and gualifications of the service provider implementing the
project, including familiarity with the needs of project beneficiares — 10
points

Citizen Participation (20 points):

= How overall citizen participation process directly relates to identification
of solution strategies and application development - 5 points

« Effective use of any media (newspapers, radio, TV, etc.) to further public
awareness and participation — 5 points

+ Relevance of listed meeting/hearing activities/comments (not counting
required public hearing) on application and project development — &
points

+« Involvement of potential LMI project beneficiaries in development of the
application and project and how the reguired public hearing relates to the
application development and citizen participation process — 5 points

6. Final Application Score — Each application will receive a Final Application Score

assigned by members of the Review Team. The top scoring applicants will be considered
for an invitation to proceed to the Project Development Phase as funds allow,
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F. SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTERS

The Small Business Development Center Technical Assistance (SEDCTA) provides
funding for the provision of technical assistance to Maine micro-enterprise businesses
through a partnership with Maine's Small Business Development Centers.

1. Special Threshold Criteria and Certifications: SEDCTA will be distributed
through a set aside of CDBG funds provided to the County of Aroostook as the
lead community. The lead community will establish a legally binding contract
with the SBDC as approved by OCD.

(a) Eligible Activities:

(i) Eligible activities under the SBDCTA are technical assistance to
verified Maine micro-enterprise businesses and potential start-up
companies which can be reasonably expected to become a micro-
enterprise business.

(b) Communities ineligible for SBDCTA Assistance:

() Micro-enterprise businesses and potential start-up companies
located in the communities of Auburn, Bangor, Biddeford, Lewiston,
Portland and all of Cumberland County except for Brunswick and
Frye Island, are not eligible for financial assistance under the

SBDCTA.
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G.MAINE DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION/DOWNTOWN CENTER
ASSISTANCE

The Maine Development Foundation/ Downtown Center Assistance (MDFDCA)
provides funding to support activities undertaken by the Maine Development
Foundation/ Downtown Center on behalf of communities addressing critical needs
including but not limited to established downtown areas. The funds may be used to
match other financial assistance received through the Maine Development Foundation
to further address community development needs.

1. Special Threshold Criteria and Certifications: MDFDCA funds will be distributed
through & set aside of CDBG funds provided to the City of Belfast who will be the lead
community. The City of Belfast will establish a legally binding contract with the Maine
Development Foundation as approved by OCD.

2. Eligible Activities: Eligible activiies under the MDFDCA are planning, capacity
building, technical assistance and administration directly related to building vibrant,
sustainable communities and downtowns,

3. Communities Ineligible for MDCA Assistance: The entittement communities of
Auburn, Bangor, Biddeford, Lewiston, Portland and all of Cumberland County, with the
exception of Brunswick and Frye Island are not eligible for financial assistance under
the MDCA,
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H. URGENT NEED GRANT PROGRAM

The Urgent need Grant (LUN) Program provides funding to communities to address
serous and immediate threats to health and welfare which are declared state or federal
disasters.

1. Project Eligibility: Pursuant to Secfion 104 (b) 3 of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974, as amended (see 24 CFR Section 570.483(d)), the applicant
must address a community development need which meets all four criteria listed below:

(&) poses a serious and immediate threat to the health or welfare of the community;

(1) originated or became a direct threat to public health and safety no more than
18 months prior to submission of the application;

(c)is a project the applicant cannot finance on its own. “Cannot finance on its own"
means, that the town's tax burden, regulatory structure, utility user fees, bonding
capacity, or previous or existing budgetary commitments, precludes it from
assuming the additional financial obligation needed for this project; and

(d) cannot be addressed with other sources of funding.
2. Program Requirements:

(a) Necessary Documentation: The emergency situation must reguire immedizate
action o alleviate the serious and imminent threat of injury or loss of life resulting
from a natural or man-made cause.

(b) State or Federal Declaration of Disaster: The applicant must submit
documentation that the project to be assisted with UN funds waill take place in an
area that has received a state or federal declaration of disaster. In addition, the
activities to be assisted must be a direct result of the event leading to the
declaration, This requirement may be waived by the Director of OCD with just
cause.

(c) Application Submittal: Applicants must submit a complete UN application
that includes all required information and documentation.

3. Selection Process: The selection process will consist of two stages: an application
phase and a project development phase.

(&) Stage 1:
Application: An UN application must include the following:

« documentation that the emergency situation was prompted by natural ar man-
made causes that pose an imminent threat of injury or loss of life;

» certification that the proposal is designed to address an urgent need and an
immediate response is required to halt the threat of injury or loss of life;
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information regarding when the urgent need condition occurred or developad
into a threat to health and safety;

evidence confirming the applicant is unable to finance implementation on its
own; and,

documentation that other financial resources are not available to implement
the proposal.

a copy of a state or federal declaration of disaster,

(b) Stage 2:

Project Development: Prior to consideration of a grant award, all UN proposals

must meet the four eligibility criteria listed above and the Program requirements.

Project Development Phase applications must comply with the following;

4. Approval Process: Applications will be accepted on a first-come first-served
basis. Following receipt of an application, OCD shall review the application and verify
that it contains all the required information. Eligible planning activities necessary o
complete the Project Development Phase may be included in the UMN grant total.
Maotification to the applicant of the Office of Community Development's decision will initiate

Project Planning: Details of the project including engineering, oost

analysis, feasibility, and structural analysis as necessary.

Management Plan: Details of the structure and methods established by

the community for program management.

Regulations: Project Development Phase applications will be reviewed for

compliance with State and Federal regulations.,

the Project Development Phase process necessary for contract award.
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I. SPECIAL PROJECTS PROGRAM

The Special Projects Program provides funds to projects that are not funded through the
normal COBG application process, SP funds will be used for alternative OCD grant
activities and partnerships that meet the community or economic development needs of
municipaliies and CDBG Mational Objectives in the State of Maine. Approval for the
use of SPMF funds is through the Director, Office of Community Development.
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J. COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE GRANT PROGRAM

The Community Enterprise Grant (CE) Program provides grant funds to assist in
business fagade programs and to make streetscape improvements in downtown and
village areas. Assistance to businesses may be in the form of grants or loans at the
discretion of the community. Please refer o Page 5 of this document for Program
deadlines and due dates.

1. Threshold Criteria and Program Requirements: CE Program funds will be
distributed through an annual grant application selection process.

(a) Eligible Activities:

Eligible activities under the fagade grants to for-profit or non-profit businesses are
for exterior improvements, including signage, painting, siding, awnings, lighting,
display windows and other approved exterior improvements (interior
improvements are not allowed) and eligible activities under streetscapes
include pocket parks, benches, street lighting, tree plantings, signage, traffic
calming improvements, sidewalks and other approved improvements; eligible
planning activities necessary to complete the Project Development Phase.
Sewer, water, storm drainage, parking, roads or streets and other
infrastructure improvements and buildings solely for residential use are
not eligible. All streetscape improvements must take place on publicly

owned property.

