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ASSET MANAGEMENT  
NOTICE 

2010-01 
ISSUED:  January 6, 2010 

    
 

TO:       All Property Owners, Managers and Resident Service Coordinators 
 

FROM:      Robert Conroy, Director of Asset Management 
 

 

TOPICS 
 
SECTION I:        IRS Announces 2010 Standard Mileage Rates 
 
SECTION II:      Enterprise Income Verification (EIV) – Mandatory Effective January 31, 2010    
                                                                 SECOND REMINDER 
 
SECTION III:     December 2009 EIV Instructional Course Posted 
 
SECTION IV:     LD 1497: An Act to Amend the Law Pertaining to Smoke Detectors and Carbon 
                              Monoxide Detectors 
 
SECTION V:       MaineHousing’s Lead Hazard Control Program 
 

 
 

SECTION I:   IRS Announces 2010 Standard Mileage Rates 
 

The Internal Revenue Service has issued the 2010 standard mileage rates to be used to calculate the 
deductible costs of operating an automobile for business, charitable, medical and moving purposes.
 
Beginning January 1, 2010, the standard mileage rates for the use of a car (including vans, pickups 
and panel trucks) is: 
 
 50 cents per mile for business miles driven 
 16.5 cents per mile driven for medical or moving purposes; and 
 14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable organizations 

 
Pursuant to HUD Handbook 4350.3, Rev. 1, Change 3, Exhibit 5-3, transportation to and from 
treatment and lodging are allowable medical expense deductions.  The actual cost of the 
transportation (e.g. bus fare, cab fare) or the mileage rate, if driving, is based on the IRS rules or 
other acceptable standards.  Please note that the medical mileage per mile allowance decreased 
from 24 cents in 2009 to 16.5 cents in 2010. 
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SECTION II:     Enterprise Income Verification (EIV) – Mandatory Effective January 31, 2010 
                                                                       SECOND REMINDER 
 

Use of the Enterprise Income Verification (EIV) System for Multifamily Housing Programs will 
become mandatory on January 31, 2010, the effective date of the “Refinement of Income and Rent 
Determination Requirements in Public and Assisted Housing Programs – Final Rule” published in 
the Federal Register on January 27, 2009 (FR-4998-F-02). 
 

In order to meet the deadline for using EIV and to avoid penalties relating to noncompliance with 
the Final Rule, owners and management agents who do not have access to EIV must act now by 
taking the steps outlined below. 
 

STEP 1:  Determine EIV Role 
When applying for the initial EIV access rights, applicants must first decide what their role will be 
in EIV; whether they will be an EIV Coordinator (HSC) or an EIV Users (HSU), as the application 
process is different depending on their role.  An EIV Coordinator has the same functionality in 
EIV as an EIV User but also has the administrative functions of assigning access rights to EIV 
Users and recertifying their EIV Users on a biannual basis. 
 

STEP 2:  Application Process for Coordinators 
When applying for EIV access rights as an EIV Coordinator (HSC), an applicant must: 
1.  Be a WASS Coordinator and have an active WASS ID (M-ID) that was assigned to them by  
     HUD, based on owner authorization; 
2.  Have a written owner authorization (letter of approval) to access EIV on the owner’s behalf for 
     their property(ies); 
3.  Complete and submit a hardcopy Coordinator Access Authorization Form (CAAF) to HUD’s  
     Multifamily Helpdesk by fax at 202-401-7984 or by email at MF_eiv@hud.gov.  You need only  
     fax pages 1, 2, and 5 of the CAAF.   Do not fax the owner letters of approval with your request.  
     Note, only one CAAF needs to be submitted per Coordinator.  A separate CAAF should not be 
     submitted for each property.  The deadline for submission in order to have access to EIV by     
      January 31, 2010, is December 15, 2009 (If you miss the deadline, you must still submit your  
      CAAF – you just run the risk that it will not be processed in time for access to be granted by  
      January 31, 2010; 
4.  Complete property assignments in EIV after receiving an approval email from the Helpdesk;  
     and 
5. Complete the EIV on-line certification process by January 15, 2010 (If you miss this deadline,  
       the Multifamily Helpdesk may not be able to certify you (the last step in the approval process)  
       by January 31, 2010. 
 

