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The Trust is the independent administrator  

for energy efficiency and alternative energy 
resources programs in Maine 

 

The Trust’s Mission is: 

– To lower the cost and environmental 
impacts of energy in Maine by 
promoting cost-effective, customer-
sited, energy efficiency and alternative 
energy systems  
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Typical Residential Energy Use 
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space heating  

water heating 

appliances 

lighting 

electronics, etc. 



HOME ENERGY SAVINGS PROGRAM 

HESP 
The Home Energy Savings Program 
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• Maine homes are too leaky 
– Average Maine home is leakier than similar homes in CT or VT 

– Sampled homes scored between 3.6 to 55 Air Changes per Hour 
(ACH) at 50 Pascals depressurization 

– Newly built homes must meet standards in IECC (7.0) 

 



Program Elements 

1. Rebates    

2. Financing  

3. Vendor Locator  

4. Trusted Information 
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HESP Energy Upgrade Menu 
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Financing 

8 

• Loans from $1,000 to $25,000 

• No Fees 

• 4.99% / 5.99% APR Fixed 

• 5, 10, 15, 20 year terms 

• Air sealing & Assessment plus at least one Eligible Upgrade 

– Heat Pumps, Insulation, Boilers 

 



EMT’s Online, Searchable Vendor List 
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Listed vendors must 
have proper 
insurance, proper 
licenses, and sign a 
code of conduct. 



Contractor Locator Tool 
Webpage: At Home>Find a Residential Registered Vendor 
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Trusted 
Information 



Contractor Locator Tool 
Webpage: At Home>Fid a Residential Registered Vendor 
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Contractor Locator Tool 
Webpage: At Home>Fid a Residential Registered Vendor 
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CONSUMER PRODUCTS 
PROGRAM 
• Appliances 

• Lighting 



Market Share for Low Income Homes 
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Opportunity for High-Efficiency Electric 

Water Heaters 
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Data Units and References 

551,000 Households (US Census) 

* 35% Electric water heaters (est.) 

~200,000 Electric water heaters (est.) 

÷ 13 yr Measure life (per GE) 

15,000/yr Replace on burnouts, per year 

+ 1,000 New homes (35% * ~2,500/yr) 

16,000/yr 
 

Electric water heaters sold per year in Maine 



Recent Results  
for Heat Pump Water Heaters 
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Recent Results 
Other Efficient Appliance Rebates 
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Lighting Program 

• Measures - CFLs and dimmable LEDs 

• Limits 

– Energy Star Maximum 20 bulbs per purchase (use in Maine 
verified for waivers) 

• Incentives 

– Marked down to prices below incandescents/halogens 

– In-store rebate for stores that can’t track markdowns 
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Maine’s Baseline Lighting Market 
(Residential) 
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Incandescent Bulbs Available, Marketed in Stores 

EMT Discounted, 
Efficient Alternative 
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Family Dollar 
Skowhegan, ME 
March 11, 2015 

Sunbeam 60W 
Incandescent 



Average Rebate per Bulb 
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Program History - Annual Sales 
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2015 Evaluation found 16% of surveyed 
CFL customers were LIHEAP-eligible 



Non-market-based Efficiency Programs 
for Low-Income Mainers 

• CFL offerings at food pantries 

• Direct installation of appliances/supplemental 
heaters 

• Issues 

– High Cost 

– Equity 

• There is not sufficient funding to give all eligible homes 
equal coverage 
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Issues and Ideas 

• Enhance amount of incentives for identifiable, eligible, low-
income customers;  
– Air sealing 
– Insulation 
– Supplemental Heaters 

• Lower Program Costs, Improve Fairness 
– Increase customer involvement in choices/selecting upgrades 
– Apply customer contributions to cost 
– Spread costs over time 

• leasing, micro-loans 

• Complementary Partnering 
– Supply efficient lights/appliances to organizations that visit 

eligible homes for direct installation 
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Contact Us: 

1-866-ES-MAINE 

www.efficiencymaine.com 

 

Thank You! 
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