(b) Downtown Revitalization Program Prohibition - Communities
applying for a CE grant may nol apply for, receive, or benefit from a Downtown
Revitalization Program (DR} grant in the same program year.,

(c) Maximum CE Grant Amount: $100,000 - Applicants may apply to address
one or any combination of eligible activities listed above but are limited to a total
of 100,000 in CE funds,

(d) Maximum Amount of Community Enterprise Grant/Loan Assistance to
Businesses: $25,000

(e) Match — All communities applying for CE Program funds must certify that they
will provide a mimimum cash match equivalent to 25 percent of the total grant
award. This minimum 25% match may come from any source public and/or private.
All match must be fully committed at time of application.

(f) Project Benefit:

(i) Business Facade Grants: Project benefit will be met when exterior
improvements and signage on an existing business take place in a
designated slum/blight area, or documentation exists that a business
qualifies under a spot blight basis.

(i) Streetscapes: Project benefit will be met when streetscapes take
place in a designated slumdblight area or the applicant
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community where the project will take place is 51% or greater LMI as
determined by HUD and the .5, Census.

2. Special Program Requirements

Demonstration of National Objective: Applicants must demonstrate that the
project meets the National Objective of 1) benefiting 51% or greater
low/moderate income persons, or 2) preventing or eliminating slum or blighting
conditions. Census information, a cerified target area survey, an officially
adopted declaration of slum/blight conditions conforming to the requirements of
MRSA Title 30-A, Chapter 205, 5202 and HUD, or assurances of spot blight
designation eligibility must be submitted to OCD. These demonstrations must
be made as part of the Letter of Intent and Verification of COBG National
Objective submitted to OCD on or before 4:00pm on Friday February 25,

2023,

3. Selection Process: The selection process will consist of three phases; a letter of
intent, an application phase and a project development phase.

(a) Letter of Intent and Verification of CDBG National Objective:
All communities wishing to submit a CE application must submit a
Letter of Intent and Vernfication of CDBG Mational Objective to QCD on
or before 4:00FM on Friday January 29, 2023 according to the
requirements set forth in the 2023 CE application package.

(b) Application: The maximum length of an application is four pages, not
counting required attachments. The application deadline for the
CE Program is 4:00 PM an Apnl 9, 2023,

(i) Impact (40 points):
*State the problems then present the scope and magnitude of the
identified problems. — & points

*Explain how the problems negatively impact the local economy and
the viability of existing downtown or village area. - 8 points

*Clearly dafine how the problems negatively affect LM| persons andior
contribute to slum/blight conditions. - 10 points
“Describe the obstacles to overcoming the identified problems. — 6 points

*Explain why CE funds are necessary for the project; describe efforts to
secure other grant or loan funds and tell why they are not are available
locally to assist businesses or local government with their development

and site improvement needs, — 10 points

(ii) Development Strateqy (40 points):

“List the specific activiies to be undertaken in the project. For
streetscapes include location, size and design features. — 5 points

*ldentify the specific use of CE funds and the specific tasks or aclivities
to be funded with each other source of funds. — 5 points
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*Provide |dentification and description of potential business facade
applicants and their needs; or provide details of how areas in need of
streetscape improvements were identified and prioritized. — 5 points

*Explain how the CE project will stimulate business in the

downtown or village area and assist in improving the area's

long-term viability. — 6 points

*Describe how the CE funded activities will have a positive impact on LM
persons and/or on alleviation of the slum/light conditions. — & points

*Provide a project timeline; list activities or actions completed to date. — 4
points

*Describe the capacity and experience of the administrator to market and
conduct a facade program or streetscape improvement effort; and
describe how CE funds will be expended in a timely manner. = 5 points

*Budget Summary Review — 4 points
(iii) Citizen Participation (20 points):

*Effective use of any media (newspapers, radio, TV, etc.) to further public
awareness and participation. — 4 points

*Relevance of listed meeting/hearing activities/comments (not counting
required public hearing) and the overall citizen participation process in
application and project development, — 4 points

“Involvement of downtown and local businesses, Chambers of Commerce,
development groups or other business-related organizations in
identification of problems and development of the application and praoject.
~ 4 paoints

*Involvement of potential LMI project beneficiaries in development of the
application and project and how the required public hearing relates to the
application development and citizen participation process. — 4 paints

*How ather local resources (cash and in-kind) are directly related to the
project and the establishment of a cash value equivalent for all in-kind
commitments. — 4 points

Opportunity Zone Bonus — 3 bonus points will be assigned to each
applicant community certified as an Opportunity Zone location at time of
application.

Stage 2: Final Application Score — Applications will be awarded funding
bhased on the consensus of the review team. There is no minimum Final

Application Score reguired for an application to be considered for funding.
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K. RURAL HOUSING PRESERVATION PROGRAM

The State of Maine has over 8,000 units of federally assisted housing at risk from a
series of dynamics including expiring restrictions, maturing mMorgages, aging owners
and subseguent conversion to market rate. These affordable projects are primarily in
small rural Maine towns and may be the only affordable and/or rental housing in the
community. The loss to the communities is staggering when compared o new
construction costs and volatile demand from the private market. Preservation of the
existing federal assistance is crucial to stable housing conditions in Maine's rural
communities. Due to complex regulation and restrictions there is a gap in funding the
successiul transfers of these assets to new owners and protecting the most valuable
segment - the affordable rental unit for local Maine residents. The RHP Program will
provide an additional grant resource which will serve as the missing piece to solving the
gaps and challenges found in many of these transactions.

1. Threshold Criteria: RHP Program funds will be distributed through a set aside of
CDBG funds provided to the City of Presgue Isle as the lead community. The lead
community will establish a legally binding contract with the Genesis Fund, a statewide
Community Development Financial Institution, to provide funds for the preservation and
rehabilitation of multifamily rental properties in rural Maine communities for the benefit
of low-income households, The Genesis Fund is actively and intricately invalved in this
work on palicy, on technical assistance and on financing the solutions A seasoned
administrator of COBG funds, the Genesis Fund has a demonstrated track record of
successiully implementing this resource for the direct benefit to low income households.

2. Eligible activities: Funds will be used for property acquisitions; to reduce debt
financing burdens on the protected unit rents; to cover transaction and soft costs to
accomplish the transfers; and for closing charges.

3. Maximum RHP Grant Amount: 51,000,000, Allocations to each rural multifamily
property will be determined by the Genesis Fund, RHP funds will be used to fill gaps in
project financing.