STEP 3:  Application Process for EIV Users 
Users must have an active WASS ID (M-ID)  in order to apply for access authorization rights to 
EIV.  To apply for EIV access, Users will need to complete the User Access Authorization Form 
(UAAF) in hardcopy and submit it to their assigned EIV Coordinator for approval.  The EIV 
Coordinator can approve and certify the EIV User and make the appropriate property 
assignments.  UAAFs are not to be faxed to the Multifamily Helpdesk. 
 

Detailed instructions for the application process which include how to apply for a WASS ID, 
upgrade to a WASS Coordinator role (necessary if applying as a Coordinator) and application 
forms for EIV Coordinators and EIV Users are located at: 
http://www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/mfh/rhiip/eiv/applyforeivaccess.pdf 

 

If you have any questions related to getting access to EIV, you may contact Kevin Garner on 202-
402-2057 or Zeljko Jovanovic on 202-402-3157. 
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SECTION III:   December 2009 EIV Instructional Course Posted 
 

The Enterprise Income Verification (EIV) 8.1.2/9.0 Instructional Course webcast mentioned in 
Listserv messages #199 and #185 was posted to HUD’s webcasts page at 
http://www.hud.gov/webcasts/index.cfm on December 31, 2009.  Owners and management 
agents (O/As), contract administrators and HUD staff are invited to view this webcast at their 
convenience.  The supplemental PowerPoint slides have been posted to the Multifamily EIV 
website at http://www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/mfh/rhiip/eiv/eivtraining.cfm. 
 
Please note the posted webcast indicates a live Question and Answer session will be held on 
February 3rd.  This session has since been rescheduled and will now be held on February 25, 2010 
from 11:00 EST to 1:00 EST.  This webcast will also cover the Final Rule on Refinement of 
Income and Rent Determination Requirements in Public and Assist Housing Programs.  Slides for 
this portion of the webcast will be posted prior to the webcast.  A listserv message will be sent as 
soon as the slides for this webcast are posted.   
 
RHIIP Notices:  The Multifamily Housing Rental Housing Integrity Improvement Project 
(RHIIP) Listserv provides up-to-date RHIIP related publications, news, information and 
occupancy tips in an effort to help reduce errors in rent determinations and subsidy calculations. 
 
Previous RHIIP Notices are archived under “Listserv-Multifamily RHIIP Tips” at 
http://www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/mfh/rhiip/mfhrhiip.cfm.  To sign up for the RHIIP Listserv go 
to http://www.hud.gov/subscribe/mailinglist.cfm.  
 

 
SECTION IV:  LD 1497: An Act to Amend the Law Pertaining to Smoke Detectors and Carbon  
                          Monoxide Detectors 
 

Attached please find a copy of LD 1497 that is part of the 124th Maine State Legislature’s agenda in 
the new session.  The purpose of this bill is to further clarify recently passed legislation (LD 550) 
regarding smoke and carbon monoxide detectors.  If you wish to comment on this new LD, please 
contact your legislator.  If you have questions about the proposed legislation or the law that is 
currently in effect, please contact the State Fire Marshall’s Office at 626-3873. 
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SECTION V:       MaineHousing’s Lead Hazard Control Program 
 

MaineHousing’s Lead Hazard Control Program provides 0% deferred, forgivable loans (interest 
free with no monthly payments) to make lower-income homes in Maine lead safe.    
 

The program provides eligible single family and landlords of lower-income tenants funds for lead 
safety improvements.   
 

For single family owner occupied residence up to $16,000.  The entire amount of the loan is 
forgiven after three years provided the property isn’t refinanced or sold during that time.   
 

