
Characteristics of  
Housing in Maine
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The aging of baby boomers will continue to 
raise Maine’s overall median age. By 2032, 
all age cohorts under 60 will be less than 6% 
of the total population.  

Older people often live 
in houses that are not 
easily accessible, are not 
energy efficient, and are 
expensive or labor intensive 
to maintain. The aging of 
Maine’s population will 
shape our housing needs in 
the future.
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Average household size has leveled off 
in recent years after declining through 
the latter decades of the 20th century. 

As a percent of all households, those with a single 
parent or head of household rose from 2000 to 2010.  
Since that time, however, they have begun to decline. 
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Source: US Census: HCT008 2000 SF2 & HCT8 2010 SF2

19
.3

%

18
.5

%

52
.7

%

48
.4

%

81
.1

%

81
.1

%

83
.5

%

82
.3

%

76
.2

%

76
.1

%80
.7

%

81
.5

%

47
.3

%

51
.6

%

18
.9

%

18
.9

%

16
.5

%

17
.7

% 23
.8

%

23
.9

%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

2000 2010 2000 2010 2000 2010 2000 2010 2000 2010

15-24 years 25-34 years 45-54 years 55-64 years 65+ years

Pe
rc

en
t O

w
ne

rs
 a

nd
 R

en
te

rs
 b

y 
A

ge
: 2

00
0 

-2
01

0

Own Rent

Percent of Owned and Rented Households
2000 and 2010

by Age of Occupant

From 2000 to 2010 all age groups gained in their 
share of rental housing with the exception of 
heads of household aged 45-54. Rental vacancy 
and homeownership rates both have continued to 
decline, raising the question of a permanent shift 
to renting.
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Lack of access to the internet limits social interaction 
and access to many important resources such as job 
listings, health information, and financial information. 

Total Population in Owned Housing Units
0 - 1286

1287 - 2263

2264 - 3233

3234 - 4617

4618 - 7201

¯

Source: US Census, 2013 5-Year American Community Survey, Table B25008

Total Population in Rental Housing Units
0 - 563

564 - 1135

1136 - 1860

1861 - 2944

2944 - 4782

¯

Source: US Census, 2013 5-Year American Community Survey, Table B25008

Source: US Census, 5-Year American Community Survey, Table B25036

    Built 2000 or
after

    Built 1980 to
1999

    Built 1960 to
1979*

    Built 1940 to
1959

    Built 1939 or
earlier

Owned 55,612 118,077 86,303 47,377 90,143
Rented Unit 13,294 34,420 35,061 20,219 53,317
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Year Structure Built: Owned and Rented Homes

60% of the housing stock in Maine was built prior to 1980. Older 
houses require more upkeep, are less energy efficient, include the 
widespread use of lead paint, and have fewer modern amenities. 