4. Matching Funds: The Genesis Fund will bring together capital resources and technical
assistance to facilitate the ransfer of rural multifamily properties to new owners. These
resources include a new State Housing Tax credit, a dedicated set aside in the Maine
QAP of LIHTC for preservation of rural federally assisted housing, and a dedicated loan
fund at Genesis for preservation supported by Federal Home Loan Bank of Boston. These
and other resources will adequately supply matching funds RHP Program.

5. Maximum Administrative Costs: The RHP Program allows expenditures for general
and rehabilitation administration, The total general and rehabilitation expenditures will
not exceed 15% of the grant amount. The City of Presque Isle is allowed a maximum of
$3,000 in general administrative funding.

6. Property Standards: All rehabilitation activities completed with this Program will
comply with federal, state and local building codes and requirements and will meet any
applicable federal agency property standards.
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SECTION 3. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

A. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The Economic Development program (EDP) provides communities with gap funding to
assist identified businesses in the creation/retention of jobs for low-and moderate-
income persons, Please refer to Page 5 of this document for Program deadlines and

due dates.
1. Eligible Activities: Maximum Award
a) Grants to Municipalities for Direct Business Support: $100,000*

working capital and capital equipment purchase
Acquisition and any type of construction is not an allowable activity.

2. Exclusions:

« Applicants may apply on behalf of only one business.

« EDP funds cannot be used to refinance existing debt.

« All EDP activities must be in support of an identified business; speculative activities
are excluded.

« Communities may not apply on behalf of a business that has received prior COBG
EDP funding.

« Waivers to increase the maximum grant award amount, in instances where
the impact of the project is substantial and can be documented, both through
project investment and job creation, must be approved by the Director of the
Office of Community Development.

3. Project Benefit: All projects must document that at a minimum, 51% of all jobs created
aor retained as a result of the funded activity must be taken/held by persons of low and
moderate income as defined by HUD. Jobs creatediretained must be in the community
applying for the EDP award, new jobs to that community and not associated with any
other branches of the assisted business located in another community. Transfer positions
cannot be counted toward the job creation/retention requirements. In the event that job
creation requirements are not met, the applicant community will be responsible for
immediate repayment to DECD of all CDBG funds expended on the project.

4. Program Dollars per Job: The maximum CDBG participation per job created or
retained with EDP funds is $30,000.

5. Full Time permanent Jobs: In determining COBG National Objective compliance with
jobs created or retained only Permanent jobs may be counted; lemporary jobs may nol.
Full tirne jobs reguire a worker 1o work at least 1750 hours per year. Part time jobs reguire
a worker to work at least 875 hours but less than 1750 hours per year. Part-time jobs
must be converted to Full Time Equivalents (FTE). An FTE is defined as two part time
jobs. Seasonal jobs may count only if the seasonal job lasts long enough and provides
sufficient income to be considered the employee's principal occupation. (Contact OCD
prior o counting seasonal jobs towards LM benefit) All permanent jobs created by the
project must be counted, regardless of funding source(s). Jobs indirectly created by the
project (i.e., remote location, “trickle down” jobs) do not count.
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6. Program Requireaments:

(a) EDP Letter of Intent Due Dates:

All communities wishing © submit an EDP application must submit a Letter of
Intent. Please refer to Page 5 of this document for Program deadlines and due
dates. After review for completeness and eligibility, units of general local
governments may be invited to make a full application.

(b) EDP Application Due Dates: By invitation only as a result of accepted Letter
of Intent. Please refer to Page 5 of this document for Program deadlines and
due dates.

(c) Necessary and Appropriate: EDP assistance to a business must be for
projects that are necessary and appropriate. The application must describe the
need for program assistance stating why the project cannot proceed without
program participation, that program funds will provide the necessary gap financing,
reasonableness of the amount requested, and assurance that the assistance
provided is commensurate with the community benefits that will accrue from the
[roject.

(d) Compliance with Benefit Certification Requirements: The business and
the applicant community, under the direction of the Program Manager assigned to
the project, must comply with documentation requiremenis for jobs createdfjobs
retained on a project including but not limited to benefit surveys, income verification
and periodic reporting that the Office of Community Development may reguire.

(e) EDP Projects in Support of Retail Businesses: OCD may accept an EDP
application in support of a retail business activity only under the following
limited conditions:

« The retail business represents the provisions of new products and services
previously unavailable in the community or is a tourism-related business; and

+ The development or expansion of the retail business represents a net economic
gain for the community and the region. Applications supporting a retail
husiness or businesses are required to certify that the development represents
a new overall gain for the region’s economy and not a shift from existing
established businesses to a new or expanded one; and

= The retail business is located in either a downtown district meeting the definition
in 30-A M.R.5. Section 4301 (5-A); or a designated local growth area contained
in an adopted and consistent comprehensive plan; and

« Al least 50% of the jobs created by the retail business must be full time jobs.
7. Selection Process: The selection process will consist of two stages. Members of the
Review Team will assign a Review Point Total for each application reviewed. Review

Point Totals will consist of the sum of the three scoring areas below and any applicable
honus points. The following criteria will be used:
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(&) Stage 1:
Letter of Intent: All communities wishing to submit an EDOP application must first
submit a Letter of Intent. After review for completeness and eligibility, units of general
local governments may be invited to make a full application, Please refer to Page 5
of this document for Program deadlines and due dates.

(b) Stage 2:
Application: Members of the Review Team will assess the applications based on the
following criteria;

Problem Statement
Scope
« Detail the problems or needs facing the community/business to be assisted.

+ Tell how these problems relate to job creation or job retention activities.

# Describe how the overall financial wviability of the community/business is
affected by the problems or needs.

Impact Identity how employment opportunities for persons of low/moderate
income are negatively affected by the identified problems.

. Emphasize the importance of the affected business in relation to the stability
of the community/region and its current financial well-being.

Meed |dentify reasons why the community/business is unable to finance the
proposed project on its own, or with assistance from other sources,
&

= Include a narrative that highlights any recent efforts by the community/business
1o assist job creationfretention activities,

Solution

Project Description Detail the activities that the communityw/business will
undertake using EDF funds o resolve the problemsineeds presented in the
Froblem Statement.

« Identify, in detail, the specific working capital uses of EDP funds.
«  Explain how the solution directly solves the identified problems/needs.
« Include a firm figure of the number of jobs to be created or retained as a

result of the project, and how these jobs relate to persons of low/moderate
income.

= Clearly state the amount of EDP funds sought and how they wall fit into the
overall financing for the project.