For multi-family or single family rental properties up to $10,000 per unit with a ten unit max per 
landlord.  The entire amount of the loan is forgiven after five years, provided the property isn’t 
refinanced or sold during that time, and rental units are kept affordable. 
 

Landlords who own affordable multi-family properties that were developed before 1978 are eligible  
for this program provided that the rental units have at least two-bedrooms, and half of the rental 
units are rented to tenants earning less than 80% of the area median income and half of the tenants 
earning less than 50% of the area median income.  The rental units must be kept affordable for five 
years. 
 

For more information about this program or to apply, go to MaineHousing’s website at 
www.mainehousing.org.   Select the “Home Improvement” tab at the top of the home page.  Then 
select “Home Improvement Assistance” to the left of the screen.  You may also contact Monica 
Buck at 624-5745 or by email at mbuck@mainehousing.org.  
 

Attachements: 
 

LD 1497:  An Act to Amend the Law Pertaining to Smoke Detectors and Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors 

 

 

MAINEHOUSING NONDISCRIMINATION NOTICE 
 

Maine State Housing Authority (“MaineHousing”) does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, ancestry, age, physical or mental disability, or 
familial status in the admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its programs, and 

activities.  MaineHousing will provide appropriate communication auxiliary aids and services upon 
sufficient notice.  MaineHousing will also provide this document in alternative formats upon 

sufficient notice.  MaineHousing has designated the following person responsible for coordinating 
compliance with applicable federal and state nondiscrimination requirements and addressing 

grievances: Mary Darling, Maine State Housing Authority, 353 Water Street, Augusta, Maine 04330-
4633, Telephone Number (207) 626-4000 or 1-800-452-4668 (voice), or 1-800-452-4603 (TTY). 
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PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

An Act To Amend the Law Pertaining to Smoke
Detectors and Carbon Monoxide Detectors

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective
until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas,  smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors clearly save lives and property and
widespread use must be promoted; and

Whereas,  in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning
of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the
preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 25 MRSA §2464, sub-§2, as repealed and replaced by PL 2009, c. 162, §1, is repealed.

Sec. 2.  25 MRSA §2464, sub-§2-A  is enacted to read:

2-A.  Smoke detectors required.   The owner shall properly install, or cause to be properly
installed, in accordance with the National Electric Code and the manufacturer's requirements, smoke
detectors upon or near the ceiling in areas within, or giving access to, bedrooms in:

A.  A single-family dwelling the construction of which is completed after January 1, 1982;

B.  Each unit in a building of multifamily occupancy;

C.  An addition to or restoration of an existing single-family dwelling that adds at least one bedroom
to the dwelling and the construction of which is completed after September 19, 1985; and

D.  A conversion of a building to a single-family dwelling completed after September 19, 1985.

A smoke detector installed in a corridor within 20 feet of a kitchen or of a bathroom containing a tub or
shower must be a photoelectric-type smoke detector.

Sec. 3. 25 MRSA §2464, sub-§6, as amended by PL 2009, c. 162, §2, is further amended to
read:

6. Liability. Nothing in this section gives rise to any action against an owner required to comply
with subsection 22-A or subsection 9, paragraph A if the owner has conducted an inspection of the
required smoke detectors immediately after installation and has reinspected the smoke detectors prior
to occupancy by each new tenant, unless the owner has been given at least 24 hours' actual notice of a
defect or failure of the smoke detector to operate properly and has failed to take action to correct the
defect or failure.

