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The Maine CoC and Conversations with
Senator Collins 

In December, MaineHousing Director Dan Brennan me: wi1h U.S. Senator Susan Collins in 
Wc1sl1i11y.u·1, D.C. Lu Wdlll uf µ1uµusctl HUD dI,111yes 1·Ic1l could cli111im1le ·1ousi11y lu1 11101e l1 11:111 1,200
people in Maine. 

I he proposal would slash nearly /0% ot Maine's federal homelessness tu r.dIng dedicated to
permanent supportive housing (f'SH)-about $16 millicn-rranaged by a variety of org,mizations that
r.omririsP. the st;ite's Continuum of Care (C'.oC). potentially fnrr.ing hunrtrerts of pclOf>le Ollf of thP.ir
1ousing in 2026 and closing several programs helping you:h. victims ofdomestic violence, a1d other 
vulnernhlP. rior1d;itions 

vtaineHousinQ. Coe partners. and advocates are urqing Conqress to stop what Brennan called a 
'horrifying" and 'cruer 5udden policy :;h ift. 

At a minimum, they are asking HU D to maintain current funding for one year to allow tin e to prepare
101 any 111c1ju1 clic111ye~. If i111ple111e11!ed, lhc µ1uµusc1l-cu11tmlly wilt1tl1c1w11 c111u umle1 leyi:1I cl1cille11ytl­
would cut Maine's funding for PSH tram S16 million to just $6-$7 million . 

"For the first time In my career, people are going to actually lose their rental assistance vouchers," 
Dre1nan tclc the Maine! lousing Ooard. 

As of this newsletter, HJD has not reissued its Notice of Funding Opportunity. 

In December, MaineHousing Di,-ector Dan Brennan meet with U.S. Senator Susan Collins
lu <iis<.uss uJncems uvcr a µrupU':iecJ HUD func.Jiny d1afl!J'= U1al cuu/c.J <.li::;µ/ace dS mcmy a~
1,200 Mainers who are currently stably housed. 

HEAP is Funded and Open 

vtc1i11eHuusiny's E11:l1yy 1:1II<.J Huu~iny Se1v ce~ Deµ1:11 l111e11l lic1;; 1eceiveu Mc1im1's $38 111illiu11 slIi:11e or
1he federal Low Income Heme Energy Assistance Program (HEAP), part of a $4 billion natbnal grant, 
11 e::11ly Dece1111.Je1. 

The funding arrived jus: two weeks after the end of a federal government shutdown tt->a: delayed the
FnF.rgy C.risis lntervP.ntion °rngmm (FCIP) M d hP.ightP.nP.d c:onr.P.rn for vulnP.rahlP. hn11seholds ;is 
winter began. H::AP assists tl1ousands of income-eligible Maine households with 1heir heating bills, 
primarily older adults, families with young ch ldren, and people at risk of cold.related illness. 

With support from community action agency partners statewide, more than $8 million in tieatin-J
a:;s stance wa, paid to fuel vendors on b,:)half of over 15,000 Maine household:; in December, within a
week of our receiving the HEAP grant. The program remains cpen and is accepting appli::ations. 

The departrrent is also advancing its Weathenzaton Programs. In October, MaineHoJsing partne·ed
with F&E Builders and Community Concepts Inc. to host a three day dense pack insulation t·aining in
Winthrop for more t1an 30 contractors and tecnnical staff. 

The training coincided with National Weatheriza:ion Day and supported the construction of homes 
:hrough the USDA Rural Development Mutual Self.Help Housing Program. In the photo below, an 
nsulation technician with F&E smiles through a self-contained respirator as he demonstrates dense­
pack blown insulation techniques.
------------.._ .. 

First Homebuyer Goals Met and Exceeded in
2025 

vtaineHousing's Homeownership Department has once again broken its own records for loan volume
{$321 million) and has exceeded it:; goals for the total number of First Home mortg3ge5 (1,274)
purchased by the agency this year 

'/',s we wI1:1µ uµ 2025, we will hc:ive ·1elpetl 1,274 fi1sl-li111e l1u111el.Juye1s c1cli iev:l ll iei1 yuc1I or
1omeownership, thousards of potential buyers have atended our Homebuyer education classes, a1d
1undreds more attended our Firancial _iteracy classes," MaineHousing Director of Homeow1ership
Patricia Harriman said. "The team in Homeownership held Realtor training classes, yearly lender 
·efresher dasses, and enq:1ged with new lerders wanting to be pan of our P'OQram invitInQ five to join 
n 2025, with additional applications pencing for 2026." 

A Strong Pipeline and Momentum for
Affordable Housing 

vtc1i11eHuusi11y's DevelU[JIIJelll Depc:11~11e11l celelm1leu uui::ens ul µ1ojecl U[Jtrni11ys l11i::; fi:111 c:illtl is Ull 
1rack to help deliver more than 800 new affordable homes statewide by the end of 2025. 