Effect on Assisted Business

« Descrine the effect the EDP award and completion of the project, as a whaole,
will have on the ability of the community/business to remain competitive, and
createfretain guality jobs.

s« Describe the market including identfication of competitors, price structure,
resource availability, operating/manufacturing costs, transportation costs,
demand, and other factors influencing the marketability of the product or
service proposed. Also identify all project risks and the extent of the risks.
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Project Timeline and Feasibility
+ [escribe how the projectis assured of successful completion within 12 months.

« Provide background information (including resumes) for the owners andfor
managers of the business and specific information about the skills and
experiences of the owners andior managers as related to the successful
management of the business and proposed project.

« [nclude a concise timetable for project implementation,

Citizen Participation

* Describe how citizen were informed of the development of this application,
including how the required public hearing contributed to the process. (Submit a
public hearing record consisting of the published public hearing notice,
hearing minutes, and attendance list with the original and all three copies of
the application.)

+« Business/Local Involvement Outline other input from businesses, chambers of
commerce, development organizations, local groups and individuals have had in
increasing the citizen participation process for the proposed project.
Highlight how the use of any media (TV, radio, newspapers, etc) increased
public awareness and participation in the EDP project.

9. Opportunity Zone Priority will be given to each applicant community certified as an
Opportunity Zone location at time of application.

10. Final Score, EDF applications will be awarded funding based on the consensus of
the review team together with the analysis completed by OCD's financial underwriter.

11. Project Development Phase: The project development phase must be completed
within 3 months from the date of award. The goal of this phase is a grant contract for
CDBG funds. During this phase an OCD Development Program Manager will be
assigned to work with the community to finalize their project. OCD reserves the right to
rescind the COBG program award of the community is not under contract within this time.
The Office of Community Development may grant waivers for just cause,
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B - MICRO-ENTERPRISE ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM

The Micro-Enterprise Assistance Program (MEA) provides funding to non-entitiement
areas statewide to address the needs of Micro businesses. This program will start

Juily 1, 2023 and will be administered on a regional basis throughout Maine, as stated
below.

1. Special Threshold Criteria and Certifications: MEA Program funds will be
distributed through a set aside of CDEG funds provided to Aroostook County as the lead
community. The lead community will establish a legally hinding contract with each of the
participating Economic Development entities. Participation in the MEA delivery system is
subject to the approval of the Director of the OCD. The MEA Program provides grant
funds to micro-enterprise businesses through a partnership with Maine's Small Business
Development Centers and their partners.

1. Eligible Activities: Eligible activities include grants wo for-profit businesses that can be
used for working capital, purchase of inventory, supplies and equipment. Maine's Small
Business Development Centers will identify and pre-qualify those businesses who are
eligible for the program. Potential participants will need to provide their previous years’
income tax return to verify eligibility.

Cannabis related businesses are not eligible.

2. Maximum Amount of Micro-Enterprise Assistance to an individual Business:
$10,000

3. Project Benefit | Demonstration of National Objective:

Micro-Enterprise Grant: Existing businesses that have five or fewer employees,
one of whom owns the enterprise, and whose household income is
Low/Moderate as defined by HUD will meet the project benefit. Applicants will
need to submit a copy of their previous year's Personal Income Tax filing with their
application. Mon-owner employess’ incomes are not considerad in meeting project
henefit.

4. Selection Process:

All Micro-Enterprise businesses wishing to submit a MEA application must meet
with their local Small Business Development Center advisor to determine eligibility.
SBDC advisors will review and submit complete applications to be considered for
funding.
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SECTION 4. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

The Office of Community Development will use Technical Assistance funds to: conduct
workshops, produce program materials, provide training and provide technical assistance
and outreach o communities,

Regional Providers will provide planning assistance to units of general local government
in identifying community & economic development needs, developing, and administering
CDBG projects. For purposes of this paragraph the term “planning assistance” mesans
the facilitating of skills and knowledge in planning, developing, and administering CDBG
activifies for entities in non-entilement areas that may need but do not possess such skills
and knowledge.

SECTION 5. REDISTRIBUTION OF GRANT FUNDS

This section describes the methods by which undistributed funds, disencumbered funds,
additional funds received from HUD, and program income will be redistributed,

1. Local Government Grants from the State: Applicanis receiving grants under the
CDBG program but failing to have their projects substantially underway (emnvironmental
review complete, program costs obligated, construction or services begun) within six
months of grant award, may have their grant rescinded by DECD,

Rescinded grant funds may be added to any open CDBG contract and can be used to
make additional awards under any eligible CDBG program activity,

Unexpended funds remaining in the grantee’s COBG account at grant closeout, funds
remaining in a grantee’s award but not requested upon grant closeout, and funds returned
to DECD because of disallowed costs may be added to any open CDBG contract and can
be used to make additional awards under any eligible COBG program activity.

2. Unallocated State Grants to Local Governments: Unallocated grant funds resulting
from lack of adeguate program competition or demand in any of the available 2023 CDBG
programs and any additional funds allocated by HUD may be added to any open CDBG
contract and can be used to make additional awards under any eligible CDBG program
activity.

3. Basis for Redistribution: The decision to redistribute funds will be made after staff
evaluation of the following: the total funds available, new requests for funding, requests
for additional funding from current CDBG grantees and applicants for competitions that
did not receive funding. The OCD may redistribute available funds o any project deemed
1o be in the bestinterest of, and that offer COBG definable benefits to the State of Maine.

SECTIOM 6. PROGRAM INCOME
As used in this Proposed Statement, "Program Income” means the gross income received
by & grantee from any grant-supported activity in excess of $35,000. Applicants will refer

to the CDBG Regulations and the Maine Office of Community Development policies on
program income,

35
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SECTION 7. APPEALS

Appeals of award decisions are restricted to errors of fact or procedure. Appeals in the
areas of judgment qualitative scoring will not be entertained. |n the case of a successful
appeal, funds will be reserved for the project from available or subsequent CDBG funds.

An applicant wishing to appeal DECD's decision regarding their 2023 application
restricted to errors of fact or procedure, may do so by submitting an appeal letter to the
Director of the Office of Community Development within fifteen (15) days of the award
announcemeant for that specific program.

SECTION 8. AMENDMENTS TO THE PROGRAM STATEMENT

The State may amend the 2023 Program Statement from time to time in accordance with
the same procedures reguired for the preparation and submission of the program
statement. The Department of Housing and Urban Development's citizen participation
requirerments will guide the amendment process.