Sec. 4. 25 MRSA §2464, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 162, §3, is amended to read:
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9. Rental units. In an apartmenta unit occupied under the terms of a rental agreement or under
a month-to-month tenancy:

A. At the time of each occupancy, the landlord shall provide smoke detectors if they are not already
present. The smoke detectors must be in working condition. After notification, in writing, of any
deficiencies by the tenant, the landlord shall repair or replace the smoke detectors. If the landlord did
not know and had not been notified of the need to repair or replace a smoke detector, the landlord's
failure to repair or replace the smoke detector may not be considered as evidence of negligence in a
subsequent civil action arising from death, property loss or personal injury; and

B. The tenant shall keep the smoke detectors in working condition by keeping charged batteries in
battery-operatedthe smoke detectors, by testing the smoke detectors periodically and by refraining
from disabling the smoke detectors.; and

C.  The landlord may install 10-year sealed tamper-resistant battery-powered smoke detectors if the
unit is a single-family dwelling.

Sec. 5. 25 MRSA §2464, sub-§10, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 162, §4, is amended to read:

10. Transfer of dwelling. A person who, after October 31, 2009, acquires by sale or exchange a
single-family dwelling or a multiapartment building shall certify at the closing of the transaction that the
dwelling or multiapartment building is provided with smoke detectors in accordance with this section.
This certification must be signed and dated by the purchaser. The smoke detectors must be installed, in
accordance with the National Electric Code and the manufacturer's requirements, upon or near the ceiling
in areas within, or giving access to, bedrooms. The smoke detectors must be powered by the electrical
service in the building, either by being hardwired or plugged into an electrical outlet, and by battery.

A person may not have a claim for relief against a property owner, a property purchaser, an authorized
agent of a property owner or purchaser, a person in possession of real property or a smoke detector installer
for any damages resulting from the proper operation, maintenance or effectiveness of a smoke detector.

Violation of this subsection does not create a defect in title.

Sec. 6. 25 MRSA §2468, sub-§1, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 162, §5, is amended to read:

B. "ElectricalPowered by the electrical service" means powered by a battery and either a device
plugged into an electrical outlet or hardwired.

Sec. 7. 25 MRSA §2468, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 162, §5, is amended to read:

2. Carbon monoxide detectors required. The owner shall install, or cause to be installed,
by the manufacturer's requirements at least one approved carbon monoxide detector in each area within,
or giving access to, bedrooms in:

A. Each apartmentunit in any building of multifamily occupancy;
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B. Any addition to or restoration of an existing single-family dwelling that adds at least one bedroom
to the dwelling unit; and

C. Any conversion of a building to a single-family dwelling.

A carbon monoxide detector must be powered both by the electrical service in the building or dwelling
and by battery.

Sec. 8. 25 MRSA §2468, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 162, §5, is amended to read:

4. New construction. A person who constructs a single-family dwelling shall install at least one
carbon monoxide detector in each area within, or giving access to, any bedroom in the dwelling. The
carbon monoxide detector must be powered both by the electrical service in the dwelling and by battery.

Sec. 9. 25 MRSA §2468, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 162, §5, is amended to read:

5. Rental units. In an apartmenta unit occupied under the terms of a rental agreement or under
a month-to-month tenancy:

A. At the time of each occupancy, the landlord shall provide carbon monoxide detectors if they are
not already present. The carbon monoxide detectors must be in working condition. After notification,
in writing, of any deficiencies by the tenant, the landlord shall repair or replace the carbon monoxide
detectors. If the landlord did not know and had not been notified of the need to repair or replace a
carbon monoxide detector, the landlord's failure to repair or replace the carbon monoxide detector
may not be considered as evidence of negligence in a subsequent civil action arising from death,
property loss or personal injury; and

B. The tenant shall keep the carbon monoxide detectors in working condition by keeping the
carbon monoxide detectors connected to the electrical service in the building, by keeping charged
batteries in battery-operated carbon monoxide detectors, by testing the carbon monoxide detectors
periodically and by refraining from disabling the carbon monoxide detectors.

This subsection does not apply to a hotel, motel, inn or bed and breakfast licensed as an eating and lodging
place under Title 22, chapter 562.