. lusi hP.forP. Th;inksgiving, l.i1i=lineH011sing-;ilongsirtP. Governor .l;inet Mills' offic:e-annonnrnrt the final
?025 state and federal tax credit awards, financing arother :lOD affordable homes. These projects add
to ;in ;ilre;i1y s11hstantial riir>P.linP. nf morP. th;in 3,400 affnrcl;ihlP. rent;i ;:;nrl homP.ownP.rshir> units 

"These developments represent a siQnificant additicn to our portfolio at a time when the need for
afforcable housing hes never been -;ireoter," soid MoineHousing Director Dan Brenna,, credijing 
sus!ained support trom Governor MIIIs and a broad, bIpartIsan group ot lawmakers. 

The eiylil p1ojecls c:illilUUllCt/U in Nuve1111.Je1 i:lle bi:ICl<.etl by $14.3 111illiu11 ill reue1dl clflU Sli:lle 1:1ffu1tlc:1ble
1ousing tax credit,. Since the State Affordable Housing Tax Credit Vias enacted in 2020, MaineHousing 
·I1:1s c1lloec1letl $65.5 111illio11 lo suµpu1 l the cu11sl1ucliu11 01 µ1eseJ1tcilio11or982 ciffu1tl1:1 1.Jle 1e11lc1I l10111es 

MaineHousing joined Governor Janet Mills in celebrating the opening ofWilbur Woods in November.
TIie 5-acre developmentby GreenMars teatures 21 single-family nomes for purchase uncJer the
l\ffordab/e Homeownership Program ;ind an additional 18 unit affordable rental propGrty in Brunswick, 
Maine. 

Looking Ahead to 2026 

As we head into the new year, we thank our partners and highlight a few Key items to watch n 2026 

- Housing Finance: [fforts are underway to make Maine's state low-income housing tax credij 
permanent Tre program, widely regarded as one of the strongest in the nation, is set to expire, but 
bipar1isan suppor1 in Augusta is building momentum to extend it. 

. Housing Data and Dashboards: Ma1neHcu~ing will continue exp3nding i\5 public-facing housing
metrics m 20:.iti, including updates to the homeownership attordatJIlIty dashboard, which compares
median r omc prices to me:lian income:; across Maine to bolter assess local affordability. 

Strategic Planning: MaineHousing's new three year Strategic Plan will be released in early 2026.
The plan outlines agency priorities, milestones, and performance measures, and sets a clear 
operational frarrewor~ :o guide and focus the agency's work throLgh 2027 and 2028 . 

. State Housing Bond Wor,1 nf ;i housing hond for 11,1;:iinP. votP.rs to r.onsi<iP.r i1 ::>O?fi is st;irting to 
percolate at the Mane _egislature, and a t:road coalition of state l:iwmakers from all parts of Maine is 
r.ommiltP.rl lo kP.P.ping our momP.nt11m on ;iffnrd;ihle housing ::reation going If arri·ovecl and P.nrtnrsP.d
by vuta::;, Uus wuulu fu11u pIuve·I l1uusi11g uevelup111e11l µ1uyI c:1n swell inlu 2027, 2028, c111tl L>1,yo11tl. 

Work ng together, we can build the affordable 1ousing future Mainers deserve. 

ABOUT MAINEHOUSING: 

MaineHoLsing is a mission-driven, independent, quasi-state agency created in 1969 by
the Maine State LegislatLre to address the problems of unsafe, unsuitable, overcrowded, 
dlltl unaffur1.lc:II.Jle t1uu~i r1 y. A $3.1 uilliu11 ri11c:1r1cial ir1slilulio11 wilh d ~laff ur uver 180
people, MaineHousing is governed by a 10-member Board of Commissioners appointed by
lhe Guverr1u1. Eddi year MdirieHuu~iriy a~;;i~b irure lha11 90,000 Maine tiuu~ehultl~ Lu 
buy, heat , rent, and repai r their homes while also investing more than S750 mill ion in the 
Maine economy. 

FOR MORE CNFORMATION: 

COMMUNICATIONS DI RECTOR SCOTT THJSTLE 

STHISTLE@MAINEHOUSING.ORG

207-62-1-5799 

"laine State Housino Authority :·MaineHousino") does mt disaimhate on :he basis of protec:ed classes under the
~ppl cable federal and state rondiscrimination laws:, in the admission or access to, or trectment ir, ts pro;,rams and 
~ctivities and h emp oyment. MaineHousin~ will provide appropriate. communication auxiliary aids ;nd services upon
suffi:ient notice. MaineHousing will also pro11ide th is document in alternat ive formats upon sufficient notice. 
"laim:!HUU!)illy lid::; t.l 1::::;i;,,11c:1l~tl U1t: follJwiuy µer:,011 •~~µ011:>il.ll~ ro1 u •ou.li11dli11y l.::.1111µlic:1m.:~ will c:1µplit.:c:1li le f~t.1~1dl c:111ll

state nondiscrimination require11ents and a:lcres~ing gr evances: Kelley ~tonebraker, Maine state Housing Authority, io
::d ison Drive. Augusta, Maine 04330, Telephone Number 1-800-452-4668 (vo ice in state orly), (207) 626-4600 (voice),
"laine Relay 711, er Email ECJUcl.Access®mainehousino.oro. 
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