36

Annual Action Plan 176
2023

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)



THIS MATERIAL IS AVAILABLE IN ALTERNATIVE FORMAT
UPON REQUEST

BY CONTACTING:

OFFICE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
111 SEWALL STREET, 3R? FLOOR
59 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0059
TELEPHONE (207) 624-7484
TTY: 1-800-437-1220

ALSO AVAILABLE ON THE OFFICE OF COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT WEB SITE:
www.meocd.org
The Maine CDBG Program is Funded by:
o.‘?ﬁ':" G o
= +* * N
o 1l
G G«;‘*:f‘\ EQUAL HOUSING
Sy DEVE™ GPPOATUNITY
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HTF Rehab Standards Appendix A: Uniform Physical C
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Grantee SF-424's and Certification(s)

STATE CERTIFICATIONS
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Specific Communily Developement Block Grant Cerdfications F
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Specific HOME Certifications
Thi State certifies that:

Tenant Based Rental Assistance - If it plans to use HOME funds for tenant-based rental assistance,
tenant-based rental assistance is an essential element of the States consolidated plan,

Eligible Activities and Costs -- It is using &nd will use HOME funds for eligible activities and costs, as
described in 24 CFR §92.205 through §92,209 and that it is not using and will not use HOME funds for
prohibited activities, as described in §92.214.

Subsidy Layering -- Before committing any funds to a project, the State or its recipients will evaluate
the project in accordance with the guidelines that it adopts for this purpose and will not invest any maore
HOME funds in combination with other Federal assistance than is necessary 1o provide affordable

hoLsing.

Signature of Authorized Official Diate
Director

Title
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Emergency Solutions Grant Certifications

Each State that seeks funding under the Emergency Solutions Grants Program must provids
the following certifications:

Matching Funds — The State will abtain any matching amaounts required under 24 CFR 576,201 in a
manner 5o that its subrecipients that are least capable of providing matching amounts receive the benefit
of the exception under 24 CFR 576.201{g){2).

Discharge Policy — The State will establish and implement, to the maximum extent practicable and
where approgriate, policies and protocols for the discharge of persons from publicly funded institutions
or systems of care (such as health care Tacilities, mental health facilities, foster care or other youth
facilities, or correction programs and institutions) in order to prevent this discharge from immediataly
resulting in homelessness for these persons.

Confidentiality - The State will develop and implement procedures to ensure the confidentiality of
records pertaining o any individual provided family violence prevention or treatment services under any
project assisted under the ESG program, including protection against the release of the address or
location of any family violence shelter project, except with the written authorization of the person
responsible for the operation of that shelter

The State will ensure that its subrecipients comply with the following criteria:

Major rehabilitation/conversionfrenovation — [ an emerszency shelter’s rehabilitation cosis
exceed 75 percent of the value of the building before rehabilitation, the building will be
maintained as a shelter for homeless individuals and families for a minimum of 10 years after the
date the building is first occupied by a homeless individual or family after the completed
rehabilitation. 17 the cost to comvert a building into an emergency shelter exceeds 75 percent of
the value of the building after comvarsian, the building will be maintained as a shelter for
homeless individuals and families for a minimum of 10 years after the date the building is first
occupied by & homeless individual or family after the completed conversion. In all other cases
where ESG funds are used for renovation, the building will be maintained as a shelter for
homeless individuals and families for a minimum of 3 years after the date the building is first
occupied by a homeless individuzal or family after the completed renovation.

Essential Services and Operating Costs — If ESG funds are used for shelter operations or
essential services related to streel outreach or emergency shelter, the subrecipient will provide
services or shelter to homeless individuals and families for the period during which the ESG
assistance is provided, without regard to a particular site or structure, so long the applicant serves
the same type of persons (e.g., families with children, unaccompanied youth, veterans, disabled
individuals, or victims of domestic violence) or persons in the same geographic area.

Renovation — Any renovation carried out with ESG assistance shall be sufficient to
ensure that the building involved is safe and sanitary.

Supportive Services — The subrecipient will assist homeless individuals in abtaining permanent
housing, appropriate supportive services {(including medical and mental health treatment,
counseling, supervision, and other services essential for achieving independent living), and other
Federal State, local, and private assistance available for such individuals.
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Homeless Persons Involvemant — To the maximum extent practicabla, the subrecipient will
imvolve, through employment, volunteer services, or otherwise, homeless individuals and
families in constructing, renovating, maintaining, and operating Tacilities assisted under ESG, in
providing services assisted under the ESG program, and in providing services for occupants of
facilities assisted ESG.

Consolidated Plan — All activities the subrecipient undertakes with assistance under ESG are
consistent with the State’s current HUD-approved consolidated plan.

@ﬁﬂﬁ g@/‘" Date 04/21/2023

Signatiere of Authorized Official Date
Director
Title
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APPENDIX TO CERTIFICATIONS

INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING LOBBYING CERTIFICATION:

Lobbying Certification

This certification is a maierial representation of Tact upan which reliance was placed when
this transaction was made or entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite
for making or entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.5. Code,
Ay person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of
not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for eech such failure.
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'_—I ek R_ M

B Was ! prawidy esplenalivr 293 sileckh
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Wiew Burden Statemeant

D88 Mumber: 4040-0004
Expiration Dabs: 12312022

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* 1. Type O Submssion * 7 Type o Applcation * H Resmsion, select appropnale lenens)
OIPveappication Olew [

Daaplication Cicentinuation * Dther (Specky}:
(DIChangediCorrectsd Applicalion CiRewision |

= 3, Db Foecaived 4. Agplicarn kenifier

Sa, Pegeral Ergity idemifier: By, Fecheral sywand iderifier

| | |

State Use Only:

6.Dawe Recetved by State: [ | | 7. State Applcation ideniiter: |

B, APPLICANT INFORMATION:

“a.LegalMame; palne State Housing Authorit

* . EmployenTaxgeger identibcaion Mumber [EIMTIN

il Address:

* Sreall:

Sl

* Gty

CourggPansh:

Praincs:

* Couning:

* Zig ) Prstal Codie

Q4330-4633 |

&, Orpanizational Linit:

Diepammen Hama; Divison Mame;

1. Mame and contact information of person ta be canacied on matters invalving this applical

Micilln Marme r |

* Last Mama r\:.-:.:-..:.

el S—

Tl |'_ cector

Qrganatianal Asiliatnn

* Tebephone Mumber: [207-626-4600 Fax Humber:

« Email: [frenranimainchansing. ore
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

*4. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

| At State Governmant

Type of Apphcant 2: Select Applicant Typs=

Type of Apphcant 3: Selsct Applicant Type

* Oither [spacifyl

* 10, Mame of Federal Agency:

|:.: Pepartnent of Housing and Urban Development

11. Cataleg of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

D

GO, Tite:

HOME Imwastment Partnership Frogram

12, Funding Oppartunity Numbar:

T

13, Compatition kdentilication Number:

Titlsar

14, Areas AMected by Project (Cities, Countied, Stabes, etc.):

Add Atachment Drzilerier ATtEChmeant Wiew Altachment

* 15. Descriptive Titke of Applicant’s Project

HOME, See Consclidated Plan

ARSCH suppering docurments as S s in agercy rEuclions
add Attachments | Dalete Attachmants | | view Attachmants
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

16. Congressianal Dvstricts Of:

Sl S— e

Amsch an ackebtional §e of ProgramdPropect Congreasional [Harcts f ek
Add Aftachment Dalate Attachmant | Wiew Anachment |

17, Propossd Praject:

S — S —

18. Estimated Funding (5):

* & Federal [;,;a', T

* b Applicann

"¢ Slale

* . (e

*i. Program noome

|

[ |

[ |

*dl. Logal | |
I |

I |

" TOTAL

* 16, = Application Subject to Review By Siate Under Exscutive Ovder 12372 Process?