Sec. 10. 25 MRSA §2468, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 162, §5, is amended to read:

6. Transfer of dwelling. A person who, after October 31, 2009, acquires by sale or exchange
a single-family dwelling or a multiapartment building shall certify at the closing of the transaction that
the dwelling or multiapartment building is provided with carbon monoxide detectors in accordance with
this section. This certification must be signed and dated by the purchaser. The carbon monoxide detectors
must be installed according to the manufacturer's requirements in each area within, or giving access to,
bedrooms and must be powered both by the electrical service in the dwelling or building and by battery.
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A person may not have a claim for relief against a property owner, a property purchaser, an authorized
agent of a property owner or purchaser, a person in possession of real property or a carbon monoxide
detector installer for any damages resulting from the proper operation, maintenance or effectiveness of
a carbon monoxide detector.

Violation of this subsection does not create a defect in title.

Sec. 11.  PL 2009, c. 162, §6  is amended to read:

Sec. 6. Transfer funds from Department of Public Safety, Office of the State Fire
Marshal. The Commissioner of Public Safety shallmay transfer up to $100,000 from the Department
of Public Safety, Office of the State Fire Marshal for the purpose of purchasing carbon monoxide
detectors for distribution through the Maine State Housing Authority, community action agencies, local
fire departments, associations representing realtors and any other organizations that could be used to
promote the placement of carbon monoxide detectors in homes. Only organizations that are willing and
have the ability to properly install these detectors are eligible to participate in this program. Purchase of
carbon monoxide detectors may not be made, or a contract executed, without the approval of the Director
of the Bureau of General Services within the Department of Administrative and Financial Services.

Sec. 12. Appropriations and allocations. The following appropriations and allocations are
made.

PUBLIC SAFETY, DEPARTMENT OF

Fire Marshal - Office of 0327

Initiative: Provides one-time funding for the purchase of carbon monoxide detectors and educational
materials.

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2009-10 2010-11
All Other $0 $115,000

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL $0 $115,000

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect
when approved.

 

SUMMARY

This bill makes the following clarifications to the law governing smoke detectors and carbon
monoxide detectors.

1. Smoke detectors are required in each unit in a multifamily building and in any single-family
dwelling built after January 1, 1982. Smoke detectors are also required in any single-family dwelling
in which an addition adding a new bedroom is constructed, or in any dwelling that is converted to a
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single-family dwelling, after September 19, 1985. These dates reflect the effective dates of the original
legislation requiring smoke detectors.

2. Smoke detectors are required in all rental units rather than only rental apartments.

3. Landlords may install 10-year sealed tamper-resistant battery-powered smoke detectors in rented
single-family dwellings.

4. Smoke detectors must be installed in rental units at the time of a new occupancy if they are not
already present.

5. Smoke detectors required upon transfer of a dwelling to a new owner may be powered by the
electrical service, by battery or by both.

6. Electrical service for carbon monoxide detectors is defined as either plugging the device into an
outlet or hard-wiring it.

7. The buyer of any single-family dwelling or multifamily apartment building must install carbon
monoxide detectors and certify that the buyer has done so.

8. Carbon monoxide detectors in rental units, new construction and dwellings that are transferred to
new owners are required to be powered by both electrical service and by battery.

9. Carbon monoxide detectors are required in all rental units. At the time of new occupancy, the
landlord must ensure that carbon monoxide detectors are present.

10. Rental units requiring carbon monoxide detectors do not include hotels, motels, inns or bed and
breakfast establishments licensed as eating and lodging places under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title
22, chapter 562.

11. The Commissioner of Public Safety may transfer up to $100,000 from the Department of Public
Safety, Office of the State Fire Marshal for the purpose of purchasing carbon monoxide detectors for
distribution. This amends Public Law 2009, chapter 162, which required the transfer of $100,000 for this
purpose.

12. One-time funding of $115,000 is provided in fiscal year 2010-11 for the purpose of purchasing
carbon monoxide detectors and educational materials.