(Da. This appleation was made avallable o the State under the Exacutive Onder 12372 Process for raviaw on I:l
OD Program I5 subyect to B, 12377 ot has nof bean sekacied by the Stane for review,

Oie. Program = not covered by E.O. 12372,

*20. = the Applicant Delnguent On Any Federal Debe? (I *Yes,” provide explanation in atachment.)
Cives e

If “¥es®, prosicke explanatian and attach

[ Adid Attachment Dbt Attachment Wiew Aachmen

1. *Bry signing this application, | certify (1) to the sistements contained in the list of certifications*™ amnd (2) that the stabements
herein are true, complebe and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | also provide the required assurances* and agree to comply
weith ary resulting terms if L accept am award. | am avware that any false, fotiticus, or frasdulent statements or clasms may subject
me ta eriminal, ciwil, or administrates penalies. (U5, Code, Ticke 218, Secticn 1001)

G | AGREE

* The kst of centiications and JSSUrAnCes, O an inemet s where you may obtan tis B2, i comtaned in the announcement o agency speciic
nslnactions

Authonzed Representative:

Frefu | Hi. * First Mame: |'.-::.'.ﬂ_ |

Mucidle Mame: 'F |

* Lask Marme; |'_-'.‘-.'.:'.|.'. |

Sa e |

*Tée  [irectos ]

* Telephane fumber: 772254200 | FaxMumber: [207-624-5702
*Email: [Ibcennangnainehous

* Signature of Authoiosd Representative: M i = Date Signed:
gg (e 42172023

Annual Action Plan
2023

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 09/30/2021)

195



‘Wierw! Burden Stabement

ASSURANCES - CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS OB Mumber: A040-0005

Expiration Date: D2282025

Public reporiing busden Tor this callection af informadion is estimated to average 15 minuies per response, incuding time far reviewing
msiructions, searching exisbng data sources, gathering and mamiaining the data needed, and completng and reviewing the collection of
miormation. Send comments regarding the burdan estamate of any ather aspect of this collection of slormation, inchedng suggestions Tar
reducing this burden, to the Office of Managemant and Budget, Papensork Reducton Project (0348-0042), Washington, DT 20503,

FLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND
BUDGET. SEMD IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGEMCY.

Cenaln of these assurances may nol be applicabile 1o your profect of program. I you have questons, please contact the
Awarding Agency. Further, certain Federal assistance awarding agencies may require applicants to certty to addtional
assurances, If such is the case, you will be notified,

MNOTE:

A the duly authorized representatve of the applicant:, | certty that the applicant:

1

5,

i,

Previois Ediion Lisable

Has the legal authority 10 apply for Federal assistance, & Will comply with the Intergovermmental Parsonnal Act
and the instiutanal, managerial and inanoal capability of 1970 (42 U,5.C, S54T72E-4763) relating to prescribed
{including funds sufficient 1o pay the non-Federal share standards of ment systems for programs funded

ol project cosls) 1o ensure proper planning, under one of the 19 statutas or regulatons specified in
management and completan of project described o Appendic A of OPKM's Standands lor a Merit System of
this applicaticn. Persannel Administration (5 C.F.R. 900, Subpart F).
Will give the awarding agency, the Compiroller General 4. 'Will comply with the Lead-Based Faint Poisoning

ol the United States and, it approgeiate, the State, Prevention Acd {42 L.5.C. 554801 el seq.) which

the mght to examine all records, books, papers, or prohibits the use of lead-based paint in construction or
documents refated to the assistance; and will establish rehabhilitation of residence structures,

1 proper accounting system in accordance with

penerally acceptad socounting standards or Ggency 10. Wil comply with &ll Federal statutes relating o mon-

directives.

Will mod dispose of, modify the use of, or change te
terms of the real property tille or othar interest in the
site and facilies withoul permission and mstructions
from the ewarding agency. Will record the Federal
awarding agency directives and will inchede a covenant
im o Lithe of real property acouined in whole of in gt
with Federal assistance funds to assure non-
discramination during the useful e of the project.

Will comply with the requirements of the assistance
awarding agency with regard 1o the drafling, review and
approval of construction plans and specifications.

Will prowite and maintain compelent and adequate
engineering supervision &t the consiructon site to
ensure that the complate work conforms with the
approvid plans and specifications and wil lumish

progressive repons and such other information &3 may be

requirad by the assistance awarding agency or Stabe.
Will mitiate and complse the work within the applicable

firme frame after recespl of approval of the awandng agency.

Will establish safeguards to prohibit employess from
using their positions for a purpose that constilutes or
presents the appearance of parsonal of arganizatonal
conflct of interest, o personal gain.

discriminabion. These mclude but &re not limited to: (a)
Title W of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L 88-352)
wiich prohibils discrimination on the basis of race,
color or national origin; (b) Tite 1% of the Education
Amendments of 1972, as amendead (20 U.5.C. BE1881
1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits dscrirmination
an the basis of sex; (c) Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation &ct of 1973, as amendad {29) LL.S.C
g794), which prohibig discrimination on he basis of
handicaps; (d} the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as
amended (42 .5.C. §§5101-6107), which prohibats
digserimination on the basis of age; (&) e Drug Abuse
Office and Treatment Act of 1972 (P.L. 92-255), as
amended relating to nondiscimination on the basis of
drug abuse; (1) the Comprehensive Alcahol Abuse and
Alconolism Presention, Treatment and Rehabilitation
Act of 1970 (P L. 91-616), as amended, relating to
nondiscrimination on e bsis ol alcohol abuse o
alcoholism; (g) §5523 and 527 of the Publc Health
Sanice Actof 1912 {42 U.S.C. §5290 dd-3 and 290 ee
3), as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcohaol
and drug abuse patient reconds; (h) Title WIIl af the
Civil Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.5.C. §53601 et seq.), a5
armended, relating o nondiscrimination in thi sae,
rental or fmancing of housing; (1) any other
nondiscrimination provisions in the specifiic stabws{s)
under which apglication for Federal assstance is being
rmade; and {j) the: reguirements of any other
nondiscrimination statuefs) which may applhy 1o the
application,

authonzed tor Local Reproducton Standard Form 4240 (Rew. 7-497)

Frescringd by OMB Circular A-102
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11.

‘Will comply, or has already complied, with the
requirermiends of Titkes Il and 11 of the Uniform Relocation
Azsistance and Real Propery Acquistion Polices act of
1870 (P.L. 91-646) which provide for fair and equitable
treatment of parsons displaced or whose property is
acquired as a resull of Federal and bederally-assisied
programs. These requirements apply to all interests in real
property acquired for project purposes regardiess of
Federal paricipation in purchases,

Federal actions 1o State {Clean Alr) implementation
Plans under Section 176(c) of the Clean Air Act of

1955, as amended (42 LL.5.C. 557401 el seq.); (1)
pratecton of underground sources of drinking water
under the Safe Dnnking Water Act of 1974, as
armended (PL. 93-523); and, (h) protiection of
endangered species under the Endangered Species At
of 1973, as amended (P.L. 93-205).

. . 16. Wil complhy with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of
12, will 'EUIT“}' with the FH'U'I"EIUI'IEﬂfﬂ'IE Hatch Act fE Us.C 1968 {15 L.5.C. 551271 &1 m] related to pﬂ.‘.iTﬁl.‘.‘]lng
EE1601-1508 and 7324-7228) which limit the politicad components or poential companents of the netional
activities of employees whose principal employment wild and scanic rivars system
activities are funded in whole or in part with Federal funds. '
) : . . 17, Wil assist the mwarding agency in assuring comphance
13, Will comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Davis- with Section 106 ol rheghlahnnal Higiaric ﬁe&emam
Bacon Act {40 LL.5.C. §5276a w0 276a-7), the Copeland Act Act of 1966, as amended {18 U.S.C. §470), EO 11593
{40 U.5.C. §276c and 18 U.S.C. §374), and the Contract {iderification and protection of historic propertias), and
‘Work Hours and Safety Standards Act (40 105.C, BEZIT- the Archasolagical and Hesiorc Preservation Act of
A3} reganding |abor standedds for lederally-fassted 1974 (16 U.5.C. 65469a-1 et seq).
construction subagreemants.
18. Wil causa to be performed the reqguired financial and
14, Wil compdy with flood inswrance purchase requiremants of coemphance audig in Atcordance with the Single Audit
Section 102(a) of the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 Act Amendments of 1996 and OME Circular Mo. A-133,
(P.L. 93-234) which requires recipients in & special flood *audits of States, Local Governmants, and Mon-Frafit
hazard area to participate in the program and to purchase Orgarnizations,”
Rood insurance il the iolal cost of ingwrable construction
and acquesition is 10,000 or more, 19.  'Will comply with all apphcable requirements of all other
15, Will comply with enwironmental = which may be g?;:::llnlg&?:l-smﬁu"w orders, regulations, and policies
prescribed pursuant to the following: (a) instiktion of PSR
Eriranmental qua_llt.- conlrol measures under e Nabonal 20, 'Will comply with the requiremants of Saction 106(g) of
Erviranmenial F!:I|I|:-].' #Act of 1969 (P.L. D1- ) ) thae Traficking Victims Proteclion Act (TWPA) of 2000, as
100y and Executive Order (EQ) 11514; {b) notification amandad (22 U.5.C. 7104) which prohibita grant award
af wigkating facililies pursuant i EC 11736, (¢) recipiants or a sub-recipient from {1} Engaging in severe
protection of wetlands pursuant to EC 11880; {d} ferrms of trafficking in persons during the period of tme
evaluation of flnod hazards in Aoodplains in accordance that the award @ n elfect (2) Procunng & commercial ses
with EQ 11988, (g) assurance of progect conssiency act during the period of me that the award is in affect or
with the approved Siale manapement program (3) Using foread Eabor in the perfarmance of e award of
developed under the Coastal Zone Management Act of subawards under the awarnd.
1972 (16 L.5.C. 551451 et seq.)) (N conlorrty of
SIGMATURE OF AUTHORIZED CERTIFYING OFFICIAL TITLE
@M ; 5 i ‘ l:u.rl::'.:r |
APPLICANT ORGANIZATICN DATE SUBMITTED
|:"k~'.rl.' State Housing Authority | l.‘l:ll:-: 4212023 |

SF-4240 (Rerw. 7-B7) Back
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Wiew Burden Statemeant

D88 Mumber: 4040-0004
Expiration Dabs: 12312022

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* 1. Type O Submssion * 7 Type o Applcation * H Resmsion, select appropnale lenens)
OIPveappication Olew [

Daaplication Cicentinuation * Dther (Specky}:
(DIChangediCorrectsd Applicalion CiRewision |

= 3, Db Foecaived 4. Agplicarn kenifier

Sa, Pegeral Ergity idemifier: By, Fecheral sywand iderifier

| | | ez

State Use Only:

6.Dawe Recetved by State: [ | | 7. State Applcation ideniiter: |

B, APPLICANT INFORMATION:

“a.LegalMame; palne State Housing Authorit

* . EmployenTaxgeger identibcaion Mumber [EIMTIN

il Address:

* Sreall:

Sl

* Gty

CourggPansh:

Praincs:

* Couning:

* Zig ) Prstal Codie

Q4330-4633 |

&, Orpanizational Linit:

Diepammen Hama; Divison Mame;

1. Mame and contact information of person ta be canacied on matters invalving this applical

Micilln Marme r |

* Last Mama r\:.-:.:-..:.

el S—

Tl |'_ cector

Qrganatianal Asiliatnn

* Tebephone Mumber: [207-626-4600 Fax Humber:

« Email: [frenranimainchansing. ore
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

*4. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

| At State Governmant

Type of Apphcant 2: Select Applicant Typs=

Type of Apphcant 3: Selsct Applicant Type

* Oither [spacifyl

* 10, Mame of Federal Agency:

|:.: Pepartnent of Housing and Urban Development

11. Cataleg of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

R

GO, Tite:

Energency Soluticns Granmt (ESG)progran

12, Funding Oppartunity Numbar:

T

13, Compatition kdentilication Number:

Titlsar

14, Areas AMected by Project (Cities, Countied, Stabes, etc.):

Add Atachment Drzilerier ATtEChmeant

Wiaw Altachment

* 15. Descriptive Titke of Applicant’s Project

E5G, Ses Consolidated Flan

ARSCH suppering docurments as S s in agercy rEuclions
add Attachments | Dalete Attachmants | | view Attachmants
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

16. Congressianal Dvstricts Of:

Sl S— e

Amsch an ackebtional §e of ProgramdPropect Congreasional [Harcts f ek
Add Aftachment Dalate Attachmant | Wiew Anachment |

17, Propossd Praject:

S — S —

18. Estimated Funding (5):

*i. Program noome

* . Federsl fe 224,30 |
* b Applicar | |
* o Slalg l |
“dl. Lotsl | |
o, Tl | |

| |

| |

1,394,301

" TOTAL

* 16, = Application Subject to Review By Siate Under Exscutive Ovder 12372 Process?

(Da. This appleation was made avallable o the State under the Exacutive Onder 12372 Process for raviaw on I:l
OD Program I5 subyect to B, 12377 ot has nof bean sekacied by the Stane for review,

Oie. Program = not covered by E.O. 12372,

*20. = the Applicant Delnguent On Any Federal Debe? (I *Yes,” provide explanation in atachment.)

Cives e

If “¥es®, prosicke explanatian and attach

[ Adid Attachment Dbt Attachment Wiew Aachmen

1. *Bry signing this application, | certify (1) to the sistements contained in the list of certifications*™ amnd (2) that the stabements
herein are true, complebe and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | also provide the required assurances* and agree to comply
weith ary resulting terms if L accept am award. | am avware that any false, fotiticus, or frasdulent statements or clasms may subject
me ta eriminal, ciwil, or administrates penalies. (U5, Code, Ticke 218, Secticn 1001)

G | AGREE

* The kst of centiications and JSSUrAnCes, O an inemet s where you may obtan tis B2, i comtaned in the announcement o agency speciic
nslnactions

Authonzed Representative:

Frefu | Hi. * First Mame: |'.-::.'.ﬂ_ |

Mucidle Mame: 'F |

* Lask Marme; |'_-'.‘-.'.:'.|.'. |

Sa e |

‘Twe  [irecto: ]

* Telephane humber: [o7-cz6-4600 | FaxMumber: [207-624-5702 |
*Emsil; [ibcennanénainehousing org

* Signature of Authoriosd Representative: - * Date Signed:
\DM@F 4/21/2023
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Wiew Burden Statemeant

D88 Mumber: 4040-0004
Expiration Dabs: 12312022

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* 1. Type O Submssion * 7 Type o Applcation * H Resmsion, select appropnale lenens)
OIPveappication Olew [

Daaplication Cicentinuation * Dther (Specky}:
(DIChangediCorrectsd Applicalion CiRewision |

= 3, Db Foecaived 4. Agplicarn kenifier

Sa, Pegeral Ergity idemifier: By, Fecheral sywand iderifier

| | | Fra-sezz-n10m

State Use Only:

6.Dawe Recetved by State: [ | | 7. State Applcation ideniiter: |

B, APPLICANT INFORMATION:

“a.LegalMame; palne State Housing Authorit

* . EmployenTaxgeger identibcaion Mumber [EIMTIN

il Address:

* Sreall:

Sl

* Gty

CourggPansh:

Praincs:

* Couning:

* Zig ) Prstal Codie

Q4330-4633 |

&, Orpanizational Linit:

Diepammen Hama; Divison Mame;

1. Mame and contact information of person ta be canacied on matters invalving this applical

Micilln Marme r |

* Last Mama r\:.-:.:-..:.

el S—

Tl |'_ cector

Qrganatianal Asiliatnn

* Tebephone Mumber: [207-626-4600 Fax Humber:

« Email: [frenranimainchansing. ore
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

*4. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

| At State Governmant

Type of Apphcant 2: Select Applicant Typs=

Type of Apphcant 3: Selsct Applicant Type

* Oither [spacifyl

* 10, Mame of Federal Agency:

|:.: Pepartnent of Housing and Urban Development

11. Cataleg of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

[14.275

GO, Tite:

Housing Trust Fund

12, Funding Oppartunity Numbar:

T

13, Compatition kdentilication Number:

Titlsar

14, Areas AMected by Project (Cities, Countied, Stabes, etc.):

Add Atachment Drzilerier ATtEChmeant

Wiaw Altachment

* 15. Descriptive Titke of Applicant’s Project
Formula Allscation of the Housing Trust Fund for the State of Maine,

wtion Blan contains progeam descripbions.

ARSCH suppering docurments as S s in agercy rEuclions
add Attachments | Dalete Attachmants | | view Attachmants
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

16. Congressianal Dvstricts Of:

Sl S— e

Amsch an ackebtional §e of ProgramdPropect Congreasional [Harcts f ek
Add Aftachment Dalate Attachmant | Wiew Anachment |

17, Propossd Praject:

S — S —

18. Estimated Funding (5):

* & Federal [l,'.=-'.,;'_!.".

* b Applicann

"¢ Slale

|
|
“dl. Lotsl |
o, Tl |
|

|, e, 413, 2

*i. Program noome

" TOTAL

* 16, = Application Subject to Review By Siate Under Exscutive Ovder 12372 Process?

(Da. This appleation was made avallable o the State under the Exacutive Onder 12372 Process for raviaw on I:l
OD Program I5 subyect to B, 12377 ot has nof bean sekacied by the Stane for review,

(e Program i not covered by E.0. 12372,

*20. = the Applicant Delnguent On Any Federal Debe? (I *Yes,” provide explanation in atachment.)
Cives e

If “¥es®, prosicke explanatian and attach

[ Adid Attachment Dbt Attachment Wiew Aachmen

1. *Bry signing this application, | certify (1) to the sistements contained in the list of certifications*™ amnd (2) that the stabements
herein are true, complebe and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | also provide the required assurances* and agree to comply
weith ary resulting terms if L accept am award. | am avware that any false, fotiticus, or frasdulent statements or clasms may subject
me ta eriminal, ciwil, or administrates penalies. (U5, Code, Ticke 218, Secticn 1001)

G | AGREE

* The kst of centiications and JSSUrAnCes, O an inemet s where you may obtan tis B2, i comtaned in the announcement o agency speciic
nslnactions

Authonzed Representative:

Frefu | Hi. * First Mame: |'.-::.'.ﬂ_ |

Mucidle Mame: 'F |

* Lask Marme; |'_-'.‘-.'.:'.|.'. |

Sa e |

‘Twe  [irecto: ]

* Teleghane Number: Fo7-c25-4600 | Fax Mumber: [po7-s24-5702 |
+ €mail. Fbcermanina inehouzing.org

ing.a
* Signature of Authoiosd Representative:

‘ \:Dmﬂggw_ " Date Signed:
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